The Flame
March 2021
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Youth Group Bingo

Last month our Youth Group joined our Journey’s group for an evening of fun
and games. Enjoying a great dinner, and a few games of bingo, our youth left
with lots of prizes. Special thanks to Marcia Adams, Pam Chisam, Lori Stevens,
and Sharon Jones for their time and energy pulling together dinner and dessert,
and to Michele Hagen who called a great game of cover-all bingo.
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits
Looking out my office window, the snow in the parking lot is piled high. This past
weekend’s 8 ½ inches, adding to the mounds, further reduces the parking spaces
available; and while the sun is shining today, I know that winter is not yet over. The
good news is that Spring is in sight. Likewise, the overwhelming nature of covid is
slowly giving way to the efforts of science and personal responsibility. Its end too is
in sight. But just like winter, it is not over yet, we must maintain our preparedness
and due diligence. Like last weekend’s storm, it can easily overwhelm us again. To
minimize its impact, we must find ways that enable us to meet the needs before us.
As we prepare to reopen, I understand the anxiousness and reservation of many in our parish
family. I wanted to let you know that your Vestry is taking reopening very seriously. Not only are
they looking intently at the safety precautions we must take in the near future, but they are also
exploring the various ways in which we can continue being a community of faith in the
ever-changing world around us. Just as the scientists had to adapt the way they dealt with covid,
as they learned more about it, we too will need to adapt our ways of being in community, as we
learn more about what it means to be a people of faith living in a world in which we are seen as
even less relevant than we were before.
Sadly, the days are even farther behind us when people would search out the church. Where we
once enjoyed the many guests walking through our doors, we must now find a way to take the
church to them. Our online worship has been a step in that direction, but it not enough. Like
reruns of Gilligan’s island, while the script changes slightly each week, the story doesn’t really
change. For some, that is reassuring; for others, it offers little incentive to make any long-term
commitment. If we are going to introduce Christ to others, in a way that invites them into
relationship, we must relook at what we do, and what we say, to ensure they not only point
people in the direction of Jesus, but also to encourage people in their journey enough so that they
want to return for more.
I am not suggesting we move in the direction of entertainment. Instead, I am hoping we can find a
way to move in the direction of engagement, because it is through engagement, we find not only
purpose and meaning, but relationship as well. How might we encourage engagement? While
there are a number of church programs that profess to do so, it really begins with each of us. We
must be willing to take a step of faith, trusting in God to use what we do and say, to touch the
hearts of those around us. We don’t need to try and take on the world, just our little piece of it. As
we try to figure out how to do this in our community, I ask for your prayers and assistance in
whatever ways you can. Not sure what opportunities exist to participate, or how you can help?
Give me a call, let’s talk. Together, we can make a difference, lifting others up and inviting them
to know what we know, the power and depth of God’s love.
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Deacon’s Corner
As I mentioned in my last article for The Flame (my short biography), I’m
currently a student at Bishop Kemper School for Ministry in Topeka, Kansas.
Having just finished a class earlier this month, it brings to mind an issue that is
constantly on my mind-the inability for us to gather in person for classes due to
the COVID-19 Pandemic. The last class I attended in person was March of 2020, every class
session since then has been virtual (via Zoom). It’s great that we can keep on track with our
classes, but I truly miss gathering at Grace Cathedral in Topeka for several different reasons.
Putting the drive aside, almost three hours, getting together at Upton Hall on the Friday evening
prior to class was not only something that I looked forward to with anticipation, but was a nice
way to end the work week-relaxing with classmates, conversing about what had happened since
our last class and ended up turning into a nice way to wind down the week in preparation for our
studies the following morning. The friendships that have been built and fostered during our time
there are something that I’ll cherish for quite some time. Even though most of us in class are
Episcopalians, we do have other denominations attending (to include Lutherans), and we all
have different ways of looking at life and expressing our beliefs. My personal outlook on life in
general has truly been enhanced just from the relationships that I’ve built in Topeka since
starting classes.
I hope and pray that this Pandemic will run its course and allow us to get back to at least some
sort of “normal” life, a life that includes gathering in church with our friends, family and
neighbors. I’ve mentioned to Bishop Barker on numerous occasions, that the one thing that I
truly miss during all of this is the community time with not only my classmates, but the
parishioners that I’ve grown accustomed to seeing on a weekly basis. I think that I can safely
assume that feeling is being felt by many at Church of the Holy Spirit as well; all we can do is
keep the faith, believe that our prayers will be answered and that we’ll be able to gather again in
worship as God has intended.

