The Flame
May 2021
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Now that Holy Week and Easter are behind us, we wish to offer a special thank you to all those
who made our Holy Week worship so blessed. To begin with, we thank the Altar guild, without
whom we would not have enjoyed such beautiful settings for our worship. The Altar of Repose
and our Altar on Easter Morning were magnificent and were adorned with flowers purchased
using donations many in our parish made in remembrance
and thanksgiving of loved ones. Thank you to all who
donated. Next, we want to thank the members of our Bell
and Vocal Choirs, and our parish organist, who added such
depth and beauty to our worship experience. Their passion
brought a renewed sense of energy to our worship; and of
course, we must thank our Lay Eucharistic Ministers, our
Ushers, our Greeters, our Acolytes, and all who served in
order that we might feel a sense of normalcy after a year of
uncertainty. No list of thanksgivings would be complete if
we did not thank those who attended our many services,
whether doing so in-person or online, it is in our gathering,
as the body of Christ, our oneness in faith enables us to
share in God’s love, and bear witness to that love revealed
in and through Jesus Christ.
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits
I, like many of you am growing frustrated with the covid roller coaster ride we are
on. One week up, one week down, averages impacted by the occasional daily
spike. I wish I could say that this ride will end soon, but I cannot. I appreciate the
patience of many in our parish who recognize the very difficult task of balancing
safety with our desire to leave the world of church tv and return to the real thing.
For those whose patience is dwindling, please understand that I, and our Vestry,
are doing the best we can to provide for the physical and spiritual well being of our parish family.
At this month’s Vestry meeting, we discussed how we might safely bring back fellowship time
after worship, and how we could provide Holy Communion in a way that is more familiar to our
tradition. During the bishop’s visit, we hope to demonstrate, for him, how we believe we can do
both within the current guidelines. Although the bishop has given clergy the freedom to explore
different ways to enhance the spiritual experience of our worship, he has reminded us that the
guidelines are not to be disregarded. For the bishop, as with our Vestry, safety is paramount.
As more in our community are vaccinated, and with all that we are learning about how the virus is
shared, the bishop has said we can expect to see diocesan guidelines change to reflect the
changing times. He still relies heavily on the CDC guidance for public worship; so, as the wheels
of government turn slowly, do not anticipate any major or rapid changes. For the time being, we
will continue using bulletins instead of prayer books, contribution drop boxes in lieu of passing the
plate, and a turn and wave to our neighbors instead of hugs when passing the peace. We will
also be asked to wear masks, social distance, use hand sanitizer, and hear masked and
distanced soloists instead of parish singing,
While worship will continue to feel different, one thing that does not change is our oneness in and
with the Lord. Wherever, and however we gather together, we are told he is in the midst of us,
walking with us through whatever troubles, hardships, or frustrations we face. In the coming
months, may we find peace in knowing that, with God’s help, no matter what worship looks or
feels like, our praise and thanks do not go unnoticed, they are welcomed joyfully by the one who
loves us more than we can imagine.

Bishop’s Visit
Mark your calendars and join us Sunday (2 May) when Bishop
Barker will conduct his annual parish visit. Weather permitting, a
light reception will follow the 9:30 am service; during which, those
who wish, may meet and visit with the bishop.

