The Flame
Febuary 2021
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Blood Mobile
The Red Cross will be at Church of the Holy Spirit
on Saturday, February 13th, between 8:00 am
and 2:00 pm. To schedule your donation, please
visit www.redcrossblood.org, enter sponsor code
HolySpirit in the box labeled find a blood drive,
and then click on the Church of the Holy Spirit
event. It is that easy. We have been blessed to fill
all out slots in the past, please help us to do so
again. For more information, contact Carol
McLaughlin or call the office.
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits
As I write this month’s tidbits, I am sitting in my home office, looking out the window,
marveling at the beauty of falling snow. Large and small flakes slowly cover the
ground, and I am amazed at the shifting tides as they do. I am grateful that I have a
warm place from which to do this. I know this is not true for everyone. There are
those who must brave the elements, either out of necessity, or circumstance.
Remembering this, reminds me how blessed my life is, and of my responsibility to
share the blessings I know with others.
Like many of you, I give of my time, my talents, and my treasure in an attempt to do just this; and
like many of you, I worry, seeing so many struggling, that it is not enough. While we may never
be able to wipe away poverty or despair, we can offer hope by doing what we can to meet the
needs that exist. About 20 years ago, the Episcopal Church adopted what they called the
Millennium Development Goals. The number one goal, was to eradicate extreme poverty and
hunger; a noble goal, but as the Church has learned, impossible to achieve on a global scale.
Over time, it was discovered that what was needed, was focused efforts in the local community;
that, added together with other community efforts, could slowly reduce the level of poverty and
hunger that existed in the surrounding area.
As we prepare to relook at how we are called to be the church in the world, coming out of the
pandemic, we must learn from the larger church’s efforts, and focus our efforts on what we can
do locally, knowing it is in concert with other efforts, that ours can and will make a difference. This
means we will need to re-evaluate what we can and are doing, as well as how we are doing it.
Doing so may bring about changes in the way we are being the church, a community of believers
bearing witness to the love of God we know as revealed in and through Jesus Christ. Nobody
likes change, especially if the need for change is not thought of as necessary. What changes
might we see? My guess is that any changes coming will be changes in our priorities. Where
once our central activity as a community was our weekend worship, where we worked and
prayed as one, the need for prolonged social distancing may change the ways in which we do so.
This means we will need to explore new ways in which we can continue to be a welcoming place
for people to meet Christ, and grow in their relationship with God.
I ask each of us to pray for the wisdom and understanding we need, as a community, to see more
clearly the path God has laid before us; and for the courage to share in a healthy and loving way
the insights we are given as we do. Together, I believe we can and will continue to be a visible
presence to the local community, of what God’s love offers to those who share in it.

Drive-thru Communion
Last month, Fr. Tom began to offer drive-thru communion on Sunday
mornings. We started out by offering communion (using pre-packaged
fellowship cups) following the service. For the month of February, he
will continue to offer drive-thru communion between 10:45-11:15 am.
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Deacon’s Corner
A cradle Episcopalian, I grew up in Falls City, Nebraska where I was baptized and confirmed at
St Thomas Episcopal Church. After graduating from high school (1974), then attending the
University of Nebraska for a short period of time, I enlisted in the US Air Force in 1976, retiring
in 2000. My assignments started and ended in Bellevue at Offutt AFB with six different postings
in between to include 12 years overseas (England, Germany and Japan). I currently am
employed at Lowe’s in Papillion, with plans to retire from the work force in September of this
year.
My wife and I have been members of All Saints Episcopal Church in Omaha since 1997, joining
shortly after our marriage. I have served as a Chalice Bearer, as well as being elected to the
Vestry for three years followed by three years as the Jr Warden. I’ve been heavily involved in
Outreach Programs there, most notably the Mobile Food Pantry. Both of us enrolled in the
Education for Ministry (EfM) course in 2015, which we completed in 2019. I have always had
the feeling that I would be more involved with the church at some point after I entered retired
life, and I think that feeling was enhanced during the four years of EfM.
My road to the Diaconate started at All Saints with a Parish Discernment Committee in 2017,
followed in the summer of 2018 with the Vocational Inventory Retreat led by Bishop Barker,
Canon Liz Easton and members of the Commission on Ministry. My formal education began at
the Bishop Kemper School for Ministry in Topeka, Kansas in 2019 (a two-year program); am
currently in the final semester of classes, set to complete courses this August. One of the
requirements prior to ordination is to complete an internship at a parish other than our home
parish; after meeting with Bishop Barker and Canon Liz, the decision was made for me to intern
at Church of the Holy Spirit with Father Tom. I feel honored and very blessed to be working with
Father Tom, and am looking forward to meeting the members of the parish once we get through
this pandemic that is affecting our daily lives.

