The Flame
September 2021
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Annual Church Picnic

What a beautiful morning for our annual parish picnic as we
usher in the new program year. We may not have been
lakeside, but that didn’t stop us of from having a little fun,
some great fellowship, and delicious food. Thankyou to those
who help set up and take down the tents, tables, and chairs in the
parking lot, those who worked hard in the kitchen and helped
clean the parish hall, and all those who brought the wonderful food
to share. The desserts were fabulous, and the variety of sides was
something to behold. Add in the wonderful weather we enjoyed
and the baptism we celebrated during worship; it could not have
been a nicer day.
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits
Beginning Sunday (12 Sep) we will return to offering two services on Sunday
mornings on a trial basis. Our new service times will be 8:00 & 10:00 am
(10am broadcast live on Facebook). Our 8:00 am service will use the Rite 1
liturgy with instrumental music only. Our 10:00 am service will use the Rite II liturgy
and will include the choir (and occasionally the Bell Choir).
If we are to make this return permanent, our Hospitality, Altar Guild, and Lay Eucharistic
Ministries need additional volunteers to make two services sustainable. Without assistance in
these ministries, it is highly unlikely the two-service option will continue beyond Thanksgiving and
our ability to host a full complement of services at Christmas is questionable. If you would like to
know how you might help, please contact Chris Darrell or Pauline Parson with regards to
Hospitality, Leslie Nutting with regards to Altar Guild, and Michele Hagen with regards to the Lay
Eucharistic Ministry.
My brothers and sisters, we need to overcome the pandemic’s transformation of worship from
being participatory to something we observe. I know that there is continued concern about the
covid virus. While I am not dismissing its danger, we must also recognize that isolation and/or a
total withdrawal from community life possess a danger as well. We need one another to continue
as a community. Alone, we struggle with fear and uncertainty. Without the help and assurance of
one another, we can begin to lose hold of that which binds us together, resulting in our drifting
farther and farther apart. Likewise, those who have served so faithfully, and who have given so
generously of themselves, throughout the pandemic, are growing weary, they need our help to
avoid frustration and burnout that can result in the same drifting apart from community.
I know what I am asking is hard. Many of you have done so much over the years and for all you
have done and given, we give thanks for the blessings you have been to this community. But I
must be honest with you. Our average attendance is 50% of what it was before the pandemic,
and the ministries facing critical shortages have seen a similar reduction in volunteers. This
means more and more is being asked of fewer and fewer. Likewise, this year’s financial health is
facing its own challenges. Due to the uncertainty Covid posed, many withheld pledges this year,
and some reduced their giving in the event that funding would be needed to sustain them through
tough times. As a result, your Vestry is expecting to use $25,000 out of our reserves to meet this
year’s fiscal obligations. Looking ahead to next year, the challenges both in ministry and finances
will be even greater if we are not able to find a way to overcome the imbalance this pandemic
accentuated and accelerated.
All is not doom and gloom. I have hope and faith in the power of the Holy Spirit working in us, to
do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. What changes will we face along the way? I am
not sure; but I believe with all my heart that God will guide us down the right pathway to make a
difference in our local community, and to help people meet Christ and grow in their relationship
with God through our worship, our service, and our fellowship.

Office Closed
The office will be closed on Monday (6 Sep) in observance of the
holiday. Fr. Tom can be reached via text or email should he be needed.
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Youth Activities
Eagle Projects:
Over the last 6 weeks, we have
been blessed with the completion of
two Eagle projects here at CHS. In
late June, Billy Berm expanded the
parking area for Scout trailers,
added new fencing to the back of

the parking lot behind the dumpsters, repaired our raised
flower beds outside the red doors, and repainted our
yellow caution lines on the parking lot curb and
sanctuary steps. In August, Xander Land rebuilt fencing
surrounding the shed adjacent to the church. Both of
these fine young men led teams of volunteers to
accomplish their task and both have contributed
generously of their time and talents in support of our
shared mission and ministry.

