The Flame
APRIL 2020
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and grow in
their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Holy Week at CHS
With the requirement for maintaining our social distance, and the suspension of gathering together in
one place for public worship, we will continue and expand our online worship throughout Holy Week.
Monday-Thursday we will offer morning prayer via zoom at 9:30 am. At each service, we will
include the reading of several stations of the cross finishing them the morning of Maundy Thursday.
To join in our worship click on the following link at 9:30 am: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/940043878. If
you have not used zoom before, you will need to download a small file. It is best to use a computer
with camera and microphone. If you do not have one with these items, your smart phone will work
very nicely. A service bulletin to follow along with the service can be found on our website at
www.chsepiscopal.org.
On Good Friday, at 9:00 am, we will post a video of our Lay Eucharistic Ministers reading the
passion on our Facebook page and our You Tube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/
CHS1305. At Noon, we will post a video walking the stations of the cross in our sanctuary. Please
share these with family and friends.
For Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil, join parishes from across the diocese
at 7:00 pm as we share in online worship provided by our Cathedral. To join in worship, click in the
following link: https://www.facebook.com/TrinityCathedralOmaha.
On Easter Sunday: Join us on our Facebook page at 9:00 am for our online Easter celebration. For
those who wish to follow along with the service, a service bulletin is available for download on our
website homepage at www.chsepiscopal.org.
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FR TOM’S TIDBITS

These last couple of weeks have been tough as our worlds have been turned
upside down with the onslaught of the coronavirus. People meant to be in
community, we have found ourselves without the regular support a community has
to offer, as our need for social distancing has become so important. To find that
support we long for, we have begun to seek other forms of community. Technology
has helped us somewhat, as we are able to gather together online to worship, pray, and hear
God’s Word; but it lacks what many need, the physical aspect of community. I suggested that
one way we can overcome this, was by picking up the phone and giving one another a call, and
when able, using the video capabilities of our smartphones. While this helps, it too falls short.
The good news is that this time will pass, and before long we will resume many of the practices
we did before. However, there are some things which may have changed forever. I think this
idea of social distancing will carry forward in some form or another. This is not all bad. As a
society, we have become more intimate with one another, and in doing so we have largely lost
touch with the personal space we used to maintain; you know, that 3-foot bubble we used to
separate one another with. At the same time, we seem to have less respect for one another than
we once did. One reason may be the constant negative reporting of the media, another might be
this ever growing feeling of an overcrowding of our personal space, our personal thoughts, or
even our actions.
How will all this play out in our community? I do not know. My prayer is that we will be so glad to
see one another again, we might find that the things we thought so important, things that divided
us more than unified us, are not as important as we once thought; and for a while, we will come
together truly sharing in the love, grace, and mercy of God in a way that strengthens our
relationships with God and one another. What I fear is that some will have become so self-reliant
during this time they will no longer feel they need the community they once were part of, or that
people they once relied on are no longer as important as they once were. This is a real danger
and something we must aware of. The way to overcome this is to not lose touch with those
around us, and if we feel a relationship slipping away, we must take action to reconnect and
strengthen it in whatever way we can, and as quickly as we can. Not because we are afraid of
isolation, but because we are brothers and sisters in Christ, and as family we have
a responsibility to and for one another, because we are bound together as one in Spirit and one
in Christ.

Office Hours and Emergency Contact
As of April 1st, we are continuing with normal office hours. Should a shelter in place order be
declared, we will adjust so as to have someone here as much as possible should an emergency
arise. If you need to get hold of Fr. Tom, and no one answers the office phone, please text or call Fr.
Tom on his cell at 402-709-8164.
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Lenten Labyrinth Day
A few members of the Daughters of the King® chapter, came out
on Saturday, March 21st to walk the labyrinth and the Stations of
the Cross and to pray during this time of Lent and the crisis facing
our world. A couple of other parishioners stopped by to check out
the labyrinth.