Roy Phillips

Resuming Public Worship
Our Vestry continues to watch state and local health reporting in the
three Nebraska counties our diocese has said comprise our area of
regional concern. Following the drastic spike in mid-November, we
have watched as the numbers have continued on a downward
trajectory. If the rate of infections continues to drop at the current rate,
we are hoping to reopen for public worship near the end of February.
Based on diocesan guidance, we can reopen our sanctuary for public,
and large group worship, when the reported 7-day average falls at or below 20 per 100,000 across
Cass, Douglas, and Sarpy counties. In the meantime, we hope to resume small group worship,
using social distancing protocols developed by our vestry, and already approved by the diocese,
when the number reaches 25/100,000. As in-house worship returns, Fr. Tom and our vestry
remains committed to continue offering our many online worship opportunities. If you would like to
monitor the same reporting the vestry does (using the website provided by the diocese) you may
click on the link below or cut and paste it into your browser.
NebraskaCountyCOVID-19Ratesper100K-HarvardGHI thresholds-Healthy Nebraska|Tableau Public
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Drive through Shrove Tuesday
With the pandemic still here, we will not be able to hold our traditional
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner. However, we will offer a drive through
event on Tuesday (16 Feb) during which you can stop by the church
(between 5:00-7:00 pm) to drop off last year’s palms and pick up a
prepared meal of 2 pancakes, 2 pieces of bacon, and 2 sausage patties.
Didn’t save your Palm Sunday palms? No problem, stop by anyway.
While it is not required, we encourage everyone to please call the church to let us know you are
coming so that we have a hot meal ready for you when you arrive. Fr. Tom will be taking orders by
phone at 402-291-7732, or by text at 513-214-1592, beginning at 4:00 pm on 16 Feb. If you have
any questions or concerns about the meal’s preparation or handling practices, please feel free to
call the office or contact Fr. Tom at any time.

The bishop has authorized limited parish gathering for communion and the imposition of ashes on
Ash Wednesday (17 Feb). We will offer three services on Ash Wed (9:30 am, 1:00 pm, and 7:00
pm). To attend one of these services, reservations must be made in advance to ensure safe social
distancing. Seating will be limited to no more than 50 people per service, masks must be worn, and
the area will be sanitized before each service. For those who are uncomfortable gathering in the
sanctuary, the chapel will be open throughout the day (between 10:30-11:30 am, 2:00-3:00 pm, and
5:30-6:30 pm) for individual meditation, the receiving of communion, and the imposition of ashes.
During these times, Fr. Tom will also offer drive through communion and ashes (to receive communion and ashes while in your car, please call 402-291-7732 once you are in the parking lot).
Communion will be distributed using fellowship cups and Fr. Tom will apply ashes using a Q-Tip to
minimize personal contact wearing a mask and face-shield.

Due to the pandemic, and our inability to gather in large
groups, we are looking at offering our annual Lenten
program online using Zoom. While the details and
program are still being worked out, we wanted to invite
everyone to set aside an hour on Sunday afternoon
around 2:00 pm. Watch next week’s Spirit News for an
update.

J2A Bingo Night
On Wednesday evening, February 10th, our Journeys youth invite parish youth, between
the ages of 10-18, to join them for their annual bingo fun night. This event will include
dinner, several rounds of bingo, and prizes, and will end at 8:15 pm. Youth must sign up
in advance (by calling the office or during Journeys) as seating will be limited to allow for
social distancing. There is no cost for this event.
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Joey’s Baptism
Last month, we were excited to share Joey Barrett’s baptism during our Sunday morning worship. While the number in attendance was limited, it was a blessing to receive
him into the household of God; and a sign, that despite the
pandemic, our life as a community in faith is alive and well.

Vestry Retreat
This month, our vestry will gather in the parish hall on Friday evening the 19 th, and Saturday the 20th
for their annual retreat. During this year’s retreat, they will explore what our community might look
like, and how we might live into our ministry, as we come out of the pandemic. Over the last few
months, it has become obvious that a simple return to the way things were is unlikely due to the
changes imposed by the pandemic. The times have changed, and we must change with them, or
find ourselves unable to connect with those who are seeking, and those who have lost hope, in the
church’s invitation to a life of grace, love, and mercy. As with everything the vestry does, this retreat
is open to members of the parish. Because the format is not conducive to the use of Zoom, and the
need for social distancing, limited seating will be made available should anyone wish to participate in
the discussions. To reserve your seat, please contact Fr. Tom by Thursday (18 Feb).