2

Deacon’s Corner
O heavenly Father, who hast filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to
behold thy gracious hand in all thy works; that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, we
may learn to serve thee with gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things
were made, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Book of Common Prayer, p. 814
I’m writing this in the middle of Earth Week; Spring has officially begun, lawns are being
tended to and trees are starting to bloom. It’s such a relief to leave winter behind, although
considering the fact that we’re in Nebraska you just never know when the next blizzard might be
around the corner. I will have to admit that I like this time of year, although I’ll also have to confess
that Autumn is my favorite season of the year.
Growing up in Southeast Nebraska afforded me the opportunity to see wide open farmlands
and fields, to be able to spend time in God’s creation on a regular basis. Granted, some of the
time spent was working on farms, but even then you were away from the day to day life that
occupied a lot of your time. I experienced that same sort of appreciation for God’s beauty while I
was living in England; our base was in the middle of one of the most beautiful parts of the country,
The Cotswolds. I had the opportunity to share that same appreciation of God’s creation that I
grew up with; I worked with groups of young kids from some of the not so nicer parts of London
during both of my tours in England. Operating from what had been an old Royal Air Force Camp,
we were able to introduce these children to life away from the city; midnight walks in the woods,
feeding and being around animals, and an absence of what they knew as civilization. It was a very
rewarding experience on my part just to be able to help these kids see life through a different lens,
a lens that projected all of God’s creation.
As we get deeper into Spring, and eventually into the Summer months, take the time to look
around as you’re on your evening walk, as you’re driving out west to visit family or just driving
somewhere to get away from your normal routine. Appreciate the opportunity to view what God
has created, that there are people in this world that have never experienced what we see on a
regular basis. There are people that have no idea what it feels like to walk barefoot through a
freshly cut lawn. We are lucky to share in the abundance of this earth that God has provided us.
Be thankful for all that he has given us and all that we have.

Roy Phillips

You are Invited!
Announcing Vacation Bible School 2021!
What: Vacation Bible School
When: Wednesday June 30 to Friday July 2. 6pm to 8pm
Where: Church of the Holy Spirit, Bellevue
Who: Children ages 5 to 11
As you know last year was a bad year for VBS. This year we are planning a 3-day session.
It will be mainly outside, with some socially distanced indoor. Watch the Weekly Spark and
next months Flame for more information
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Re-opening News
Last month, as the number of new Covid cases was rising, the
bishop sent out a letter to area clergy reminding us, that as many
of us had reopened, we were to make decisions on public worship
in accordance with published diocesan guidelines. He noted a
slight relaxing of distancing requirements with the use of masks;
but he also urged all clergy to keep the safety of our parishioners
the prime determinate with regards to when in-door worship should
or could be held. He encouraged clergy to make use of outdoor worship when in-door worship
was problematic. Unfortunately, the warmer temperatures of spring, are not yet viewed by
members of our parish as warm enough to do so.
Hopefully, as the April showers end, and the May temperatures begin to rise, we will have more
flexibility when it comes to when and where we worship should the Covid numbers continue to
fluctuate. It is the bishop’s hope that as the vaccine is more widely distributed, the numbers will
become less of a concern provided safety precautions are continued. Your Vestry will continue to
seek ways to balance the desire for public worship and the guidelines of the diocese for doing so.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Michele Hagen (our Senior Warden), Fr.
Tom, or any member of our Vestry.

Pentecost
Sunday (23 May) is the feast of Pentecost. Please mark your
calendars and plan to wear something red to worship on
Pentecost to help us celebrate the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. It is a day we are reminded of the gifts we have been
given that enable us to bear witness to the love of God
revealed in and through the life, ministry, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. At this years’ service, we have a special
surprise, and we look forward to the return of a once long held
Pentecost tradition of our parish community.

Volunteers Needed
As we reopen, we are finding many of our volunteers are choosing not
to return to the ministry they served in before the pandemic. This
leaves us asking more of those who have been able to return. The
following ministries are in immediate need of help: altar guild,
hospitality (in particular ushers and greeters) and outreach. We are
currently preparing fliers that describe the work and time commitment
of these ministries. If you might be interested in learning more about these ministries, stop by
the Spirit Hub to pick up a flier or contact Leslie Nutting (altar guild) Chris Darrell (hospitality) or
Margie Guy (Outreach).
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Youth Activities
Recognition Sunday
Sunday (16 May) is recognition Sunday; a time set aside by our community to
recognize the accomplishments of our youth and the service of our youth
volunteers. Please plan to join us in this celebration. We will also be announcing
the 2021 recipient of the CHS College Scholarship.

