The Flame
January 2021
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Christmas Eve
While this year’s celebration of Christmas was different, the good news it proclaims remains
unchanged, in Jesus Christ, God has come among us. Maybe not in the pageantry we have
enjoyed in the past, but more like the first Christmas, in a simplicity that reminds us what
Christmas is all about and affords us the opportunity to give thanks for the many blessings we
have received, blessings that may have gone unnoticed amidst the enormity of the season.
We pray you enjoyed a blessed holiday, that the worship we offered brought peace to your
heart, and that you were able to connect with those most important to you. As we enter the
new year, let us never forget the love God has for us, love that enables us to find hope, joy,
and peace when all around us is chaos. May each of us enjoy the blessings of a new year as
we journey together in faith.
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits
Tidbits

It is hard to believe another year has come and gone, but here we are at the start of
a brand-new year filled with hope, hope that it will be better than the last. There is
no denying that 2020 was a really tough year. Our fear of the covid virus has
changed our lives forever. It is my hope that out of the precautions we took, and the
practices we have undertaken, one day our lives will be even better. It may be hard to see the
good that comes out of such a struggle, but it is there if we look for it.

One good that I see is, that this pandemic made us, as a parish, take steps we had only talked
about in the past. In particular, I am talking about our online worship. While it may not have
begun for the reasons we wanted, and may not have been executed as precisely as we would
have liked (although I am told we have gotten better as we kept at it), it has helped many of us
stay connected as a community, and it enabled us to welcome many who joined for worship
along the way, some of whom now regularly join us online for our Sunday services and evening
meditations.

While the bishop has said he expects parishes to offer online worship going forward, to some
degree, what excites me most is the possibility it offers us to live more fully into our baptismal
ministry as witnesses to the good news made known in Jesus Christ. Why this excites me, is that
hearing from many of you, it excites you too. I have heard many suggestions on what we might
do, how we might do so, what we need now are helpers to make it possible. I never thought I, or
a parish I served, would be so deeply involved in this type of ministry, a ministry that invites
people to get to know us, and Jesus through us, in a much less intimidating way than that first
visit typically offers.

Drive-thru Communion
Last month, Fr. Tom began to offer drive-thru communion on Sunday
mornings. We started out by offering communion (using pre-packaged
fellowship cups) following the service. For the month of January, he will
still offer drive-thru communion between 10:45-11:15 am.
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Worship
Presence Candle
Each year we accept donations in thanksgiving, or remembrance, towards keeping
our presence candles in the Chapel and the Sanctuary lit throughout the year. The
candle, located near where our reserve sacrament rests, reminds us that, in it,
Jesus is with us. The only time our candles are extinguished is after our Maundy
Thursday service, and then they are relit following the Easter Vigil. Your donation of
$20 keeps a presence candle burning in either the chapel or sanctuary for the
month you request. To reserve your month, please call the office and speak with
Jean.

Resuming Public Worship
As the numbers of covid cases steadily declines, it is our hope to
resume public worship in the near future. For the time being,
worship will continue to be a little different. We will have assigned
seating, we will need to social distance and wear masks, and we
will forgo the customary social hour following the service. We will
also continue to use fellowship cups as a way to share communion
in a safe, yet meaningful way.
As we prepare to reopen, we will need to reorganize many of the ministries that make our worship
and parish ministry possible due to a reduced number of available volunteers. We are looking for
volunteers who will help in the following areas: hospitality, worship, and outreach. Our goal is to
identify enough volunteers to allow people to rotate duties.
For the hospitality ministry, we are looking for volunteers to serve as greeters and ushers. The coffee
hour host part of hospitality will be reformed at a later date.
For the worship ministry, we are looking for volunteers to serve on the altar guild, as lay readers, and
acolytes. The bell choir is also looking for volunteers as they are planning to resume practice soon in
preparation for the Easter holiday. Our vocal choir will be reformed at a later date.
For outreach, we are looking for volunteers who will help organize our
various outreach efforts throughout the year.
To volunteer for these, or other possible ministries, please call the
church office and talk with Jean Cook, our parish administrator. Using a previously unused part of our
church management software, Jean will develop and maintain an updated ministry listing of available
volunteers, and their contact information, as well as coordinate with ministry team leaders to ensure
current volunteer schedules are available.
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We Celebrated, Each in our own way

The McCarrison Family
The Darrell Family

The Richter Family

The Buser Families

The Storm Family

The Wilsons

Jack and Della Lee

The Misek and Jones Family
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Mobile Pantry
Our December Pantry was another success, despite the snow that
arrived the night before. While we did not distribute everything we had
available, (only 90 families stopped by for assistance) nothing we had
was wasted. All remaining food items were taken to the Bellevue Food
Pantry where they will be distributed by the staff and volunteers of
ENCAP.