Journeys Begins
What a joy it was for youth to once again
gather for Journeys. For our kickoff dinner we
enjoyed a wonderful meal. Afterwards we
welcomed several new youth to Journeys,
and introduced parents to the plan we had for
the upcoming program year and to the group mentors. Once all the questions were answered, we
closed the evening sharing Compline online, then we enjoyed dessert. It is never too late for youth
in grades 6-12 to join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm for dinner and group activities. If you
have any questions about Journeys, or how you might support our growing youth group, please visit
with Fr. Tom.
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Youth Horseback Ride
On Sunday (12 Sep) our youth group is heading out to the Shady
Lane Ranch (in Council Bluffs) for our annual horseback ride. If
you are 10 years old or older, please join us for a leisurely ride as
well as hot dogs and S’Mores cooked over a roaring campfire.
The cost is $10 for parish youth 10-18, and $20 for family and
friends who wish to ride. Please sign up at the Spirit Hub this
weekend, or call the office to reserve your space, by Wednesday
(8 Sep).

Vala’s Pumpkin Patch
Area Episcopal Youth are gathering together for a fun filled afternoon at
Vala’s Pumpkin Farm on Saturday (25 Sep). This event is planned for youth
in grades 5-12, but families are welcome to join in the fun. We have a
campfire spot reserved where we will meet and eat, and then close our time
together in a short prayer. The cost is $19.95 per person and includes
entrance fee and hot dog lunch. CHS youth and their families can receive a
$10 reimbursement scholarship if pre-registered by Sunday (19 Sep). For
details on this event and the scholarship, please visit with Fr. Tom. A sign-up
sheet is located at the Spirit Hub

Outreach
Mobile Pantry
While we give thanks for the opportunity last
month to serve the community, and our many
volunteers, our next Mobile Pantry is already
scheduled for this month on Saturday (25 Sep). Volunteers are always needed. As of right now,
the September pantry will offer drive through distribution. If you have any questions, or would like
to find out how you might help us spread the word, please contact Margie Guy or Fr. Tom.

Pancake Breakfast for Magdalene House
On Sunday, (12 Sep) we will be holding a pancake breakfast in support of
Magdalene House Omaha. Please plan to stick around after service to enjoy
breakfast. If you would like to help with either cooking or cleanup, please contact
Kristi Smith or Jan Sinram.
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Parish Life

Mark your calendars!! Oktoberfest is back! Are you ready to eat some German food? And taste
different beers or root beers? How about a few rounds of Bingo? Or Trivia? We will have prizes!

Date: Friday, October 8, 2021
Time: 7 pm (doors will open at 6:30 pm)
Place: Church of the Holy Spirit Parish Hall
Price: $10 [Yes, it’s still only $10!]
Tickets will go on sale on Sunday, September 12 th. Seating will be limited to 6 tables of 6
people and 6 tables of 8 people, which means that only 84 seats are available for this
event.
Help Wanted: Do you wish to attend Oktoberfest and would like to help in the kitchen? An extra
person or two will be needed in the kitchen to serve food, gather used dishes, and wash items.
Contact Fr. Tom, Sharon, or Marcia if you are interested.

DOK Service of Rededication
Last month, we celebrated Linda James’ rededication as a
member of the Daughters of the King. This ministry provides
our parish with a dedicated prayer team as well as providing
college care packages to our college students (and first year
military) and note cars to mark special events in the lives of
our parish members. If you would like to know more about
this ministry, please visit with Sharon Jones.

Mid-Week Bible Study
Beginning on Wednesday (15 Sep), at 10:30 am, Fr. Tom will offer a
one-hour mid-week bible study following our 9:30am service. Each week,
we will explore the readings for the approaching Sunday. Handouts will be
made available at the Spirit Hub on Sunday (5 Sep) for those who may
want to read the lessons in advance. We would love to have you join us for
both service and study if time allows.
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The Return of Covid
Last month, the Vestry met and discussed the current rise in covid infections. It was agreed, after
much debate and prayer, that we would invite members to once again begin wearing masks as
we move about the parish building and when social distancing is not easily maintained. While not mandating masks at this time, the Vestry is encouraging both, the
vaccinated and unvaccinated, to support this effort to offer an increased feeling of
safety in our worship space. Beginning this month, as the numbers have not
appeared to level off or decline, we are asking hospitality teams to once again
serve food from the kitchen counter (instead of buffet style as we have been doing).
While serving, and when moving through the food line, we ask that everyone
please wear a mask and try to social distance.
What CDC says we can do if we’ve been fully vaccinated:

You can resume activities that you did prior to the pandemic.
To reduce the risk of being infected with the Delta variant, and possibly spreading it to others,
wear a mask indoors in public if you are in an area of substantial or high transmission.
You might choose to wear a mask regardless of the level of transmission if you have a weakened
immune system or if, because of your age or an underlying medical condition, you are at increased risk for severe disease, or if a member of your household has a weakened immune
system, is at increased risk for severe disease, or is unvaccinated.
If you travel in the United States, you do not need to get tested before or after travel or
self-quarantine after travel.
You need to pay close attention to the situation at your international destination before traveling
outside the United States.

You do NOT need to get tested before leaving the United States unless your destination
requires it.
You still need to show a negative test result or documentation of recovery from
COVID-19 before boarding an international flight to the United States.
You should still get tested 3-5 days after international travel.
You do NOT need to self-quarantine after arriving in the United States.
If you’ve had close contact with someone who has COVID-19, you should get tested 3-5 days
after your exposure, even if you don’t have symptoms. You should also wear a mask indoors
in public for 14 days following exposure or until your test result is negative. You should isolate
for 10 days if your test result is positive.
For now, if you’ve been fully vaccinated:
You will still need to follow guidance at your workplace and local businesses.
If you travel, you should still take steps to protect yourself and others.
Wearing a mask over your nose and mouth is required on planes, buses, trains, and other forms
of public transportation traveling into, within, or out of the United States and while indoors at
U.S. transportation hubs such as airports and stations. Travelers are not required to wear a
mask in outdoor areas of a conveyance (like on open deck areas of a ferry or the uncovered
top deck of a bus).
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Fully vaccinated international travelers arriving in the United States are still required to get
tested 3 days before travel by air into the United States (or show documentation of recovery
from COVID-19 in the past 3 months) and should still get tested 3-5 days after their trip.
You should still watch out for symptoms of COVID-19, especially if you’ve been around someone
who is sick. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should get tested and stay home and
away from others. If your test is positive, isolate at home for 10 days.
People who have a condition or are taking medications that weaken the immune system, should
continue to take all precautions recommended for unvaccinated people until advised otherwise
by their healthcare provider.
What We Know
COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective at preventing COVID-19, including severe illness
and death.

COVID-19 vaccines are effective against severe disease and death from variants of the virus that
causes COVID-19 currently circulating in the United States, including the Delta variant.
Infections happen in only a small proportion of people who are fully vaccinated, even with the
Delta variant. When these infections occur among vaccinated people, they tend to be mild.
If you are fully vaccinated and become infected with the Delta variant, you can spread the virus to
others.
People with weakened immune systems, including people who take immunosuppressive
medications, may not be protected even if fully vaccinated.
What We’re Still Learning
How long COVID-19 vaccines can protect people.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
Something to note about Breakthrough Infections
At the end of July, UMass Med News, along with other major medical centers and the media,
reported a breakthrough infection rate of one-tenth of 1 percent. As of August 9th, the CDC
reports more than 166 million people in the United States had been fully vaccinated against
COVID-19 and that during the same time, CDC received reports from 49 U.S. states and
territories only 8,054 patients with COVID-19 vaccine breakthrough infection who were
hospitalized or died. This is less than .0005% of those vaccinated.
While this shows us that the danger of serious illness or death, due to covid breakthrough
infection, is extremely rare, it still does exist; and as a community we should do what we can to
minimize the risk to those who are most vulnerable. If you are vaccinated, thank you for stepping
out in faith; and even if the risk is small, please consider wearing a mask to better protect yourself
and those around you. If you are not vaccinated, please get the shot; if your immune system is
compromised, please get the booster; if you are under 12 and unable to get the vaccine, please
wear your mask.
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Mission and Ministry
Blessing of the Animals
On Sunday (3 Oct), beginning at 3:00pm, on the
church lawn, Fr. Tom will offer our annual service
for the blessing of the animals. Following a short
prayer service, Fr. Tom will offer a blessing for
those pets who are as much a part of our family as
anyone else. Afterwards, there will be treats for our
guests and their human partners.