Mobile Pantry
Our mobile pantry event was held at the end of March using a modified drive-through model. Thanks
to the Foodbank for having prepackaged items for distribution and to the number of volunteers who
came to load items directly into our guest’s cars. Expecting chaos, the first time using this model
drive through model, we were surprised at how smoothly the distribution went. We will use this
model again when we hold our April pantry on Saturday, April 25 th.

Bishop Barker
Special thanks to Bishop Barker who stopped by to preach during our
online service on the 5th Sunday of Lent. It was a pleasure to have
him join us and to help us expand our online presence.
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Coronavirus
The news that hit us hard last month was the aggressiveness of the Coronavirus and the concerns
we shared in helping to flatten the curve. The bishop first directed all Episcopal Churches across
the Diocese to suspend public worship through Saturday, April 4 th in hopes we would be able to
gather for Holy Week. As the month progressed, and there was no decline in the spread of the
virus, the decision was made to extend the suspension through Sunday, May 10 th. While this was a
devastating blow to our sense of community, it afforded us an opportunity to push forward with
something the Vestry has been discussing over the last year, online worship. This has given us an
opportunity to foster our feeling of community by coming together, if not in the same place, at the
same time, to worship, pray, and hear God’s Word. When the danger is behind us, we look forward
to gathering together again, and to celebrate our connections to one another in Christ.

Online Worship
We are three weeks into the suspension of public worship, and thankfully technology has provided
us with the means to come together. I pray that we have all had a chance to participate in our Facebook Live broadcasts. If you have not joined us, then I encourage you to visit our Facebook page,
like it, and then watch for our service at 9:00 am on Sunday mornings.
If you do not have a Facebook account, no problem. You can click on the link on our website home
page and it will take you right to our Facebook page where you can watch the service as a guest.
Another option is to visit our parish channel on You Tube where you will find the service available for
viewing shortly after the service is over. To find us on You Tube, you can click on the link found on
our parish website, or you can type You Tube into Google, click on the link to their home page, then
type CHS1305 into the search bar. It will take you straight to our channel where the you can find our
recorded services and the Sunday message.
We hope you are able to join us during our live broadcast and please feel free to let your friends and
family know we are broadcasting. We have already found new people following us in just the three
weeks we have been doing so. When you do join us, please remember to let us know you are there
by typing the word Amen in the comments or by liking the broadcast. This will give us an idea of the
number of people watching and will be used to help us estimate our Sunday attendance. Of course,
you are invited to share our worship post with your family and friends helping us spread the word to
the wider community.

Zoom Meetings
With our ability to meet together in person curtailed, at least for now, the parish
has subscribed to an online meeting service called Zoom. It is very easy to use
from either your home computer, your tablet, or your smart phone. There is even
a way to just dial in if you do not have a smart phone. All that is needed is for the
person holding the meeting to send out of an invitation that includes a link that
you then simply click on. If you would like to host a meeting for your ministry,
using zoom, call the office and Fr. Tom will assist you in setting it up.
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Assisting Those In Need
I want to thank those who have called the office to offer their services should any of our parishioners
who have health concerns, that keeps them from going out into the public, and need assistance with
groceries or other activities. We will gladly welcome anyone who wishes to add their names to this
list. Also, if you find yourself in need, do not hesitate to call the office or contact Fr. Tom. We will find
someone to assist you in whatever way we can.

Financial Concerns
One issue many are facing, is the steady flow of income we need to make ends meet. If you find
yourself in a financial bind, please contact the church office, we may be able to find short term assistance to get you through a tough patch.
The longer this crisis continues, the more uncertain we become and the more cautious we are with
the funds we have. It is no different for our parish. For those who are able, we ask that you continue
to mail in your pledge contributions, or stop by the office and use the drop box outside the office
door. We recognize that you may not be able to do so until things settle down, and that is okay. We
are currently exploring all the options we have available to get through this without faulting on any of
our fiscal obligations.