Roy Phillips

Financial Secretary
As most of you are aware, with Pam’s departure, the Vestry has decided to
combine our Parish Administrator and Financial Secretary duties. As we make this transition, we
have been blessed with the assistance of Corey Hagen. Corey has done a wonderful job helping
us sort out some of the coordination issues that come with a changeover in personnel. Corey will
be helping us through the springtime and is helping us develop a continuity book that will offer
guidance to ensure we continue to fulfill our fiscal obligations without any interruptions.

3

Annual Meeting
At the end of January, we held our annual parish meeting. During our
meeting, which was held over Zoom and with the Vestry in the parish
hall, we thanked Lori Erickson and Lisa Weilandt for their years of service
on the Vestry, we welcomed our newest Vestry members, Leslie Nutting
and Judy Darrell, elected our new senior and junior wardens – Michele
Hagen and Ken Gomeringer, and heard from our parish treasurer the financial health of our parish
and the challenges in 2021. We also elected delegates for Annual Council (to be held in Lincoln on
the weekend of October 21-23. Congratulations to Michele Hagen, Linda Blinston, Lori Erickson, and
Ken Gomeringer. Alternates selected were Sharon Jones and Corey Hagen.

Shrove Tuesday
A special shout out to Terri Storm, Michele Hagen, and Sharon Jones who
stepped up to help prepare our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner. This
year’s dinner looked different. Instead of our usual parish hall gathering, we
offered a drive through meal. Thank you to those who stopped by, dropped off
your palms, and who contributed to support our youth activities fund.

Ash Wednesday
With the declining covid numbers, we were able to hold in-house Ash
Wednesday services. Thanks to all the volunteers who served as
ushers, greeters, readers, and acolytes. Special thanks to the Bell
Choir who offered us a wonderful piece of music and to Beth
Fredrickson who, as a soloist, brought singing back to our worship.
Despite the lower number of in-person attendees, when we add to
this number, those who joined us online, we were actually blessed to
have our second highest attendance in 5 years.

Mobile Pantry
Thank you to all the volunteers who have made our January and
February Mobile Pantry events such a success. Thanks to the
organization of the Foodbank for the Heartland, we have been
able to continue offering our events outdoors using drive-through
distribution in lieu of our standard indoor pantries. Our
next pantry event is Saturday, March 27th. We are
always looking for volunteers. If you are able to help
out, please contact the office or Margie Guy.
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Lent Program
This year’s Lent program is underway. Meeting Sunday mornings, beginning at 11:30am, on Zoom, we are studying forgiveness, as it is described
in the scriptures. We will continue our program through Palm Sunday. Once
we reopen, those wishing to attend the study in-person may do so by calling the office and
reserving your seat in advance. To join us online, visit our website by clicking on the following link:
https://www.chsepiscopal.org/2021-lent-program and then click on the Zoom link provided. Study
worksheets are also available on our Lent Program webpage.

ERD Donations
Lent is a time our parish has set aside to pray about and support
the Episcopal Relief & Development Fund. Throughout the
month of March, all donations made to ERD will be placed into a
holding fund and then sent to ERD after Easter. Most years we
have been able to provide matching, or at least supplemental funds along with our parish donation.
ERD was instrumental in helping Bellevue regain footing following the floods of 2019 and provided
CHS with funding to offer support to the Bellevue Food Pantry and provide additional Mobile Pantries to fill in the gap created by the flood. If you would like to make a contribution to ERD, please
note ERD in the Memo line of your checks or on any envelopes containing cash.

Parish Clean-up
On Saturday, March 20th, we will hold our annual spring clean-up
day in preparation for our Easter season. Beginning at 9:00am, Our
Building Committee, with the help of parish volunteers, will do what
we can to spruce up the place. There are a lot of little projects, both
inside and outside. If you have time to spare, please contact Dean Olander, or call the church office,
and let us know you will be stopping by to offer your assistance.

Time Change
It is time to again give back the extra hour we received last Fall. Don’t forget to
set your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday, March13th before you got to bed.
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Vestry Retreat
Last month our Vestry held their annual retreat, socially distanced of course.
During the retreat, the Vestry wrestled with what community will be like as we
come out of the pandemic. With new guidance from the diocese on what we are
alowed to do, and what we are to refrain from, the Vestry chose to look forward,
not focusing on what we cannot do, but of what we can. Even with limitations,
there is freedom to explore new and different ways of accomplishing the same thing. As the year unfolds, this will be a continuing item of
discernment for our Vestry and they will need our combined inputs. Please, if you have any ideas or concerns about what our shared ministry will look like
going forward, please let one of our Vestry members know. As a way of reaching out, Vestry members will be calling, emailing, or writing notes to members of the parish to keep us up to date on ministry developments. Your Vestry wants to hear from you, so if you do not receive a call, or don’t recognize a number on your caller ID, give the office a call and let Fr. Tom know your ideas or concerns, or ask Jean to get you in touch with one of our Vestry members.