Skate City
At the end of last month, just before our Christmas break, our
Journey youth and our youth group enjoyed a night of fun at
Skate City. Wearing masks, our youth had a great time, having
the rink largely to themselves as the crowd was very small as
compared to previous nights. Please remember, events identified as youth group are open to all parish youth 10 -18 and are
often free, or carry only a small co-payment. Parish youth may
bring friends and/or family as guests. Unless otherwise advertised, guests will be expected to pay full price.
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Friends of Tamar
Members of Church of the Holy Spirit have faithfully and generously supported the Friends of
Tamar’s New Beginnings project for the past several years with an ingathering in January to assist
domestic violence survivors; however, collections for the Friends of Tamar project are currently “on
hold” for a while. A sister project, Magdalene Omaha, is still operating and has been consistently
helping over 60 people per month for the past few months through its four programs for survivors of
sex trafficking/prostitution, trauma, and addiction. There has been a significant increase in need
lately because of the effects of the pandemic.
January is Human Trafficking Awareness month, and Church of the Holy Spirit
will instead have an ingathering to support Magdalene House. The following items
are currently needed most: paper products (toilet paper, paper towels, tissues),
coffee products (both ground coffee and K-cups), disposable hot drink cups with
lids (not great for the environment, but a necessity during COVID), and tea in tea
bags (not loose-leaf). Bottled water is also needed (any size, any kind).
To donate, please attend our “drive-thru drive” at the church. Drop off date and
times will be published in the Weekly Spark. You also can drop off items at the
church office from January 11 to 26, but please call the office ahead of time to
make sure someone will be there. In addition, you can contact Deanne McCarrison
at 402-515-9300 to have donations picked up from your porch, or have a grocery
delivery service deliver items to Deanne’s porch (2516 Joann Avenue, Bellevue,
68123). To learn more about the programs supported by Magdalene House,
visit www.magdaleneomaha.org. Thank you for supporting this vital local ministry!

Changes to Charitable Contributions
Did you know that the CARES Act provides a charitable contribution deduction for tax payers who claim the standard deduction (i.e. do not itemize deductions) as an adjustment
to income on Form 1040? The maximum deduction is $300 ($600 MFJ) for cash contributions to a qualified charity. Non-cash contributions, and contributions to donor advised
funds do not qualify. There may be additional legislation that would increase the maximum
deduction. Should we hear of any changes, we will let you know asap. We will no longer
accept checks dated 2020 after Sunday, 10 Jan 2021. Please ensure your 2020 contributions are received by this date.
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EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock

As I write this piece it is mid-December. I am surrounded by all things Christmas: a
stack of todays mail, a tiny tree once belonging to my widowed mother, various typical
decorations such as candles, Santas, and boxes of Christmas cards, some to send and others
saved for the memories they hold. The mail contains a letter from the organization American Forests
thanking me for the past donation as well as a request for another that will support planting trees
and advocacy for good forest policies. We all know that the forests are key to solving the dire climate
change problem. Sadly, there has been a loss of 162.1 million trees in the US since 2010 due to
fires and disease.

Now – more about cards and Christmas trees. One of the cards saved from 6 years ago, is a foldout type with 5 sections. An evergreen Christmas tree decorated with gold roping and shiny gold
ornaments appears on the first panel. As the card is gradually unfolded, the tree begins to lose it’s
needles, it’s ornaments and finally all it’s branches except two. What remains is a brave cross.
However, hanging at the center of the cross is a crown.
These are the only words on the last panel: “For 2,000 years Christmas has come and gone – yet
God’s real truth still shines through.” Lastly, John 14:6 is quoted “Jesus answered “I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
Cherish all trees. They are the life supporting and life giving. Enjoy your Christmas trees, dear
friends.

