The Flame
July 2020
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and grow in
their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Happy 4th of July
It is hard to believe that we are already in July and that we have been unable to gather in person for
public worship for nearly four months. Thankfully, it looks like things are beginning to change, and
for the better. God willing, and pending the bishop’s permission, we hope to reopen our facilities at
the end of this month. As we give thanks this weekend for the freedoms we enjoy, let us also give
thanks that no member of our parish died as a result of the coronavirus, and that the few we had
who contracted it, recovered quickly and fully. Have a happy and blessed holiday.
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FR TOM’S TIDBITS
As we enter our 4th month of the pandemic, the tension between staying safe and
being in community seems even more problematic. Masks and social distancing
have become the norm and the safety of gathering in groups, where you are
unsure of the safe practices of those around you, is something that is now always
on our minds. When it looked like we were going to be able to reopen our facilities
for worship, I heard from many who were really excited, and from many who were
optimistically cautious, telling me they are more likely to wait for a time until they
return; I understand, and I feel the same frustrations felt on both ends of the spectrum.
What troubles me, is how many seem to have slipped away from our community. Where our
online Sunday service attendance once averaged in the 90s, we are now averaging only in the
60s. Our mail-in and online contributions are down; so much so, we will start to feel the pinch
financially during the summer months, which are historically lower to begin with. We are not
alone. Other parishes are experiencing the same concerns.
While online worship, classes, and advertising are invaluable, I am told they just do not give the
same sense of connection being together does. Add to this the hesitancy some have with using
the internet, some in our parish are feeling isolated and alone. Even prayer, they say, seems
harder when it isn’t shared in community.
I wish I had a fix that would solve all our problems, that would somehow energize us to
participate in whatever way we can, be it online, writing notes of encouragement, or by making
phone calls to those we know to check in, to see how they are doing, or to just enjoy a time of
fellowship. I have had to face the reality that there is only so much one person can do, that it
really does take a village to raise one another up. It is only in working together can we succeed.
This is not a new thing for me to learn, as I have been trying my best to encourage team ministry
since my arrival 13 years ago, but it is felt now more than ever.
While we have enjoyed some success, the need to self-isolate seems to have taken the wind out
of our sails. I pray that as the dangers subside, the energy we had returns. I know it will be slow,
as our return will not be one of grandeur; and as we do, we are coming back to something that
will not be the same; still, I am hopeful, as I pray you are. My faith tells me that we will get
through this, and as long as we are willing to embrace the grace of God, even if in different
ways, we might just come through this stronger and more able to be the witness to the world we
are called to be.