Prayer Requests
If you have a specific prayer request, please submit it through the office at 402-291-7732 or
holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org and it will be forwarded to the Daughters of the King®.
In the meantime, please join the Daughters by praying for the following:
• pray for all the healthcare professionals.
• pray for those battling COVID-19 and those who have concerns that they might be
affected.
• pray for those who have lost their job due to work closures and cutbacks due to the
pandemic.
• pray for students who now must learn through home schooling or e-learning.
• pray for teachers who now must teach through e-learning.
• pray for parents who must home school and facilitate e-learning.
• pray for parents who are working from home and helping their children by home
schooling and e-learning.
• pray for those who are in the high risk group that they may stay healthy.
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Lent Program
As the bishop suspended public worship, we were also instructed to suspend our parish programs.
Unfortunately, the Sunday evening soup suppers and lent program was ended before the final three
sessions had been completed. I have talked with the VA representative, and the Financial Planner,
and they will gladly reschedule when it is once again safe for us to gather together in public. I will
pass along the new dates once we are able to plan accordingly.

Journeys
Another major program that has suspended its activities, is our Journeys program.
We are in hopes that the suspension is lifted in time for our Transitions service
May 13th. If it has not been lifted, we will reschedule the service for another date.

College Care Boxes--Cancelled
Unfortunately, the Daughters of the King® are unable to send out the care boxes full of goodies to
our college students this spring due to the coronavirus. As much as the chapter wanted to support
the students at this time, several factors influenced the decision. The Daughters apologize and
hope that the students understand.

Parish Clean-up
Our annual spring clean-up is on hold until early May. We will try to schedule it so to dust things off
that have sat idle during this time. In the meantime, if you drive by the church and see something out
of sorts, please help us by picking it up and throwing it away, or by calling the office and letting us
know what you see. Before corporate worship at CHS resumes, we will have completed at least one,
and possibly two, deep cleanings of our parish facilities.
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Holy Week – Easter Worship
If you have not gathered from other articles, we are not going to experience Holy Week in the usual
way. On Palm Sunday, Fr. Tom will offer online worship. Afterwards, between 10:30 and 11:30, we
will offer drive-by palm distribution. Just pull into the parking lot, stop by the red doors, and someone
will bring out palms for you to take home. We will also include a handout that you can use to fold
your palm into a cross.
Throughout the rest of Holy Week (Monday – Friday), Fr. Tom will offer morning prayer at 9:30 each
morning.
On Easter morning, we will celebrate our Lord’s resurrection coming together online to share in the
good news.

Pentecost Celebration
As of right now, we are planning for a parish wide celebration on the
feast of Pentecost. This is our parish feast day and should we be able
to return to worshipping together in our sanctuary, it would be an a
perfect time for a party. As the needs are identified, we will pass the
word through announcements and next month’s issue of the Flame so
that we can prepare for a real feast.

Werner Park On Hold
As the start of the MLB season has been delayed, so too has the start of the minor league season.
The Storm Chasers organization will let us know when they intend to begin play so that our service
teams will be able to get ready to serve the public.
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Youth Mission Trips
Unfortunately, the youth trips to the Dominican Republic and Rosebud Reservations have been
cancelled

Holy Land Trip
The pilgrimage company has suspended travel arrangements outside the country for the time being.
Until safe travel is assured, they do not want to make any commitments or make any reservations.
What this means for our planned trip to the Holy Land is that it may be delayed until next spring. The
company did say that should both the US and Israeli governments say that travel between countries
will be deemed safe, there is a possibility that trip prices might be reduced to promote a return to
normal operations. We will keep you posted on any developments and recommend that those
interested in going continue to set aside what they can in anticipation of this trip occurring.

EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock

EASTER 2020 – New Life Celebrated Again
EARTH DAY 2020 – Saving That Life Today
April 22, 2020 is the 50th anniversary of Earth Day – and we still need a unified response to an
environmental crisis. There are striking similarities between 1970 and 2020 in the United States. In
1970 the nation was riven by war, protest, and a vast cultural divide. President Nixon was not an
environmentalist by any measure, but because the American people demanded it, he signed the
necessary bills and in the following three years four more bills were passed by Congress that related
to environmental protection of air, water, and endangered species. Today we have a new crisis to
deal with that will curtail citizen activism for earth care. Last year there were 650,000 people taking
part in 1,300 events. Young people were the activists.
I urge each of us to commit to new and prayerful ways to serve and preserve the beauty and
vibrancy of this home God has so generously provided for us.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, you declare your glory and show forth your handiwork in the heavens and
in the earth: Deliver us from the service of self alone, that we may do the work which you have
given us to do in truth and beauty and for the common good. Amen -The Book of Common Prayer
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VESTRY MINUTES
March 12, 2020

Vestry Members present: Fr. Tom Jones, Ken Gomeringer, Blythe Becker, Margie Guy, Lisa Weilandt,
Terri Storm, Michelle Hagen. Also present: Carol McLaughlin, recorder and Virginia Babcock, guest.
Fr. Tom opened the meeting at 6:30 pm with prayer. A new interactive prayer format was used, where Fr.
Tom read an opening prayer, followed by each vestry member taking turns reading a prayer, and all
reading the final prayer in unison.
TEACHING / STUDY:
Fr. Tom asked for thoughts on the Vestry Retreat last week. Generally the comments were favorable
regarding the activities, discussions, and the All Saints Retreat Center location. Some members felt that
the long drive there on two subsequent days was too much. There was discussion regarding condensing
the retreat into just one day.
Chapter One from the book Beyond Business as Usual was distributed for reading prior to the next
scheduled Vestry meeting. Members should be prepared to discuss this chapter at that time.
INFORMATION:
We will be testing a new format for vestry meetings, comprising of three modules: Information,
Discussion Items, and Decision Items. This will be for a trial period of 3 months after which we will decide
whether or not to continue with this format.
The Diocese has approved reimbursement in the amount of $6,000 to Fr. Tom for his work as Vicar
for the Mission.
New phone system: This is still tabled. Lori Erickson will be working on this in the next month or so.
New VPOD schedule is available, members can find it in their mailboxes. Please inform Karen of any
swapped times so she can update the schedule.
Vestry members should continue to work with their ministries on completing their inventory of assets.
We want this completed by the end of the year.
Heller ashes have been removed from the Columbarium and taken to St. Martin's. Family has
relinquished claim to the niche and it reverts now to CHS.
Fr. Tom needs 3 volunteers to review the 2 applications we have received for scholarship grants.
Linda had already volunteered. Blythe and Michelle also volunteered.
The discussion at St. Martha's scheduled for tomorrow has been canceled due to the Coronavirus
outbreak.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Virginia Babcock spoke to the vestry with her thoughts on how our church can improve it's standing
in the community, and be more welcoming. She is concerned about the loss of members, the lack of
participation by current members, and had some suggestions on how we can improve our image.
Some of her observations included:
Signage is sub-standard. She specifically mentioned the sign at the bottom of the hill on Ft.
Crook is bent and rusted.
The cross on the roof of the church is deteriorating, and needs to be repaired and cleaned, and
lighting added.
Need to find new ways to become a more active participant in the neighborhood and community.
She suggested ways to bring young people into the fold as well.
The vestry expressed appreciation for her insight and constructive comments, and agreed that many
of the ideas she presented would be considered for implementation as finances permit.
Because our trash service rules for recyclables have changed (only accepting cardboard now), Fr.
Tom presented a proposal we have received from a member to host some compost club containers.
He passed around a pamphlet explaining what type of recyclables can be placed in the containers.
The compost containers consist of locked 64 gallon totes, which should fit in the old trash area and
not be visible to neighbors. He asked for a couple of volunteers to contact the member who
proposed this to discuss the details further and report back to the Vestry next month. Cindy and Terri
volunteered to do this.
Some potential unfunded projects were discussed for consideration and prioritization in 2020. Some
of the projects proposed are:
• The cross on top of the building needs to be repaired and lighting added
• Hot water lines need to be run to the rest rooms
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Outdoor signage should be updated and repaired
Removal of the two pine trees in front of the circle drive.
The Parish Response to the Bishop's recommendations of changes to be made due to the outbreak
of Coronavirus was handed out. This written response was handed out for review by Vestry members. This response includes plans for cleaning and disinfecting common areas, use of hand sanitizer, social distancing during any gatherings, changes to the actual services (some effective immediately, and some the following week) including the peace, communion, and the offertory, and protocol
for coffee hour practices and procedures. Sunday school and all youth group activities are suspended and the remaining two nights of our Lenten program are canceled. Most changes will remain in
effect at least until Easter.
Fr. Tom went around the table asking for additional discussion items.
• Margie proposed that we have a presence at National Night Out event in Bellevue on August
4th. We will look into having a booth at this event, more information will be gathered.
DECISION ITEMS:
Several upcoming vestry meetings will coincide with Thirsty Thursday nights at Werner Park.
Assuming that the baseball season will commence by then (and not delayed by the Coronavirus
emergency), the first conflicting night is April 16th. Vestry agreed to change the April meeting to
Tuesday the 14th.
Treasurer Report – Blythe:
Operational Income and Expense: Contribution income YTD is at almost 100% and other income is
at 97%. Expenditures were mostly within normal. Cleaning service reflected a two month payment.
Copier expense was up a bit due to funerals and Christmas use.
Changes in Equity: Expenses for the month explained. Fr. Tom explained why there is a negative
figure in fund balances. This is not a true negative, and will balance out eventually.
Balance Sheet: Net cash assets are $182,346. Total available assets are $574,803. Our reserve is
$50,000, which is unrestricted, so we are in good shape there.
Motion M03-12-01: Michelle moved that we accept the reports as presented. Margie seconded.
Approved. Motion M03-12-02: Ken moved that we pay the bills. Michelle seconded. Approved.
The following Fund Expenditure requests were reviewed and presented to be signed by the
Treasurer:
•
•