Journeys and Youth Group Lazar Tag
Last month, our Journeys youth took a night off from their
regular meeting, and invited parish youth (10-18) to join them
for a night of fun at Papio Fun Park. We had the place to
ourselves and while the youth enjoyed the trampolines and
games, they really enjoyed the lazar tag.
It was a great night of
fun and fellowship and our Journeys mentors, along with the
parents who were able to stay, enjoyed not only watching
and hearing the youth go crazy, but some great discussions
talking about anything and everything under the sun. It was
just wonderful to have some fellowship time to do so.
Everyone agreed, this is an event worth repeating next
program year.

Journey’s Crossings Service
On Wednesday (12 May), at 6:30 pm) our Journeys Youth will hold their annual
Crossings service. During this service we will acknowledge those graduating and
those moving up offering special blessings and prayers for their life’s journey still
ahead. This year we invite the graduating class of 2020 to join us, as we were unable
to hold a Crossings service last year. This service is open to the parish and will
include Eucharist.

DioNeb Camp Canterbury
Each year the diocese offers a weeklong camp experience for
diocesan youth entering grades 3-13. This year’s camp dates
are 19-23 July. For more information about this year’s summer
camp, please visit the camp website https://
campcanterbury.episcopal-ne.org. Parish scholarships of $125
are available to help offset the cost for camp. For information
about scholarships, please contact Fr. Tom.
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Parish Outreach
College Care Packages
Last month our St. Margaret’s
Chapter of the Daughters of the
King® joined Fr. Tom for a
Wednesday morning Eucharist and
then spent the rest of the morning
putting together their spring care
packages for those youth in college and in their first year in the military. They
also wrote notes to each individual to let them know they were in our prayers,
and how much we miss them. If you have a student in undergraduate studies or
preparing to enter college, or a child who has just entered the military, please let
the office know so that they may be included in our fall care package mailing
and our monthly newsletter mailings.

Mobile Pantry
We cannot thank our volunteers enough. April’s pantry
went smoothly, and once again served about 100
households. Our next pantry event is scheduled for
Saturday (22 May), and will be partnered with Eastern
Nebraska Community Action Partnership (ENCAP) and the Bellevue Food Pantry, who will be
providing laundry and personal hygiene items to be handed out along with available food items. We
expect this to be another drive through event. Volunteers are asked to arrive by 9:30 am, entering
through the Thomas Dr parking lot entrance. Distribution will begin at 10:00 am and go until Noon
or until the food runs out (whichever occurs first).

Water bottles for YES
Beginning on Sunday (16 May), we ask that parish members donate
one or more cases of water to help support the Youth Emergency Services (YES) ministry. For those unfamiliar with YES, the program assists youth experiencing homelessness and near-homelessness by providing critically needed resources which support them in their desire to be self-sufficient. Help us help dropping your donation off by Sunday (23 May).
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Upcoming Mission and Pilgrimage

Youth Mission
This year our youth will join DioNeb youth in Kearney
this year June 19th-25th. Our trip will include service
projects supporting several of the smaller Episcopal Churches in the surrounding area as well as
excursions intended to both help us to learn more about the history of our state and to have fun.
This trip is open to all parish youth (12-18). The cost per youth is $250. Parish scholarships of
$125 are available to help offset the cost. Additional funding is available if needed to ensure no
youth miss out on this trip because of funding issues. For more information, contact Fr. Tom.

Holy Land Pilgrimage
As mentioned in the announcements on
Easter Sunday, last year’s pilgrimage to the
Holy Land has been rescheduled for 2-13
May of 2022. If you might be interested in
going on this trip, visiting many of the places
we hear about in our Sunday scriptures, and
learning about their historical and spiritual
relevance in our lives today, let Fr. Tom
know. We need to pull together a tentative
listing of interested parish members over the
next month. Family and friends may join you
on this trip and it will also be open to other DioNeb parishioners as well. Some grant funding is
available to help offset the trip’s cost. To look at other trips the pilgrimage company we are using
offer, along with costs and itineraries, please visit https://lightlinena.com.