I see individuals reaching out to help one another. An example I have noticed are people reaching
out on the Next Door Neighbor app, asking if anyone needs groceries, medicines, or anything else
picked up and delivered to them. People seem to be much more readily offering assistance to their
neighbors that they do not even know. This is something we used to see in the small town I grew
up in, "where everybody knew your name" and you tried to help your neighbor in anyway you
could. Now people usually don't even know neighbor's names as they are too busy. I am blessed to
have good neighbors. I hope this concern for the well being of our neighbors and community
continues. Maybe we wouldn't have the problems we are currently facing, if everyone looked out for
one another as we should.
Wanda Marsh
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PENTECOST
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Reopening News
As we prepare to reopen our facilities for public gatherings, and best of all for public worship,
the Vestry wanted to let you know how seriously they take your safety, and the safety of those
who gather together to give thanks and praise to God. Following diocesan requirements and
recommendations from our reopening committee, the following is a general description of what to
expect when we resume worship, prayerfully on Sunday, August 2nd.
Due to sanitizing requirements involved with multiple services, we will only be offering a single service on Sundays beginning at 9:30 am. The only doors we will use for entry and exit (except in the
case of an emergency) will be the red doors facing the parking lot.
Members and guests should plan on wearing a mask from the time they exit their vehicle until they
leave the building. If you arrive, forgetting your mask, we will have masks available for you to use.
During worship, after social distancing has been established, those who wish, will be able to drop
their masks. However, masks must be worn whenever leaving the pew.
A member of our hospitality team will greet you at the red doors to take your temperature and ask
two safety questions. Provided you do not have a temperature greater than 99.5, and you have not
had any symptoms, or been in contact with someone (in the last 10 days) who was diagnosed with
Covid, you will be invited to follow the marked pathway to reach the sanctuary. Please, if you are not
feeling well, stay home and worship with us online.
Reaching the parish hall, you will be met by a member of the Vestry who will confirm your
temperature was taken and the safety questions were asked. While there, please use the hand
sanitizer at the welcome station. You will then be asked how many are going to be sitting together,
after which you will receive a seating placard letting you know your seating assignment. Blue
placards are seats in the sanctuary, white placards are in our overflow seating in the parish hall. We
are using assigned seating to assure social distancing and to minimize the traffic past us as we sit in
the pew.
As you make your way towards the elevator, or stairway, stop at one of the tables on either side of
the welcome station, where a hospitality team member, or a member of the altar guild, will invite you
to pick up a paper cup containing the sacraments you will consume during holy communion. In your
cup you will notice one-two fellowship cups. Each cup contains a wafer and grape juice safely
sealed and protected. We know grape juice is not our custom, but for the short term we believe
Jesus will understand. Please, only handle the cup you are taking, and as you make your way upstairs, help us gather safely by keeping your social distancing. Once upstairs, you will be met by an
usher who will help you find you assigned seat using the aisle closest to your seat.
As we are prohibited from passing items from one to another, we will not be handing out bulletins
before the service or passing the plate during the offertory. A single bulletin will be placed at each
assigned seating location that can be shared. If you prefer to have your own, please feel free to print
one at home using the link on our website (or contained in the Weekly Spark) and then bring it with
you. Drop boxes will be provided at both entrances to the sanctuary, and in the parish hall, where
you can drop your weekly offerings or tithes, either on the way into the sanctuary or on the way out.
Once you are seated, please do not leave your pew until after the service has started.
When it comes time for communion, Fr. Tom will instruct everyone when to peel back the cellophane
on their fellowship cup and consume the enclosed wafer. Then he will instruct everyone when to
peel back the foil and consume the grape juice. Once communion has been taken, trash should be
placed in the paper cup. Paper cups and fellowship cups should be disposed of as you exit the
sanctuary.
At the close of the service, ushers will release rows one at a time to facilitate social distancing.
Please leave your seating placard in the pew as you leave. As you exit the sanctuary, whether using
the stairway or elevator, there will be two containers, one for the fellowship cups and one for the
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paper cups. Please drop the trash in the container marked trash, and the paper cup in the one
marked recycle. We ask that you please take your bulletins home and recycle them with your own
weekly recyclables.
Unfortunately, we are not allowed to hold coffee hour following the service. Should guidance from
the Diocese change, we will let everyone know. In the meantime, we ask everyone to proceed
directly out of the building using the marked pathway. Short stops to use the restrooms are allowed.
However, we ask that you do not stop to visit with friends in the parish hall. Outdoor visiting is okay,
but for the time being, diocesan guidelines prohibit us from offering beverages or snacks even
outdoors.
A short video that highlights the above will be uploaded to our website in the coming weeks. While
there, please check out the video our altar guild has put together that highlights the safety steps
being taken to prepare the sacraments for communion. Your patience and understanding with
regards to the changes we face, due to the coronavirus, is greatly appreciated. If you have any
questions or concerns, recommendations or accolades, please feel free to let Fr. Tom, Lori Erickson
(our senior warden) or Michele Hagen (our junior warden) know so that they may be addressed or
passed on to the parties concerned.

Mobile Pantry
Thanks to all our volunteers who came out and helped with our June Pantry. According to the
Foodbank for the Heartland, this was the last pantry that they will be preparing our product for using
the drive through model of distribution. During our event, we served 114 families. The remaining
perishable items were taken to Siena Francis House and the non-perishable items were taken to the
Bellevue Food Pantry. Our next pantry is scheduled for Saturday, August 29 th.
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Worship News
Wednesday Morning Worship
We plan to resume our Wednesday morning worship on the Wednesday following our reopening
(prayerfully on Wed, August 5th). Service time will remain the same (9:30 am) and we will meet in the
chapel. Due to social distancing requirements, the chapel has been arranged to seat 6-12 people
depending on whether we are seating singles or parties of two or three. Should we have a larger
than expected turnout, we can always move the service into the parish hall where social distancing
is much easier. We hope to continue broadcasting our Wednesday morning service using Facebook
live on our Facebook Group page.

