
  

 

Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit 

1305 Thomas Dr, Bellevue, NE 68005 

April 18, 2021 

9:30 AM 

 RITE I  - Third Sunday in Easter 

WELCOME EVERYONE 
 
  

If you are our guest today, or are a member who has been away for a while, we are glad 

you joined us for worship today.  Please let us know you are joining us online by leaving a 

comment, or by emailing us so that we can say thank you. 

God Bless 
Fr Tom 

  CHS Office (402)291-7732 

  Office Email:  holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org 

  Fr Tom’s Email:  Frtom@chsepiscopal.org 

  Website:  http://chsepiscopal.org                
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 The Holy Eucharist Rite I 

Opening Hymn He is Risen, He is Risen Hymnal 180 

Welcome 
Peace 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is Risen. 
People:       The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:   

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.  

Gloria 

Celebrant and People:   

 Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 

The Collect of  the Day  [Please kneel or stand] 

Celebrant:    The Lord be with you. 
People:         And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant:    Let us pray: 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of 
our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of  the Word 

The First Lesson:  Acts 3:12-19 
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Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by 
our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of 
Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a 
murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are       
witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the 
faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he 
had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that 
your sins may be wiped out.” 

Reader:       The Word of the Lord 

People:        Thanks be to God 

Psalm  4 

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 
you set me free when I am hard-pressed; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 
how long will you worship dumb idols and run after false gods?" 

3 Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; * 
when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me. 

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 
and put your trust in the LORD. 

6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD. 

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * 
more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 
for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

 

The Epistle:  First Letter of John 3:1-7 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The 
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we 
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will 
see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take 
away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or 
known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 
righteous. 

Reader:       The Word of the Lord 
People:        Thanks be to God 
 
 

The Gospel:  Luke 24: 36b-48 
 

Celebrant:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People:      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 



4 

 

 

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, 
and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 
your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While 
in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They 
gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything writ-
ten about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to  
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all na-
tions, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 

Celebrant:    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:        Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

Message                                                                                                   Roy Phillips 

The Nicene Creed      [Please stand]  

Celebrant:  Please stand as we confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of  the People  [Please kneel or be seated] 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's church and the world. 

Almighty and ever living God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers and supplications, and to 
give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to in-
spire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do 
confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 
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Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, the Arch Bishop of        
Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Scott, our Bishop; Tom, our Priest; that they may inspire and equip 
us to plan and work and pray for the growth of the Church. Grant that they may, both by their life and doc-
trine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.  

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, with meek 
heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and           
righteousness all the days of their life. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and every land, 
especially:  President Joe Biden, the Governor of the State, Pete Ricketts; and the elected officials of our indi-
vidual communities that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the 
world. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole     
creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor those who are ill, shut-in, 
hospitalized or recovering; especially  ___ are there others?  

And those with special concerns; especially ___, are there others?  and all those who, in this transitory life are in 
trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 

We ask that you be with the poor and oppressed, the unemployed and destitute, especially those who are hun-
gry, cold, and in need of our help; those imprisoned or held captive, especially those who struggle to survive; 
and all those who in this life face danger, violence, oppression, or degradation of any kind. 

We ask you to watch over all the members of our armed forces, especially those who are deployed, ____: are 
there any? and all their families, until they are once again reunited in peace. We also ask that you protect all 
those who are traveling and cannot be with us today, especially; _________ are there others? 

In the Anglican cycle of prayer, pray for _____ in the Diocese cycle of prayer, ____; in the DR for ____. In the 
Parish Cycle of pray the ____ for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 

We give thanks for those who are celebrating birthdays this week, especially;  _____ are there others?  those 
who are celebrating wedding anniversaries this week, especially ________ are there others? and for those     
people and occasions that you name at this time: 

We also bless thy Holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, especially _________ 
are there others? beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace 
so to follow the good examples of all thy saints that with them, we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

Confession of  Sin 

Let us humbly confess our sin unto Almighty God. 

Minister and People 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
       maker of all things, judge of all men: 

We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 

We do earnestly repent, 
 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
 the burden of them is intolerable. 
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Have mercy upon us, 
 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
 forgive us all that is past;  

and grant that we may ever hereafter 
 serve and please thee in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those who 
with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

A Minister may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and  
I will refresh you.    Matthew 11:28 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him should not   
perish, but have everlasting life.    John 3:16 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
1 Timothy 1:15 

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the perfect offering for 
our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.    1 John 2:1-2 

Almighty God, whose will it is to hold heaven and earth in the peace of your kingdom, give peace to your church, 
peace among nations, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Amen 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Hymn  Sing, Ye Faithful Hymnal 492 

Doxology 

Celebrant:   All things come of thee, O Lord  
People:        And of thy own have we given thee. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you.  
People:        And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:        We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant:    Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People:         It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Celebrant:   It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 
Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

https://www.bcponline.org/HE/offsenthe1.html
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Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

 Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

The people kneel or stand. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only 
Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of     
himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole 
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious 
death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying,  

 "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying,  

 "Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for 
 the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, 
which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his 
blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most 
hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe        
to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we,     
receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and 
passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; 
most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in 
his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and 
living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy   
Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy 
grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to 
accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord;  

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, 
world without end. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  

The Lord's Prayer     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 



8 

 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
  Forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.  