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Registration is now
open for our 2022
Pilgrimage to the Holy
Land (2-13 May) and
our itinerary is now online at https://lightlinena.com/pilgrimage/holyconnections-deepening-faith-a-pilgrimage-to-the-holy-land/. Those
who expressed early interest in the pilgrimage should have received
an email with a special invite from Lightline North America. If you are
interested in going, and would like to know more about our journey, please let Fr. Tom know. Open
registration will continue until 12 Nov.
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What is the Order of the Daughters of the King®?
The Daughters of the King®, or DOK for short, is an order, not a group, club, or parish ministry. As
members of an order, the members agree to live under a religious rule, which entails a life-long
commitment. DOK members undertake a Rule of Life, incorporating the Rule of Prayer and the Rule
of Service. In our chapter, the Rule of Prayer includes praying daily. We have a monthly prayer list,
which is added to whenever there is a need or request from anyone—sometimes that is daily. This
prayer list is confidential. Part of the Rule of Service includes rendering aid to the clergy as deemed
necessary for the spiritual up-building of the parish. In our chapter, some of the service projects
include writing birthday and anniversary notes, sending out college care packages twice a year, and
recently, helping removing and then replacing the prayer books and hymnals in the pews.
Prospective members undergo a time of study and discernment, which takes approximately three
months. Any agreeable time and day can be worked out. Once the class has been completed, those
who are ready to make the commitment to become a Daughter will participate in the Service of
Admission, where they make their vows and receive their crosses.
If you would like more information on DOK, you should do two things. One, check out
the website at www.doknational.org, which will provide more details about the Rule of
Life. Two, meet with a current member to personally ask questions. Look for the silver
cross that the members wear. Any Daughter should be willing to meet with anyone.
Sharon Jones is the current chapter president. Please see her to set up a time and
place to talk about this ministry.
College Care Boxes
Towards the end of October or the beginning of November, the DOK mails a Care Box to our
undergraduate college students or first year military members. The items varied, but will typically
includes snack items (cookies, candy, chips, popcorn, etc.), a CHS coffee cup, and school supplies
(post-it notes and pens). Please send your college student’s or first-year military member’s address
to the church office, so that they may receive their boxes. We need to verify addresses every
semester, so even if the college student hasn’t moved, please confirm their address since the
boxes are not usually forwarded to new dorm rooms.
Blue Prayer Cards
Have you noticed the blue prayer request cards in the pews? If you have a prayer request, please
fill out a card and put it in the offertory or place it on the office administrator’s desk. The requests will
be forwarded to the Daughters and prayers will be sent up for that person. If you have a request
during the week, please send your request to the office either by phone or email.
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EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock
Somebody Do Something
The above cry for help was seen on a T-shirt recently by the author of a Chicago Tribune op ed,
August 7, 2021. The comments that follow are taken largely from that essay because it stated so
well what the present-day environmental predicament seems to me to be.
We were warned 20 years ago that the environment was in peril. Scientists predicted today’s
alarming weather conditions that long ago. However, they were ignored or drowned out by many
from the corporate world, some scientists even, self-styled “experts” in all walks of life,
even religions.
Today statistics are proving that our beautiful world is changing in frightening ways at an
alarming rate. Note droughts, flooding, species dying off, too little snow, oceans warming, coral
and fish dying, etc,etc.
Question:
Will we willingly adjust our lifestyles in meaningful ways, in the hope as good stewards that we
might now have a chance of preventing an unimaginable crisis or change in our children’s world?
Or, like the Indian Chief Seattle wrote in 1855 will this be “the end of living and the beginning of
survival?”
With faith in God’s help and our own willingness to seek and listen to that help, I pray for a safer
world than we are experiencing today.