Saturday Evening Service
Regrettably, we will not be offering a Saturday evening service when we reopen. Conditions
permitting, we hope to begin offering this service again in early October. We apologize for any
inconvenience this causes, but as we are unable to perform the required sanitization at this time, it
was decided to bring this service back at a later date.

Sunday Morning Worship
As stated in the reopening article, our plan is to offer a single service on Sunday mornings,
beginning at 9:30 am, due to the sanitizing requirements levied in order to offer multiple services on
the same day. When attendance dictates the need for an additional service (because of limitations
imposed by social distancing requirements), or the sanitizing requirements between services can be
minimized, the Vestry will engage the congregation on how we might add a second service.
At this time, the diocese has limited us to instrumental music only (that means no singing for now). If
we elect to include a soloist, they must be separated from the nearest person by 20 feet. As our
space is limited, it is highly unlikely we will engage the talents of our choir members until at least
October when we expect this guidance to change. We will monitor diocesan guidance to determine
when singing can once again be part of the way we give praise and thanks to our Lord.
Our order of worship will be Rite II for most Sundays of the month. To offer spiritual enrichment for
those who have regularly attended our 8:00am service, we will offer the Rite I liturgy on the third
Sunday of each month beginning in August; and will continue to do so until such time as we can
offer a second service on Sunday mornings.
Lastly, you will notice a smaller altar party. To meet social distancing requirements, we are limiting
the altar party to the priest, one LEM, the organist, and a crucifer. We hope torch bearers and an
additional LEM will be able to serve again beginning in October.

Werner Park
As many of you have probably heard, Major League Baseball has announced a 60-game season
beginning in July. Unfortunately, they have decided to suspend the entire Triple A season in favor of
expanded rosters in the majors. This means we will not be working carts at Werner Parka at all this
season. We hope to be able to do so again next season.
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Hi Church of the Holy Spirit families!
We are so excited to announce that VBS WILL BE HAPPENING this year! With one modification,
though. Instead of you bringing your kids to VBS, we’re bringing VBS to your kids!
This summer, on July 23-25th, we’ll be using a quarantine-friendly VBS called BOLT. With minimal
preparation, easy-to-follow instructions, and a video that leads you and your kids step-by-step
through each of the three days, BOLT is designed for you to perform with your family at home. It’s so
simple!
CHS will be handing out buckets of supplies, taking pictures with Jesus, and other fun stuff on July
22nd from 6-8pm. This is a drive-thru event.
During BOLT, your family will participate in fun games that illustrate what it means to listen to, focus
on, and follow Jesus. Depending on your pace, you can expect that each day’s experience will last
about an hour and a half. It’s great for kids 5 and up. Even middle and high school kids can enjoy it!
If you want to get a better idea of what BOLT is, you can watch the Day 2 sample video here. (But
don’t let your kiddos see it just yet—we want to save the fun for later.)
There’s something else we’re really excited about—this could also be an amazing outreach
opportunity. If you feel comfortable gathering with more people, you can invite as many neighbors,
friends, and family to your house for BOLT as you would like. It’s such an easy and fun way to share
the good news of Jesus with our community.
To register you can go to our church website: chsepiscopal.org 1305 Thomas Drive
Child/ren's Name, Age, Grade in school, Adult or teen that will be responsible for running
Zoom), an email, cell phone, and street address.
$10 fee can be paid online or in person when you drive through to get supplies.
Church of the Holy Spirit
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005

We’ll be sending you more information as we get closer to July 23-25th. In the meantime, get your
family excited about BOLT!

This is going to be SO MUCH FUN!
Peace and Prayers,
Cindy Pekarek
Christian Ed. Director
402-670-0575 (text preferred)
or Circlecnp@gmail.com
Questions? Need financial help? Bad timing? Please text me!! There should be very little barrier to
you children enjoying VBS this year!
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School Supplies
As we will not be gathering for worship this month, we will not be
collecting school supplies this month as planned. If you make
purchases, please donate them to KETV or other agencies
collecting items for area youth.