In-gathering for Magdalene Omaha
Thank you to all who donated to the recent in-gathering for Magdalene Omaha
at the “drive-thru drive” and ahead of time by bringing donations to the office.
Your generous response will provide survivors of sex trafficking, abuse, trauma,
and addiction with helpful items for the coming months. The following will be
provided thanks to your generosity: 136 rolls of toilet paper, 22 rolls of paper
towels, 20 large boxes and 3 small boxes of facial tissues, 272 hot drink cups
with lids, 248 coffee pods, 148 oz. ground coffee, 512 tea bags, 250 coffee
stirrers, and other miscellaneous supplies. In addition, cash donations will be
forwarded to Magdalene Omaha to use for its most pressing needs.
From a note written by Deacon Teresa Houser, CEO and Founder of Magdalene Omaha, “I remain
deeply grateful to CHS for all you have done for survivors since this work began in 2014.”

Welcome our new Organist
We welcome Kaleb Wilkening to our parish family as our new church
organist. Kaleb is a music student at UNL, and comes to us highly
recommended by our Interim Organist, Brent Shaw. Kaleb brings with
him a youthful excitement for ministry. Please make sure to join us at
9:30 am, on Sunday February 7th, for our Facebook live service, to
meet Kaleb and to help celebrate the joy and enrichment his gift of
music brings to our worship.
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Notes from the Church Administrator
During the current pandemic, as we all social distance, our way of worship has changed out of
necessity. One of the great outcomes has been that at the time of this publication, no parish
member has died from COVID. While some changes are convenient; attending “church” at home
in your pajamas; some of what makes the church important in our lives is missing.
As we look forward in 2021, we can make some educated predictions. We are hoping to have
limited, assigned seating worship in house in February or March. The reality is it may be fall
before we can return to pre-pandemic worship. This means
almost a year and a half without the physical fellowship of
our church family. This is the time to consider what you
would like as your part of the church family is. This is not
just about donating funds or time; it is also about what you
and your family receive from the fellowship of a Christian
community. There are many ways to add fulfillment to your
lives and teach your children by example what it means to
be Christian in the modern world.
For the hospitality ministry, we are looking for volunteers to serve as greeters and ushers. The
coffee hour host part of hospitality will be reformed later date. This allows you to meet your fellow
parishioners and the coffee hour is a great way to share all those recipes you have been wanting
to try.
For the worship ministry, we are looking for volunteers to serve on the altar guild, as lay readers,
and acolytes. The bell choir is also looking for volunteers as they are planning to resume practice
soon in preparation for the Easter holiday. Our vocal choir is hoping to resume soon. Even if you
are not musically inclined or feel uncomfortable read in front of others, the altar guild is a good
way to help; and it is only one weekend a month.
We are always looking for volunteers who will help organize and/or work with our various
outreach efforts throughout the year. Some are just once a year, and some are ongoing. This last
year has highlighted just how important these ministries are.
As we can now meet in small groups of eight or so people, we are hoping to begin training this
spring. This is also a great way to see and visit with other in a safe manner. To volunteer for
these, or other possible ministries, please call the church office and talk with Jean Cook, your
parish administrator.

Changes to Charitable Contributions
Did you know that the CARES Act provides a charitable
contribution deduction for tax-payers who claim the
standard deduction (i.e. do not itemize deductions) as an
adjustment to income on Form 1040? The maximum
deduction is $300 ($600 MFJ) for cash contributions to a qualified charity. Non -cash
contributions, and contributions to donor advised funds do not qualify. There may be
additional legislation that would increase the maximum deduction. Should we hear of
any changes, we will let you know asap.
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EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock

God, we pray to your glory and the welfare of your people.
The month of January 2021 has been, for this writer, one of the most
emotionally and difficult of any in my 90 years of living. My country, the people and its
government, have been so torn and disrupted that I fear for the days ahead. Fervent
prayers are sorely needed for justice in our land and, in the words of a Lakota prayer, “so
that our spirits may come to you without shame. ”
Environmentally speaking, it is clear to many of us that the United States has been
under another kind of siege. Since 2017, at least 95 environmental rules and regulations
were weakened or rolled back (World Herald, Jan. 3). Given the devotion of Native
Americans to the land as a gift from the Great Spirit, we are heartened to know that Rep.
Deb Haaland will be the next Interior Secretary. She will serve as the first Native
American U.S. Cabinet member. Climate change issues and support for renewable
energy development are being addressed differently by the new administration.
John Eagle Sr., an articulate leader of the Standing Rock Sioux tribe, has written a
beautiful article for Earthjustice magazine (Winter 2020) that explains what native lands
have always meant to his people. He refers to the lack of clean water today, flooding
from dams, pipelines through reservations, and more. Most of all, this Indian leader is
concerned that our government continues to disregard its laws and treaties meant to
protect not only his people but the entire earth—the earth that is the legacy for all our
children.
Note: The permit for the Keystone XL pipeline was rescinded January 20th
God save us.