What can get recycled after Christmas?
Wrapping Paper--only if it doesn’t have glitter, metallic or velvet flocking.
Bows--reuse, but not recyclable. No ribbon in the recycling bin either.
Cards--sort them. No shiny cards printed on photo paper.. No glitter or metallic embossing in the
recycle bin.
Boxes--if you can’t reuse, then recycle. Flatten them and remove heavy duty adhesive tape.
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Vestry Meeting Minutes - December 17, 2020

Vestry Members present: Father Tom Jones, Margie Guy, Michelle Hagen, Blythe Becker, Lori
Erickson, Ken Gomeringer, Cindy Pekarek, Terri Storm, Linda Blinston, Lisa Weilandt. Also present
Carol McLaughlin, recorder.
The meeting was opened at 6:35 pm with prayer.
INFORMATION:
Update on Quickbooks/Servant Keeper: Corey Hagen is still working on getting this finalized.
Phone System Replacement: Lori is still gathering information on this.
PPP Loan update: Fr. Tom reported that the application for grant approval was turned in, and now
we are just waiting for approval on forgiveness of the loan.
Alternatives to proposed Thrasher concrete repair: Margie is still working on this.
Additional lighting in Sanctuary: There is an upgrade underway; we are currently waiting for some
parts on order.
Cross replacement: On November 23 the vestry voted by email on the replacement of the cross on
the church roof, which will be 100% paid by two church families. The vote was unanimous to
approve this replacement.
New garbage disposal: Installed and working. Total cost was $3,500.
Interim Organist: Brent Shaw will be our organist through the end of January. One of Brent's
students has expressed an interest in taking on this job.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Covid19 Trends: Fr. Tom went over the current chart which shows a general decline in cases. The
diocese is evaluating to determine when we can safely reopen.
Christmas services: The Bishop has approved services with limited seating. There will be two
services; one on Christmas Eve at 7:00 and another on Christmas morning at 9:30. Each service
will allow approximately 50 socially distant seatings, consisting first of participants in the service
(priest, choir, lay readers, organist) and their family members. Remaining spots can be reserved by
contacting the office. Fr. Tom asked for volunteers for VPOD for both days. Also will need greeter
and usher for the services.
Reopening Planning Team needs to reconvene. Their original plan may not be viable for the current
status of Covid 19 and should be reevaluated.
New vestry member nominations for next year include Leslie Nutting, who will be returning to the
vestry after a one year hiatus. Conversations have been held with two other potential new vestry
members but neither has agreed yet. We need two names by the middle of January to consider for
the open vestry spots.
Annual Meeting: This will be held by Zoom on January 31, 2021. Fr. Tom initiated a discussion on
the possibility of vestry members being present in person with him for this meeting. Most agreed
that it would be a good thing if at least some of the vestry are present.
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2021 Annual Council: This will be in Lincoln on October 21-23. The delegate nominees will be Lori
Erickson, Michele Hagen, Linda Blinston and Ken Gomeringer. The alternates will be Corey Hagen,
Cindy Pekarek, and Sharon Jones.
Ministry reports need to be turned in to the office by January 17.
Fr. Tom asked for any additional discussion items. Ken asked for a volunteer to replace him as
VPOD this coming Sunday. Michele volunteered. No further discussion items.
DECISION ITEMS:
Status of 2021 Pledge Drive: While the number and total amount of pledges for next year are lower
than hoped for, we did exceed our forecasted projections. Thanks to all who were able to make a
pledge for 2021.
Budget / Final Draft: We are expecting an income of $198,772 next year. Total proposed operating
expenses are forecast to be $224,001, leaving us with a deficit of $25,229. Using a portion of
reprogrammable designated funds (approximately $23,000) leaves us with a projected shortfall of
$1,500 in 2021. After much discussion, and an agreement to formally reassess our financial position
at the end of June, Fr. Tom moved that the budget be accepted as presented. Cindy seconded this
motion. Motion M12-17-01 Approved unanimously.
Parish Calendar / Final Draft: The Vestry proposed the following additions or changes to the 2021
Parish Calendar: Annual Council dates to be corrected, Mobile Pantry dates (recently approved) to
be added, Youth Sunday to be added on April 11 th. Discussion then turned to the Parish
Fundraising/Outreach Calendar. The date for the Bellevue Together school supplies collection was
changed from July 25 to July 19. Michelle moved that we accept the calendars as presented with
changes. Lori seconded the motion. Motion M12-17-02 Unanimously approved.
Unreceived pledges to the flooring fund: The flooring fund currently has a negative balance as not all
pledges made were received. Fr. Tom moved that we zero out the $1,386.50 in unreceived funding
by transferring that amount from the rector's discretionary fund. Margie seconded. Motion M12-1703: Approved unanimously.
Treasurer's Report – Blythe:
Operational Income and Expense: Contribution income YTD is at 96%, total operating income is
102%. Total operating expenses 90%. Looking at operating expenditures, she noted computer tech
support $1,700, and Liability Insurance $2,923 (represents quarterly payment), an HVAC inspection
payment of $1,050, and Diocese Asking $3,163. Excess Income vs. Expenses ended up at $5,213.68.
Changes in Equity: Expenses for the month were broken down and explained. There was a $1,389
expense from Rector's Discretionary Fund to pay Karen F. unused vacation pay.
Balance Sheet: Net cash assets are $192,193. Total available assets are $625,468. It was noted
that Endowment fund went up almost $10,000, to $436,537.
Motion M12-17-04: Blythe moved that we accept the reports as presented. Ken seconded.
Approved. Motion M12-17-05: Cindy moved that we pay bills. Blythe seconded. Approved.
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Designated Funds Expenses:
DATE