A Reminder - Composting at CHS
We are the first Compost Host in Bellevue for Hillside Solutions and the residential composting
program has had a successful first year. Please take note of the white compost container near the
coffee service and begin to use it for any and all food waste (even meat, dairy, bones), tea bags,
coffee filters/grounds, compostable coffee cups; bulletins, newspapers, paper, pizza containers,
kleenex, paper from bathroom. In addition to anything yard-waste related. Questions? Contact
Ruth Richter, ruthrichter@roi-consulting.com, 402-880-7580.
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Vestry Meeting Minutes

August 12, 2021
In attendance: Fr. Tom, Ken Gomeringer, Leslie Nutting, Margie Guy, Judy Darrell, Linda Blinston,
Terri Storm with guest Kristi Smith.
The meeting was opened with prayer by Fr. Tom.
A quick look was taken on the upcoming events over the next month. A question was raised
regarding the Pancake Breakfast for Magdalene House Omaha on 12 Sep. Kristi Smith has offered
to organize a team to support this event.
Fr. Tom:
• provided an update on the roof replacement. The Insurance company has revised their offering
and will now cover the full anticipated cost, minus our deductible. Waiting for a digital
confirmation and/or supplemental check before signing the new contract.
•

announced that the new roof cross has arrived. Special thanks for the generosity of the Babcock
and Lee families. It will be installed at the completion of our roof replacement.

•

advised the Vestry that the Fencing Eagle Project would be done on Saturday, August 14 th.

Discussion Items
•

Organist: Kaleb has accepted a position at a church in Lincoln and will leave CHS after Sunday
22 Aug. A search will begin shortly for a replacement organist. Fr. Tom will reach out to Brent
Shaw to see if there are any other interns looking for a part-time position.

•

Covid Trends: The Vestry reviewed Covid trends over the last month. Noting a significant rise in
infections, discussion was held as to whether or not we should resume mask wearing and social
distancing protocols. After much debate and prayer, the Vestry elected to invite members (both
vaccinated and unvaccinated) to resume mask wearing as they move about the building and
when social distancing is difficult. If numbers do not begin to decline by the end of the month, we
will reinstate the pew reserved for the Holy Spirit and hospitality teams will be asked to return to
serving from the kitchen (in lieu of buffet style) wearing masks and gloves, and that a mask be
worn by those being served.

•

Parish Picnic: Unable to identify cooks and grills for the picnic, the Vestry decided to purchase
chicken tenders from Bakers for the entre and to have hot dogs available for those who
preferred something other than chicken. The plan is to still have outdoor seating available for
those who do not want to eat in the parish hall.

•

Reopening: Further discussion was held regarding the planned two service option to begin on
12 Sep. Hearing the difficulty ministries are having in getting volunteers to support this, it was
decided that the two-service option would be on a trial basis through Thanksgiving. Should we
find enough volunteers to make the two-service option sustainable we will continue with an
8:00am and 10:00am service on Sunday mornings. Should sustainability be an issue, the Vestry
believes a return to a single service on Sunday mornings would be in the best interest of the
community. Fr. Tom shared that should volunteers remain difficult to recruit, the likelihood of a
reduced Christmas celebration is likely as well.
In addition to the above, the Vestry concurred with a plan put forward by Marcia and Sharon
to limit seating at Oktoberfest to six table of six, and six tables of eight. They also
discussed the upcoming Trunk or Treat and to minimize the conflict with other churches,
elected to hold ours on Sunday, 31 Oct, between 4-6pm. Afterwards, youth can then
canvas the neighborhood.
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•

Annual Council: Fr. Tom verified the delegates for this year’s Annual Diocesan Council.
Delegates elected at our last Annual Meeting were Michele Hagen, Linda Blinston, Ken
Gomeringer, and Lori Erickson. Due to an unexpected conflict, Linda Blinston asked to step
down, and alternate Corey Hagen will take her place. The remaining alternate to Council is
Sharon Jones.