7

EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock
“We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.” This quote is from the
first letter of John (not the Gospel of John) and was in the Epistle reading on April
11th.
That wonderful word, JOY appears innumerable times in the New Testament – and we surely
understand why it does. Believers in Jesus as Lord know true and lasting joy, not a casual or
fleeting happiness as one might experience from a thoughtful gift from a friend or from viewing a
beautiful picture.
On April 22nd thousands of people celebrated the 51st Earth Day. Dedicated environmentalists
celebrate our Blue Marble – Island Home by daily earth-friendly actions such as recycling, avoiding
harmful chemicals and products when purchasing for everyday needs, also caring for wildlife and
all things “green.”
Finding joy in this Covid world has been more difficult for more people than I can ever remember.
There are, however, a growing number of signs that would suggest a renewed interest in and
awareness of a dire worldwide environmental problem. Perhaps we can soon celebrate the efforts
of government and individuals to execute solutions. Celebrate these:
In Nebraska native grasslands are threatened by climate change, poor grazing management,
and other factors, but educators and organizers are working to protect them. Why? Because
grasslands sequester many more times the amount of carbon than do forests. (Did you know
that?)
The over all health of our oceans depends largely on seagrass beds and they are presently in
danger of dying out. The problem is due to several factors including pollution from fertilizer
chemicals and soil runoff, dredging, overheating, etc. Citizens are now reporting sea grass
bed locations to scientist by way of a smart phone app.
A great source of hope that the climate change-caused problems will be solved is twofold.
There are many new legal restrictions on pollution especially from the E.P.A. Also, notably,
many young citizens are stepping forward with successful ideas and actions. At age 14
years, Alexandra Collins of Hinsdale, Il., became aware that a plant near her school was
emitting high levels of ethylene oxide, a strong carcinogenic gas. Within 2 years she
organized students and teachers, resulting in the closing of the Stenigenics plant. Her
actions resulted in the formation of 14 other student groups working to protect their schools
from similar dangers.
“Let those who favor my cause sing out with joy and be glad” Psalm 35:27
“Therefore, my heart dances with joy: Psalm 28:9

Fund Raising
We have been running information on FREE funds. Last quarter we received $71.81
from Bakers/Dillon's. If you shop there even a little, please consider signing up for
this benefit. See last months Flame or call the office for more information.
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Vestry Minutes - April 15, 2021

Vestry Members Present: Blythe Becker, Michelle Hagan, Linda Blinston, Leslie Nutting, Ken
Gomeringer, Judy Darrell, Terri Storm , Cindy Pekarek, and Fr. Tom Jones.
Fr. Tom opened the meeting with prayer at 6:30pm.
Xander from Troop 483 presented a plan for his Eagle Project. He is planning to replace the
fencing on the North side of the building. He expects to begin work in late May or June. His total
cost will be $780 and he will start fund raising soon. Fr. Tom offered money from the Church’s
Eagle Project fund to help if needed. MO4-15-01. Fr. Tom motioned we move forward with the
Eagle project, Ken seconded. Motion passed.
Information/Updates
Phone system update is still under review
Our sidewalk repair is under contract and is expected to be completed by the middle of May.
CHS received a check from the insurance company for $3,094 to reimburse CHS for expenses
following the damage to the light pole electrical box and organ.
Fr. Tom shared a thank you letter from Rep Don Bacon for our food pantry ministry.
CHS received a check for $71.81 from our Baker’s partner. We usually get about $300/yr.
O’Keefe Elevator was bought out by Thyssenkrupp Elevator Corp who is now our elevator
contractor.
Fr. Tom discussed the changing of small group worship times now that we have resumed
in-person worship. After Memorial Day, Tuesday and Thursday morning prayer will be
discontinued indefinitely and our Monday and Friday evening online meditations will take a
hiatus during the summer.