Mobile Pantry
Despite the weather, last month’s mobile pantry successfully distributed food to 125
families using the drive through model. This month, we will hold another pantry on
Saturday (27 Feb) between 10:00 am and Noon. Our community support for this
pantry was supposed to be the Airmen Leadership School. However, the base
continues their restrictions and the volunteers we had expected are unavailable. Therefore, we
could really use parish members to help us direct traffic and load food into vehicles. Volunteers are
asked to arrive at the church by 9:30am,
enter the parking lot through the Thomas
Dr entrance, and park in the designated
area. As this will be another drive through
event, we encourage everyone to dress
warmly and to wear a mask. For more
information, please contact Margie Guy,
or call the church office.
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Vestry Meeting Minutes
January 14, 2021
Vestry Members present: Father Tom Jones, Margie Guy, Michelle Hagen, Blythe Becker, Lori
Erickson, Ken Gomeringer, Terri Storm, Linda Blinston. Also present Carol McLaughlin, recorder.
The meeting was opened at 6:30 pm with prayer.
INFORMATION:
Update on Quickbooks/Servant Keeper: Corey Hagen is still working to get this completed.
Phone System Replacement: Lori is still gathering information on this. She looked into phone sets
available online through Sams, but their price doesn't include installation or ongoing service, and we
would need more than 4 phones, plus a provider for the service to replace Cox. Still researching.
She will check with Century Link to see what they could provide.

PPP Loan update: Fr. Tom reported that the application has been received and they have up to 60
days to approve changing it from a loan to a grant. We will not meet the requirements for the
second round of loan money that will become available.
Alternatives to proposed Thrasher concrete repair: Margie is still working on this.
Additional lighting in Sanctuary: The work has been completed; it came in at around $1,100.
Fr. Tom met with the candidate for the organist position, Kaleb Wilkening, who has provided us with
links to samples of his performance. He is comfortable with the compensation package we are
offering, which will be paid on a “fee per Sunday” basis and not as a salary.
Roy Phillips is a new Intern Deacon who will be joining us beginning this Sunday and continuing
through May.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Covid19 Trends: Fr. Tom gave an update using the current chart which shows that the numbers are
starting to come down. As of yesterday, the 7 day average was 54.7. We are being held to having
less than 20 positive cases per 100000 rather than just 20 per 100000 positivity rate in order to
resume in-person services, however the current numbers may allow us to expand operations into
some other areas sooner.
Reopening Planning Team: Fr. Tom would like to meet with the team in the next 2-3 weeks.
Anyone on the planning team previously, and anyone else interested, should contact him to confirm
their availability for meeting. The bishop has announced a Post-Pandemic Readiness Grant that will
be available to parishes, and the money can be used to purchase resources needed for reopening.
These resources can include publicity, advertising, reopening celebrations, deferred maintenance
needs, and new attractional church programming. One thing some churches have purchased is a
sanitizing fogger, which we can look into getting.
One more volunteer still needed to serve on the vestry next year. There are a couple people who
have been approached about joining but there has been no commitment as yet.
Annual Meeting is January 31. This will be a ZOOM meeting, with the vestry present in person at
CHS.
Carol McLaughlin reported that the Blood Drive planning is in progress, emails have been sent out to
past donors. About 2 weeks prior to the date she will promote it on social media sites. Fr. Tom
advised that it is already included in bulletin and newsletters.
Saturday, February 20th is our annual Vestry retreat. Fr. Tom proposed that we forgo our regular
monthly Vestry Meeting on the 18th and combine it with the retreat. Members agreed with this. Also
it was agreed to hold the retreat at our church instead of at the All Saints Retreat Center.
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Fr. Tom presented the Rectors Reports, copies are in Vestry member's mailboxes. This includes the
records of attendance, and summary of services. Also he handed out and discussed a graph
showing how our attendance has looked over the past 5 years.
Shrove Tuesday: Fr. Tom asked for discussion on his suggestion of offering a pancake breakfast “to
-go” and collecting last year's palms by virtue of a drive-through event in the parking lot. Vestry
agreed with this idea, and several volunteered to assist on that day (February 16 th).
Ash Wednesday: The bishop has approved limited in-person worship. Fr. Tom outlined several
options we could choose from, consisting of various combinations of imposition of ashes,
communion, and in-person and online services throughout the day.
DECISION ITEMS:
Status of Pledge Drive update: We received one late pledge which adjusted the previously
approved budget numbers. We now need to amend the budget accordingly. Motion M01-14-01:
Terri moved that the budget be amended. Michele seconded. Approved.
Endowment Fund Grant Requests: Per the Endowment Board, all of the grant requests meet their
criteria. The Vestry must now give final approval to these requests.
Requestor