Ministry Volunteer
As we prepare to reopen, we recognize not everyone is going to be ready to rejoin us for in-house
public worship. This means our ministry teams are going to be stretched very thin until their team
members are ready and able to return. Over the last year, we have had a skeleton crew working to
provide what worship and service they could. As our members return, we will need more volunteers
to make worship and service possible. Our skeleton team will be unable to
meet the growing needs. If, when we reopen, you are one of those who are
willing and able to return, we need your help.
Just to reopen, we need ushers, greeters, readers, and altar guild volunteers,
we need folks to help with our outreach and communication efforts, and we really need a few
volunteers who can help us with the livestreaming of our Sunday morning worship. Unless we work
together, we will not be able to sustain our current, or the anticipated increased demands much
longer. If you are able to help, in any way, please call the office to let us know how you are able to
help us live more fully into our shared ministry.

Reopening News
With the declining numbers of covid cases, and the increasing
availability of the vaccines, the Vestry has set Sunday March 7 th as
our proposed reopening date for Sunday in-person worship provided we have at least two weeks
where the 7-day average remains at or below DioNeb guidance. Once we open, to limit the impact of
diagnosed fluctuations, we will remain open provided the 7-day average does not go above 20 per
100,000 for two weeks in a row or exceed 30 for more two days in a row. Should these limits be
exceeded, we will return to online only worship until we have two weeks of good reporting, or add in
outdoor services once the weather improves.
One stipulation the bishop has placed on in-person worship, is that masks must be worn at all times,
except when receiving communion, or when lay readers or clergy are actively leading worship. We
will continue to sanitize, use fellowship cups for communion, and ask that people do not gather in
the parish hall following service. Hopefully, with the change in weather, we will be able to gather
after the service outdoors in the near future.
If you would like to use the same source the Vestry uses (as directed by the Bishop) please feel free
to click on the following link. Check the boxes for Cass, Douglas, and Sarpy Counties, uncheck the
box for Lancaster county, and you will be able to see the daily reporting and 7-day reported average.
Nebraska County COVID-19 Rates per 100K - UNMC-COPH Draft Thresholds - Healthy Nebraska |
Tableau Public
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Our 2021 Vestry members
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Treasurer:

Michele Hagen
Ken Gomeringer

Blythe Becker

Clerk:

Linda Blinston

Cindy Pekarek

Terri Storm

Margie Guy
Leslie Nutting
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Judy Darrell

EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock

“On the Second day, God created sky and ocean and God saw that it was good” Genesis 1
Today we see his handiwork, with some alterations from that Apollo17 photograph taken while flying
in outer space; all that blackness surrounding the “Blue Marble”. In the fifty years since that Apollo
flight, mother earth has suffered a host of changes, not many of which have been beneficial: dead
coral beds, tons of glacial ice melt flowing into the oceans, thousand of acres of forest (including rain
forest) destroyed, mountain landslides, catastrophic hurricanes of force and frequency. The world’s
climate has been, for the most part, stable for ten thousand years and now it is changing faster than
people can react to it. We do know about catastrophic events of the ancient past i.e., the ice age,
meteor collisions, erupting volcanoes, none of which were caused by human activity.
Some scientists are watching the current destruction around the globe and wonder how best to
preserve civilization. They truly believe that without innovative solutions and world-wide cooperation
to change human activity, existence as we know it, will not survive forever. God will surely have
something to say about that, no doubt. But it seems realistic to think God has put us here to ensure
that all creation thrives and that it survives threats from nature under our care and stewardship.
Do these things matter to Christians? Is God expecting us to be the frontlines protecting and
restoring the damage already done to his creation? Actually, each Sunday we pray for God’s help in
this matter, “for this fragile earth our island home”, our beautiful Blue Marble.