Fund

Purpose

Amount

Building

Narthex cabinet

300.00

Bldg & Grounds

Welcome Center

56.56

Oktoberfest

Supplies / Prizes

385.85

CHS Grants

Siena Francis food

411.38

Dio Neb Grants: After spending money on the Welcome Center we have $24.55 left.
ERD: We have $1105 left, which will pay for 3 more food pantries. We will decide after that how to
use any remaining funds.
Fr. Tom offered the closing prayer. Meeting adjourned.

Financial Report as of February 29, 2020
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses

$
$
$
$

Actual
12,446.00
2,890.00
15,336.00
17,999.95

Budgeted
$ 15,218.67
$ 3,739.17
$ 18,957.83
$ 18,886.25
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YTD Actual
$ 29,064.00
$ 24,985.00
$ 54,049.00
$ 34,341.73

YTD Budget
$ 30,437.33
$ 7,478.33
$ 37,915.67
$ 37,772.50

Lay Ministries Schedule

Ministries
VPOD
8am: Greeters

April 5

April 12

April 19

April 26

10:30am
Hospitality Team
Greeters
Ushers
Coffee Host
Altar Guild
Altar Bread
LEVs
Recycle Team
LEM
8 am

Sun 9am

Jennifer W

Rick S

Michele H

Ken G

Lessons
Prayers

10:30am Lessons
Prayers
10:30am Acolytes

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Please submit articles for the
May 2020 FLAME to the church
office by April 15.
Thank you

Apr 25: Mobile Food Pantry @ 10am
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Regular Services:
Saturday:
Sunday:

5:00 pm Holy Eucharist (chapel)
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite 1 (church)
Nursery from 9:30–11:30 am
10:30 am Holy Eucharist (church)
Wednesday: 9:30 am Holy Eucharist / Healing Prayer
(chapel)

Education:
Sunday:

9:30 am Sunday School (September-May)

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is April 15.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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