Purpose

Amt
Req

Revised

Motion to Motion
approve to deny

Second Appr

$1,600

Terri

Lori

yes

$600

Lori

Margie

yes

Fr Tom Jones Scholarship Fund

$1,000

Terri

Blythe

yes

Fr Tom Jones New snow blower

$600

Blythe

Ken

yes

Fr Tom Jones Audio Video upgrade

$2,500

$2,000

Lori

Margie

yes

Fr Tom Jones Facility repair & update

$5,000

$4,200

Ken

Lori

yes

Fr Tom Jones Outdoor banners

$500

$0

Ken

yes

Amt
J Sinram

Siena Francis House

Fr Tom Jones Text in Church
subscription – 1st yr.

Terri

Financial Secretary: Corey Hagen is acting in this capacity until such time that Jean can be trained
to assume the duties. Motion M01-14-02: Fr. Tom moved that we pay him for services to the
church out of the discretionary fund. After discussion, the motion was seconded by Terri. Approved.

Motion M01-14-03: Fr. Tom moved that we move the money we received from the Diocese for
Vicar of Mission support into it's own fund since he did not use the money this year for travel or other
expenses. He would like to designate it as a Vicar of Mission Fund. This money can be saved to
cover any Vicar of Mission expenses he incurs this coming year. Ken seconded. Approved.
Fr. Tom proposed that we merge the Altar Guild and the Memorial Savings funds into one single
fund, namely the Altar Guild Fund. Motion M01-14-04: Lori moved that we combine these funds.
Margie seconded. Discussion followed. Approved.
Treasurer's Report – Blythe:
Operational Income and Expense: Contribution income YTD is at 102%, total operating income is
108%. Total operating expenses 91%. Looking at operating expenditures, she pointed out the Bank
Charges and Checks which was under budgeted. Also Lawn Service amount of $632.50, some of
which was prepaid for next year. Security Services expense of $1,044 was due to a 5 year
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Changes in Equity: Expenses for the month were broken down and explained. There was a $3,378
expense from Rummage Sale Fund to pay for the new garbage disposal. Also a $1,817 expense in
Building Funds for removal of bat. There as a $10,000 addition to Endowment Funds.
Balance Sheet: Net cash assets are $199,691. Net cash assets $197,353. Total available assets
are $644,082.
Motion M01-14-05: Ken moved that we accept the reports as presented. Lori seconded.
Approved. Motion M01-14-06: Margie moved that we pay bills. Blythe seconded. Approved.
Motion M01-14-07: Michele moved that we adjourn. Blythe seconded. Approved.

Financial Report as of December 31, 2020
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses

Actual
$ 28,595.00
$ 4,636.00
$ 33,231.00
$ 19,925.24

Budgeted
$ 15,218.67
$ 3,739.17
$ 18,957.83
$ 18,900.42
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YTD Actual
$ 191,007.00
$ 55,334.00
$ 246,341.00
$ 208,183.41

YTD Budget
$ 182,624.00
$ 44,870.00
$ 227,494.00
$ 226,805.00

Lay Ministries Schedule
Ministries
VPOD

Feb 7

Feb 14

Feb 21

Feb 28

Lori E

Linda B

Ken G

Blythe B

Hospitality Team
9:30 am
Greeters
Ushers

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Recycle Team

Karen G

Jan S

Marcia A

Lynda W

Lori E

Vince C

Rick

Doug A

Ciaya S

Vincent C

Darius H

Michael B

LEM
Sunday 9:30 am

Acolytes

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Feb 15 - Office close to observe Presidents Day
Feb 16 -Shrove Tuesday Drive thru Pancake supper
Feb 17 - Ash Wednesday
Feb 20 - Vestry Retreat
Feb 27 - Mobile Food Pantry
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Please submit articles for the
March 2021 FLAME to the church
office by February 15.
Thank you

Regular Services:
Sunday:

9:30 am Holy Eucharist

Education:
Sunday:

Sunday School @ 10:30am
(September-May)

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is February 18.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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