FUND

FOR

AMOUNT

10-31-20

Journeys

Groceries

10-31-20

Youth Activities

Bellevue Berry Farm

10-31-20

Youth Activities

Groceries

82.50

11-2-20

Youth Activities

Prizes

30.00

11-3-20

Rector Discretionary

Registration Donation

150.00

11-3-20

Rector Discretionary

Registration Donation

250.00

11-16-20

Outreach Misc

Thanksgiving Baskets

375.00

11-16-20

Raciine Memorial

CAT Electric

390.00

11-16-20

Buser Memorial

CAT Electric

142.15

11-17-20

Rector Discretionary

Sec Vacation Pay

1139.32

12-1-20

Building Fund

Bat Removal

1675.00

12-1-20

Building Fund

Service Call

142.50

12-1-20

Rummage Sale

Garbage Disposal

12-1-20

Outreach Misc

Thanksgiving Baskets

12-1-20

Journeys

Groceries

12-3-20

Sullivan Memorial

Sanctuary Lighting

625.00

12-3-20

Buser Memorial

Sanctuary Lighting

282.85

12-3-20

Leigh Memorial

Sanctuary Lighting

373.00

12-3-20

Gilsdorph Memorial

Sanctuary Lighting

700.00

12-3-20

Cowles Memorial

Sanctuary Lighting

485.00

12-3-20

Conley Memorial

Sanctuary Lighting

909.15

12-10-20

Rummage Sale

Garbage Disp – Elec

119.00

12-15-20

Outreach Misc

Thanksgiving Baskets

40.40

51.34
221.00

3259.63
430.75
25.49

TOTAL $11,899.08

Full Faith Asking: Fr. Tom said we need to respond to the Diocese on how we will accept the Full
Faith Asking. Do we want to do the 10 month plan again this year? Vestry discussed and agreed
this is the preferred method for fulfilling our commitment. This affords us with 2 months off in the
summer months when pledges are slower.
VPOD Christmas services: Michele will do VPOD on Christmas Eve.
Motion M12-17-06: Lori moved that we adjourn. Linda seconded. Approved.

Financial Report as of November 30, 2020
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses

$
$
$
$

Actual
25,397.00
300.00
25,697.00
20,483.32

Budgeted
$ 15,218.67
$ 3,739.17
$ 18,957.83
$ 18,900.42
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YTD Actual
$ 162,412.00
$ 50,512.00
$ 212,924.00
$ 188,258.19

YTD Budget
$ 167,405.33
$ 41,130.83
$ 208,536.17
$ 207,904.58

Lay Ministries Schedule
Ministries

Jan 3

Jan 10

Jan17

Jan 24

Jan 31

VPOD

Cindy P

Margie G

Teri S

Lisa W

Michele H

Hospitality Team
9:30 am
Greeters
Ushers

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 5

Team 1

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 1

Recycle Team

Karen G

Jan S

Marcia A

Lynda W

Karen G

LEM
Sunday 9:30 am

Rick S

Doug A

Terri S

Jennifer W

Michele H

Acolytes

Anika S

Darius H

Ailynn M

William R

Olivia H

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Jan 1 - Office closed
Jan 10 - Finance Meeting
Jan 21 - Vestry meeting
Jan 30 - Mobil Food Pantry
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Please submit articles for the
February 2021 FLAME to the
church office by January 15.
Thank you

Regular Services:
Sunday:

9:30 am Holy Eucharist

Education:
Sunday:

Sunday School @ 10:30am
(September-May)

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is January 17.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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