Discussion Items
The Vestry discussed the latest Covid Trends as reported by HealthyNebraska.org. In addition, Fr.
Tom provided an updated letter from the bishop on in-person guidelines. Afterwards the Vestry
discussed how the shift in guidelines might impact our worship and how we might renew some
practices that have been set aside during the pandemic. A plan was formulated, and it was
determined we would hold a trial run on the day of the Bishop’s visit so that we could get his
opinion, after witnessing it in place. If the bishop concurs, we will move to incorporate the
changes as part of our regular Sunday worship. The bishop will visit CHS on May 2, 2021.
MO4-15-02 A Motion was made by Margie Guy and 2nd by Ken Gomeringer to try the new
communion options when the bishop visits. Passed.
Fr. Tom presented a plan to have the vestry and usher take on the responsibilities with setting up
the computer for online broadcast and running the cameras during the service. After
discussion, the Vestry concurred and Fr. Tom will begin training vestry and ushers on new
duties.
Decision Items
Fr. Tom asked for a report by the scholarship committee. One nominee was selected to receive a
$1,000 college scholarship. MO04-15-03 Fr. Tom motioned and Linda Blinston seconded
scholarship approval. Passed. Nominee will be named on Recognition Sunday.
Terri Storm provided a summary of what Magdalene House Omaha is planning here in Sarpy
county. They are requesting room to meet here at CHS. MO4-15-04 Motion made by Cindy
Pekarek, 2nd by Judy Darrell to offer space to the Magdalene house. Passed.
Due to the Bishop’s visit, Fr. Tom requested that we move the recognition Sunday from May 2 rd
this year to May 16th. The Vestry agreed.
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MO4-15-05 Michele Hagen made a motion and Ken seconded to move the $10,000 in approved
grant money from the Endowment Fund to the CHS Grant Fund in order to distribute the money
to grant recipients. Passed.
Treasurer’s Report
Blythe offered the finance reports. There was a small amendment. Pen and ink changes were made.
Updated reports to be furnished to the Vestry. MO4-15-06 Judy Darrell motioned to accept the
amended finance reports. Michelle Hagan seconded. Passed.
MO4-15-07 Leslie Nutting motioned to pay the bills. Judy Darrell 2nd. Passed.
Fr. Tom Jones presented the fund expenditures from the month by ministries. MO4-15-08 Fr. Tom
motioned and Terri Storm seconded to concur. Passed
MO3-15-08 Judy Darrell motioned to adjourn. Leslie Nutting 2nd. Passed.

Financial Report as of February 28, 2021
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses
Balance

Actual
$ 12,875.00
$ 4,189.00
$ 17,064.00
$ 18,352.79

Budgeted
$ 15,057.08
$ 1,532.25
$ 16,589.33
$ 18,666.75

$
$
$
$
$

YTD Actual
43,190.00
5,603.00
48,793.00
50,533.75
-1,740.75

YTD Budget
$ 45.171.25
$ 4,596.75
$ 49,768.00
$ 56.000.25

Notes from the Church Administrator
The May thru July Day by Day are out. Pick one up for your daily devotionals.
Jean
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Lay Ministries Schedule
Ministries
VPOD

May 2
Margie G

May 9
Terri S

May 16
Judy D

May 23
Michele H

May 30
Leslie N

Hospitality Team
9:30 am
Greeters
Ushers

Team 3

Team 4

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 2

Recycle Team

Lynda W

Karen G

Jan S

Marcia A

Lynda W

Lori E

Terri S

Doug A

Michele H

Ken G

Olivia H

Ciaya S

Vincent C

Emily W

Darius H

LEM
Sunday 9:30 am
Acolytes

Please submit articles for the
June 2021 FLAME to the
church office by May 18.
Thank you

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
May 2 - Bishop’s Visit
May 12 - Journeys Crossing Service
May 13 - Vestry Meeting
May 16 - Recognition Sunday
May 22 - Mobil Food Pantry
May 23 - Last Day of Sunday School
May 31 - Office Closed

11

Regular Services:
Sunday:
9:30 am Holy Eucharist *
Tuesday:
9:30 am Morning Prayer on line only
Wednesday: 9:30 am Holy Eucharist *
Thursday:
9:30 am Morning Prayer on line only
Saturday:
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist
* Broadcast live on Facebook

Education:
Sunday:
Wednesday:

Sunday School @ 10:45am
(September-May)
J2A @ 6:30 pm

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is May 18.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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