Importance of Social Media
One thing this pandemic has taught us, is that social media is an
invaluable tool to help spread the gospel and to help keep our
connections with one another, and our surrounding community,
healthy and strong. As we return to a more normal pace in our
parish life, Fr. Tom acknowledges that he cannot devote as much
time to social media has he has been doing. That is why, Fr. Tom in
search of one or more volunteers to assist in coordinating our social
media visibility.
Volunteers need to have a working understanding of the various
social media platforms and be willing to work with Fr. Tom and the
Vestry to ensure our messaging is informative, inviting, fun, and
reflects our desire to invite others to join us as we strive to deepen
our relationships with God through our worship, service, and fellowship. If you might be interested, please contact Fr. Tom.

Online Services
Beth Fredrickson has volunteered as our videographer. She will be broadcasting our Sunday
service online via Facebook and uploading it afterwards to our You Tube Channel (CHS1305). Beth
is looking for one or two volunteers who might be willing to assist her in this new and important
ministry. The process is not complicated but does require that volunteers be comfortable working
with computers. If you are interested in being part of this new ministry, please contact Beth by
calling the office and leaving a message.
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EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock

Last month I referenced A Lakota Prayer as a way to relate to native – a way to emphasize how we
human beings should value and benefit from being well acquainted with the actual elements of the
earth. This month, after reading How Great Thou Art by Dr David Coulter I suggest reading The
Canticle of the Sun by Francis of Assisi with the idea that we can find joy in everything God has
provided. Coulter writes “take a walk in the woods. Can we find the spirit of God moving in what we
find in nature?”
The Canticle of the Sun
Most high, all powerful, all good Lord! All praise is yours, all glory, all honor, and all blessing. To
you, alone, most High, do they belong. No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name.
Be praised, my Lord, through all your creatures, especially through my lord Brother Sun, who bring
the day; and you give light through him. And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendor! Of you,
Most High, he bears the likeness.
Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars; in the heavens you have made them,
precious and beautiful.
Be praised, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air, and clouds and storms, and all the weather,
through which you give your creatures sustenance.
Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Water; she is very useful, and humble, and precious, and pure.
Be praised, my Lord, through Brother Fire, through whom you brighten the night. He is beautiful and
cheerful, and powerful and strong.
Be praised, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth, who feeds us and rules us, and produces
various fruits with colored flowers and herbs.
Be praised, my Lord, through those who forgive for love of you; through those who endure sickness
and trial. Happy those who endure in peace, for by you, Most High, they will be crowned.
Be praise, my lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, from whose embrace no living person can
escape. Woe to those who die in mortal sin! Happy those she finds doing your most holy will. The
second death can do no harm to them.
Praise and bless my Lord, and give thanks, and serve him with great humility.
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Electric Scooter
A member of our parish has donated an electric scooter.
If this is something you have wanted, and been unable
to afford, please contact Fr. Tom and let him know. We
will be glad to deliver it to your home for your use for as
long as it is needed.

VESTRY MINUTES
June 18, 2020

The June Vestry minutes are unavailable at the time of publishing.

Financial Report as of May 31, 2020
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses

$
$
$
$

Actual
13,195.00
1,187.00
14,382.00
16,839.03

Budgeted
$ 15,218.67
$ 3,739.17
$ 18,957.83
$ 18,886.25
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YTD Actual
$ 69,822.00
$ 47,885.00
$ 117,707.00
$ 86,612.47

YTD Budget
$ 76,093.33
$ 18,695.83
$ 94,789.17
$ 94,431.25

Lay Ministries Schedule

Ministries
VPOD

July 5

July 12

July 19

July 26

9:30 am
Hospitality Team
Greeters
Ushers
Altar Guild
LEVs
Recycle Team
LEM 9:30 am

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
July 3: Office Closed
July 5: Service @ 9:30 am
July 7: Staff meeting @ 9:30 am
July 12: Finance Committee @ 10:45 am
July 16: Vestry @ 6:30 pm
July 23-25: Online VBS @ 6-8 pm

Please submit articles for the
August 2020 FLAME to the church
office by July 15.
Thank you
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Regular Services:
Sunday:
9:30 am Holy Eucharist - Online only
Wednesday: 9:30 am Morning Prayer - Online
Mon-Sat:
8:00 pm Compline - Online

Education:
Sunday:

Sunday School (September-May)

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is July 15.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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