Celebrant and People     

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own                
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up 
the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his 
blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  

Facing the people, the Celebrant offers the following invitation: 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these   ho-
ly mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are 
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech 
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy           
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Announcements 

Birthday & Anniversary Prayers 

The Dismissal 

Going forth Hymn  Christ is Alive Hymnal 182 

 

The Nave Presence Candle is given by Fr Tom and Sharon in Thanksgiving for our daughter Casey 

and her family. 
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WEEKLY MINISTRY TEAMS 

Ministries April 18 April 25 

VPOD Blythe B Cindy P 

Hospitality Team Team 1 Team 2 

Altar Guild: Team 3 Team 4 

Recycle Team: Jan S Marcia A 

LEMs: Vince C Rick S 

Acolytes Ailynn M William R 

Birthday/Anniversary Prayers  

Birthday Prayer:  O God, our times are in your hands:  Look with favor, we pray, on this your servant, as they  
begin another year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness, all 
the days of their life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Anniversary Prayer:   O gracious and ever living God, look mercifully on these who have been joined together.  
Grant them your blessing, and assist them with your grace, that with fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and 
keep their promises and vows; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen 

Birthdays: 
John P 

Glenna M 
Chris G 
Logan S 

Michele H 
Kristin K 

 

Anniversaries:  
Beth & Scott F 
Rick & Rita S 



10 

 

This Week’s Highlights 

 

Weekly Reopening Update: While we saw a decline in the number of area covid cases over the past week, the 7 
day average is still higher than diocesan guidelines for holding large group indoor public worship. With another 
chilly Sunday morning forecast, making outside worship uncomfortable, we suggest that members who have not 
been fully vaccinated, or who are uncomfortable with gathering in public spaces, join us online for worship this 
weekend. We apologize for the inconvenience and pray the numbers continue to decline. 

 

Mobile Pantry: Our next Mobile Pantry event is scheduled for Saturday (24 Apr). The pantry is offered for     
anyone who has need of grocery assistance. Please help us spread the word by sharing the news via Facebook and 
by telling those who might need some assistance that our distribution will begin at 10:00 am and go through 
Noon (or until the food runs out, whichever occurs first). Volunteers are asked to arrive by 9:30 am and to enter 
the parking lot through the Thomas Dr entrance. For more information, please contact Margie Guy, or call the 
church office. 

 

Coffee Hour: This past week, the Vestry explored some ideas offered on how we might safely resume after     
service fellowship time, when we might resume communion distribution, and other reopening issues and         
concerns.  Please watch the upcoming issue of the Flame for a summary of their thoughts. Our hope is to resume 
some form of social gathering by May 2nd, when Bishop Barker is expected to join us for worship. 

 

Volunteers Needed: As we reopen, we are looking for additional volunteers to help support our hospitality,  
worship, and outreach ministry teams. If you might be interested in learning more about what you can do, please 
contact the church office. 

 

Youth Mission: The Diocese has given the go-ahead for its summer youth mission trip. The initial plan was to 
serve the people of the Rosebud Reservation. However, due to the absence of a reservation mission coordinator 
(the current one leaves the reservation this month) the trip is being replanned. Watch the next issue of The Flame 
for an update. This trip is open to all parish youth (12-18). The cost per youth is $250. Parish scholarships of $125 
are available to help offset the cost. Additional funding is available if needed to ensure no youth miss out on this 
trip because of funding issues. For more information, contact Fr. Tom. 

 

Camp Canterbury: The diocese is finalizing plans for this year’s summer camp. Provided the virus numbers  
continue to improve, the planned dates are July 19th-23rd. Camp is open to youth entering grades 4-12. For more 
information, please visit the diocesan website at https://campcanterbury.episcopal-ne.org. 

 

Holy Land 2022: Last year’s planned trip is now rescheduled for May 2-13, 2022. To review itineraries and cost 
of similar pilgrimages planned for 2022, visit https://lightlinena.com. Please contact Fr. Tom if you might be in-
terested in attending. 

 
Community Service: Kohll’s Pharmacy is looking for volunteers to assist in managing their vaccination program. 
Opportunities include: Greeter/clerical, traffic control/directing customers to the clinic, and data entry. To sign 
up, for a time and location that fits your availability, visit https://kohllsrx.com/covid-19/volunteer/.. 

https://campcanterbury.episcopal-ne.org
https://lightlinena.com
https://kohllsrx.com/covid-19/volunteer/