•

Other items: Judy advised the Vestry that with Beth Fredrickson accepting a job offer in Sioux
Falls, she would be soliciting help with the gift shop. Everyone agreed and gave thanks for all
Beth has done for this parish while a member, least of which was her commitment to the choir,
the gardens, and the gift shop. All wish her good luck and safe travel.

Decision Items
•

Financial Gift: An unrestricted gift was given to the church by the estate of Reva Brown. The
Vestry decided that the funds should be used to help reduce the $25,000 deficit we are expecting
in the budget for this year.

•

Diaconal Recommendation: After meeting with the parish discernment committee for the last
10 months, the committee has recommended that Terri Storm’s sense of call to the deaconate is
genuine and that she move forward in the diocesan discernment process. Her application for
Postulancy has been reviewed and the Vestry was asked for their endorsement. All members
present agreed to endorse her continued discernment, and those who were unable to join us for
the meeting later signed the endorsement letter as well. Please keep Terri in your prayers as she
continues along this journey in faith.

Treasurer’s Report
Blythe Becker was unable to attend so Fr. Tom reviewed the previous month’s expenditures. It was
noted that pledge offering for July were at 56% of anticipated amount and that year to date total
income is at 87%. There were no out of the ordinary expenses in July. Year to date, our
budgeted deficit is $14, 978. A review of the CIE (funds) report showed expenditures in outreach,
mission, and rector discretionary fund. The Endowment Fund grew by $4,323. Overall, our
financial health is declining and that as the annual pledge drive approaches, we ensure that
everyone is invited to support our shared mission and ministry.
•

M081201 was made by Margie to accept the reports as presented. Seconded by Judy. Motion
passed by unanimous vote.

•

M081202 was made by Margie to pay the bills. Seconded by Judy. Motion passed by
unanimous vote.

With no other business, M081203 was made by Judy to adjourn. Seconded by Margie. Motion
passed by unanimous vote.

Financial Report as of July 31, 2021
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses
Balance

Actual
$ 8,475.00
$
405.00
$ 8,880.00
$ 16,157.27

Budgeted
$ 15,057.08
$ 1,532.25
$ 16,589.33
$ 18,666.75
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YTD Actual
$ 92,343.70
$
8,606.00
$ 100,949.70
$ 117,293.83
$ -16,344.13

YTD Budget
$ 105,399.58
$ 10,725.75
$ 116,125.33
$ 130,667.25

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Sept 6: Labor Day - Office closed
Sept 12: Start 2 services 8 and 10 am
Sept 12:Pancake Breakfast
Sept 12: Youth Horse Back Riding 2pm
Sept 16: Vestry meeting 6:30 pm
Sept 25: Mobile Food Pantry 10 am
Sept 25: Vala’s Pumpkin Patch 11 am

Lay Ministries Schedule
Ministries

September 5

September 12

September 19

September 26

Margie G

Terri S

Judy D

Michele H

Hospitality Team 9:30 am
Greeters ,Ushers & Coffee
Hour Host

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Jan S

Marcia A

Lynda W

Karen G

VPOD

Recycle Team
LEM Saturday 5:00 pm

Kristi S

Charlotte A

Alberta Y.

LEM Sunday 8:00 am

-----

Rick S

Doug A

Terri S

Terri S

Jennifer W

Michele H

Ken G

Vince C

Doug A

Rick S

Lori E

Reading

Kristi S

LEM Sunday 10:00 am
Prayers
Crucifer

Acolytes

Torch
Torch

Anika S
Kyper M
Ailynn M

Alex G
Olivia H
Eric G

Please submit articles for the
October 2021 FLAME to the
church office by September 20th.
Thank you
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William R
Vincent C
Evelynn C

Emily W
Kyper M
Ailynn M

Regular Services:
Sunday:

8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II *
Wednesday: 9:30 am Holy Eucharist *
Saturday:
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist
* Broadcast live on Facebook

Education:
Sunday:
Wednesday:

Sunday School @ 11: am
(September-May)
Bible Study @ 10:30 am
Journeys 2 Adulthood @ 6:30 pm

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is September 20th.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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