ACTION not HOPE
What might I do to help?
· Use paper and cloth bags.
· Avoid using plastic water bottles.
· Support local food growers.
· Minimize driving – carpool.
· Recycle paper, plastic toys, furniture, aluminum.
· Do not use Styrofoam.
· Teach family and friends about recycling, landfills, and the effects
climate change is having on animals and the natural world.
(National Geographic magazine is an excellent fact-based resource.
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Mission Trips and Summer Camp
The latest word from the Diocese, is that there will be no youth mission trip to the
Dominican Republic this year due to covid. In July, the diocese of the DR will
reassess their situation and the possibility of an adult trip in October is still under
consideration. As for the summer Rosebud Trip, talks are underway to attempt this
trip in late June. A decision should be reached by early April depending on vaccine
distribution and covid mutations. Should a trip not be possible, as a parish we will
try to offer some type of service project or pilgrimage for our youth ages 12-18. As for DioNeb
summer camp, the organizing committee has not made a decision at this time. They too are
expected to offer their decision in the April time period.

Painless Donations
The church receives money when you shop at Bakers. How?
TO ENROLL IN THE COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM
Members must visit Baker's website at www.bakersplus.com
•
Sign in OR create an account (if you need help, see Sharon)
•
Go to "My Account" under your sign in name
•
On the Menu list on the left, click on Community Rewards
•
Click on Enroll
•
Under "Find an Organization", either type in IB693 or Church of the Holy Spirit (Episcopal)
Click on Enroll.
When you shop, make sure to swipe your Plus card or enter the registered phone number. Every
time that you purchase qualifying items at Baker's the amount is contributed to Holy Spirit. CHS
then is given a percentage allocation of Baker's giving based on the percentage of total purchases
by all organizations. The more that our members purchase at Baker's, the larger our share of their
giving. Typically, the amount has averaged about $125 every quarter. Free money!
Also, check your receipts. It should state that "At your request, Bakers is contributing to Church of
the Holy Spirit (Episcopal)"

Notes from the Church Administrator
Are you feeling closed off from everyone, lonely, fed up with doing the
same thing? The church is able to hold small gatherings. What this
means is the different ministries can still gather. Why not hold a training day? Bring your sack
lunches, visit with your friends (social distancing of course) and do your training. When you do,
send me a picture and short write-up.
Call the church office to reserve your time. I would love to schedule you soon.
Jean
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Sunday March 28 – Sunday April 4
Service Times
Palm Sunday

9:30 am *

Holy Monday

Noon

Holy Tuesday

Noon

Holy Wednesday

9:30 am *

Maundy Thursday

6:30 pm *

Good Friday

Noon

Easter Vigil Saturday

6:30 pm *
6:30 pm *

Easter Sunday

9:30 am *

* These service times will also be broadcast live on our Facebook Page
Holy Communion will be offered at all services except Easter Vigil
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Vestry Meeting Minutes
February 19, 2021
Vestry Members present: Father Tom Jones, Margie Guy, Blythe Becker, Lori Erickson, Ken
Gomeringer, Linda Blinston. Cindy Pekarek. Leslie Nutting, Lisa Weilandt. Also present Carol
McLaughlin, recorder.
The meeting was opened at 6:30 pm with prayer. Fr. Tom welcomed Leslie as a returning vestry
member and acknowledged Lisa Weilandt's and Lori Erickson’s last meeting as outgoing vestry
members. He then went over some upcoming calendar events.
INFORMATION:
Update on QuickBooks: Corey is still running into issues with this project. We have found that our
current QuickBooks edition does not do everything we need it to do. We need one for non-profits
so that we can have multiple income expense funds. For QuickBooks that would mean additional
cost in the form of a subscription cost. Corey is looking into this cost and other options. He is also
looking at other church management programs available.
Phone System Replacement: Lori had no new update on this.
Front entry concrete repair: Margie had no further updates.
Blood Drive: Carol reported that the drive was successful overall. We had a full slate of 17 signed
up, however due to weather conditions that day there were several cancellations and no-shows,
and 3 deferrals. In spite of this, we collected 10 units.
Magdalene Omaha is adding Magdalene Nebraska, and they will be expanding their ministry to
include drug addiction, much will be done online. They are looking for satellite locations where
people can come to do the online work. We are checking into what we would need to do to be
designated as a “safe” location. There are grants available for this.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Covid19 Trends: Fr. Tom handed out new bar chart showing cases per 100,000 in Cass, Douglas
and Sarpy counties. There is a continuing downward trend. Last week we were actually below the
Diocesan limit of 20 cases, we were at 19. This has trended up slightly again but it appears to be
coming down again. The bishop sent out a memo on reopening guidelines which Fr. Tom shared
with the vestry. If the numbers stay down, we can look at possibly re-opening by the first week of
March. Also, the Diocese will be offering a post-pandemic grant of up to $5,000 which can be
used for resources to have in place when parish life fully resumes. We should be thinking of things
we can be doing to enhance our reopening so that we can apply for the grant money.
Saturday, February 20th is the annual Vestry retreat. The agenda was handed out. It begins at 8:30
with Daily Devotion. During the morning we will look at what we did pre-pandemic and how it will
translate to how we operate post-pandemic. After lunch will explore parish organization, engagement, and how to invite and sustain relationships. Lunch will be delivered by Panera. Closing
prayers and adjournment scheduled for 3:00.
An article titled “8 Trends Impacting Church Leadership for 2021” was handed out for Vestry
members to read and prepare to discuss..
DECISION ITEMS:
Budget Amendment: Corey found two line items that were not sufficiently increased. Fr. Tom
proposed to increase budget for bank charges to $120 per month and refuse collection to $61 per
month. Motion M02-19-01: Lori moved that the budget be amended accordingly. Blythe seconded.
Approved.
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Vestry Elections for Treasurer and Clerk for 2021:

Fr. Tom nominated Blythe Becker to continue as Treasurer for 2021. Ken seconded this
nomination. There were no other nominations. Approved.
Fr. Tom nominated Linda Blinston to the position of Clerk for 2021. Ken seconded the
nomination. There were no other nominations. Approved.
Sound and video system upgrade: Fr. Tom proposed some upgrades to our systems. Electrician
was consulted for recommendations. Some adjustments to camera and sound were made which did
help. Upgrades could include a hard-wired remote ($650), and four hand-held microphones which
would plug directly into our existing system ($3,300) We do have some money from our grant this
year, plus we can take some from Memorial Fund. And we could ask for an additional buy-in of $500
or more from the Diocese to help us upgrade. Motion M02-19-02: Ken moved that we move forward
with this. Lori seconded. Approved.

Treasurer's Report – Blythe:
Operational Income and Expense: Contribution income YTD is at 90%, total operating income is
89%. Total operating expenses 71%. Some expenses explained: Bank charges, which we talked
about when amending the 2021 budget earlier. End of year taxes. Snow removal above normal this
year. Rector's salary also corrected due to 401k not posted end of 2020. Corey is getting this
problem remedied going forward.
Changes in Equity: Expenses for the month were broken down and explained. 3 transactions moved
to Mission fund for travel etc: $1,500 was from Mission youth trip, $1,500 for seasonal offerings, and
$3,000 for special offerings. $225 out of Rector fund to pay Corey. $502 for snow blower. $234 from
Building Fund for security (fire alarm). $1,135 for sanctuary lighting. $507 from Memorial Savings
Fund moved to Altar Guild (per motion approved last month).
Balance Sheet: Cash assets are $203,649. Net cash assets $201,492. Total available assets are
$645,030.
Motion M02-19-03: Lori moved that we accept the reports as presented. Lisa seconded. Approved.
Motion M02-19-04: Margie moved that we pay bills. Ken seconded. Approved.
Motion M02-19-05: Lori moved that we adjourn. Lisa seconded. Approved.

Financial Report as of January 31, 2021
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses

$
$
$
$

Actual
15,710.00
460.00
16,170.00
13,376.71

Budgeted
$ 15,057.08
$ 1,532.25
$ 16,589.33
$ 18,666.75
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YTD Actual
$ 15,710.00
$
460.00
$ 16,170.00
$ 13,376.71

YTD Budget
$ 15,057.08
$ 1,532.25
$ 16,589.33
$ 18,666.75

Lay Ministries Schedule
Ministries

Mar 7

Mar 14

Mar21

Mar 28

VPOD

Cindy P

Margie G

Terri S

Lisa W

Hospitality Team
9:30 am
Greeters
Ushers

Team 5

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Recycle Team

Lynda W

Karen G

Jan S

Marcia A

Lori E

Doug A

Terri S

Michele H

Emily W

Zoe L

Evelyn C

Alex G

LEM
Sunday 9:30 am

Acolytes

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Mar 14 - Daylight Savings Begins
Mar 10 - Journeys Youth Group Roller Skate
Mar 20 - Parish Clean Up Day ( inside)
Mar 27 - Mobile Food Pantry
Mar 28 - Palm Sunday

Please submit articles for the
April 2021 FLAME to the church
office by March 18.
Thank you
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Regular Services:
Sunday:

9:30 am Holy Eucharist

Education:
Sunday:

Sunday School @ 10:30am
(September-May)

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is March18.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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