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Church of the Holy Spirit 

Thanksgiving Celebration 

Wednesday, November 25, 2020 (8:00 pm) 

Evening Prayer: Rite Two  

The Officiant begins the service with one or more of the following sentences of Scripture,  

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is not 

dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both alike. Psalm 

139:10, 11  

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life.” John 8:12  

Confession of Sin 

The Officiant says to the people  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept.  

Officiant and People together, all kneeling  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Officiant then says: 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.  

The Invitatory and Psalter  

Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  

People  O Lord, make haste to help us.  

Officiant and People  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be forever. Amen. Alleluia 

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron  

O gracious Light, pure brightness of the ever living Father in heaven,  

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light,  

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,  

O Son of God, O Giver of life, and to be glorified through all the worlds.  
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The Psalm Psalm 65:9-14 

9.  You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; * 

  the river of God is full of water. 

10. You prepare the grain, * 

  for so you provide for the earth. 

11.  I You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 

  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

12. You crown the year with your goodness, * 

  and your paths overflow with plenty. 

13. May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 

  and the hills be clothed with joy. 

14. May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,  

 and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 

  let them shout for joy and sing. 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be forever. Amen.  

The Lessons  1 Cor 9:6-15 

A Reading (Lesson) from Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians  

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide 

you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may 

share abundantly in every good work. 9 As it is written, 

“He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness] endures forever.” 

10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for 

sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way for 

your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; 12 for the rendering of 

this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanks-

givings to God. 13 Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the 

confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all 

others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he 

has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God. 

Silence may be kept after each Reading. 
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The Song of Simeon Nunc dimittis  Luke 2:29-32  

Lord, you now have set your servant free *  

 to go in peace as you have promised; 3  

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *  

 whom you have prepared for all the world to see:  

A Light to enlighten the nations, *  

 and the glory of your people Israel.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Officiant offers a second reading 

A Reading from the gospel according to Luke  Luke 6:35-38 

But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.[a] Your reward will be 

great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the 

wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be 

the measure you get back.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God. 

The Apostles’ Creed  

Officiant and People together, all standing  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  and born of the Virgin Mary.  

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again.  

 He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lk+6%3A35-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25174a
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The Prayers 

Officiant  The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Officiant  Let us pray.  

Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Let us pray for all who gather to give thanks and worship God. 

(silence or a time for people to quietly give voice to their concerns) 

Creator God, you long for unity among all your peoples. On this Thanksgiving Eve, fill our 

hearts with love for all our neighbors and move us to live lives of compassion and generosity. 

Our fears and anxiety surrounding some of your peoples do not come from you. We are 

grateful for you love and pray for the courage to live more fully as your body. 

Officiant  God in your mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for the church, gathered here and elsewhere.  

(silence or a time for people to quietly give voice to their concerns) 

God who remains steadfast through all time, we celebrate the awesome diversity of your 

church. In this season of division, help us to be agents of your healing grace. Enable us to let 

go of all that keeps us from working side-by-side to bring about your realm here on earth. 

Forgive our tendency to think we are right and all other ways of worshiping you are 

incorrect. Be with us now; lead us into better days for all your people. 

Officiant  God in your mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for all of Creation – this planet and all who live on it 

(silence or a time for people to quietly give voice to their concerns) 

Eternal and compassionate God, we are a world in trouble. We have not been good stewards 

of your Creation, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. In the midst of a pandemic, 

we have the tendency to protect our own and not be as concerned with others as you would 

have us be. Strengthen us for the days ahead. Let us bring hope and healing once more – for 

Earth and for all your children. 
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Officiant  God in your mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for all those in need of healing. 

(silence or a time for people to quietly give voice to their concerns) 

Holy and amazing God, we know we need healing – as individuals, as your church, as a 

community, as a country, and as a global community. We hold out to you all the broken 

places in our lives and in our world, asking that you would bring healing and wholeness. We 

also lift up all those who have COVID and those whose work puts them at higher risk. Be 

with those who seek to find a vaccine. Grant us courage and hope enough to get through this 

season of sickness and despair. 

Officiant  God in your mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for all those whose hearts are heavy with grief and loss. 

(silence or a time for people to quietly give voice to their concerns) 

God of hope and new life, there is too much sadness, loss, and grief in the world. We often 

feel helpless and don’t know how to be in the company of those who suffer. Teach us your 

compassion that we may bring comfort to those who mourn, that we may trust your light of 

hope to guide us all. We pray for your healing presence to accompany those whose burden of 

grief is too heavy to bear, especially those who have lost a loved one to suicide, murder, or 

sudden death of another kind. May we be gentle and kind and patient in response to the grief 

in our lives and in the lives of those around us. 

Officiant  God in your mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 

Let us offer up gratitude and praise to God for the goodness and blessings we experience. 

(silence or a time for people to quietly give voice to their concerns) 

God of abundant life, we thank you that even in the midst of a pandemic we can experience 

the wonders and mysteries of your blessings. We thank you for the people and prophets who 

challenge us, awaken us, and call us closer to you. We are grateful for what do have and what 

we are able to do on this Thanksgiving. Even as we yearn for better days, we continue to 

praise you for all that is good, and for your love for us which never ends. 

Officiant  God in your mercy, 

People  Hear our prayer. 

The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects  

The Collect of the Day  

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and 

for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great 

bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of 

your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

A Collect for the Presence of Christ  
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Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 

kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and 

the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.  

The Officiant continues 

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon us the Spirit of 

love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace may increase among us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Here may be sung a hymn or anthem.  

Hymn 302 

Father, we thank thee who hast planted 

thy holy Name within our hearts. 

Knowledge and faith and life immortal 

Jesus thy Son to us imparts. 
 

Thou, Lord, didst make all for thy pleasure, 

didst give us food for all our days, 

giving in Christ the Bread eternal; 

thine is the power, be thine the praise. 
 

Watch o’er thy Church, O Lord, in mercy, 

save it from evil, guard it still, 

perfect it in thy love, unite it, 

cleansed and conformed unto thy will. 
 

As grain, once scattered on the hillsides, 

was in this broken bread made one, 

so from all lands thy Church be gathered 

into thy kingdom by thy Son. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

Then may be said  

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord, 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The Officiant may then concludes with the following  

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 

Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

Amen. (Ephesians 3:20, 21) 


