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Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit 
1305 Thomas Dr, Bellevue, NE 68005 

May 9, 2021 
9:30 AM 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

WELCOME EVERYONE 
  

If you are our guest today, or are a member who has been away for a while, we are glad 

you joined us for worship today.  Please let us know you are joining us online by leaving a 

comment, or by emailing us so that we can say thank you. 

 God Bless 
Fr Tom 

  CHS Office (402)291-7732 

  Office Email:  holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org 

  Fr Tom’s Email:  Frtom@chsepiscopal.org 

  Website:  http://chsepiscopal.org                                  
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The Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

Opening Hymn                                 Alleluia, Alleluia!                                  Hymnal 191                                     

Welcome 
Peace 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

    Alleluia, Christ is Risen 
People:    The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

The Celebrant and People say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Gloria 

Celebrant and People:   

 Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you  

People :      And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray 

The Collect of  the Day 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our 
hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

People:          Amen. 

The Liturgy of  the Word 

The First Lesson:  Acts 10:44-48  

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised believers who 
had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 
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for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord 
People:   Thanks be to God 

Psalm 98  

1 1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity  

 

 The Epistle: 1 John 5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves 
the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 
For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it 
that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the 
blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord 
People:    Thanks be to God 

Gospel  John 15:9-17 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

People:    Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I 
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 
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servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:    Praise to you, Lord Christ 

Message Fr Tom 

Celebrant: Let us stand as we affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

The Nicene Creed   

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of  the People 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People may offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our 
Presiding Bishop; Scott our Bishop; Tom, our priest; in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for  ____; in the 
Diocesan Cycle of prayer, ____, and in the DR ____.  In the parish cycle of prayer, we pray for ____, for this 
gathering, and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 
Silence 
I ask your prayers for our President, Joe Biden; our governor, Pete Ricketts; and for all elected and appointed 
officials of the communities in which we live and around the world. I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill 
among nations; and for the well-being of all people. Pray for justice and peace. 
Silence 
I ask your prayers for the poor and the destitute, for the sick, the hungry and those who struggle to survive; and 
for those in prison.  Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
Silence 
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find and be found by 
him. 
Silence 
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I ask your prayers for the departed [especially ________], and those we name silently or out loud. Pray for those 
who have died. 
Silence 
In our own congregation, I ask your prayers that God stays with and strengthens all those who are ill; especially 
__________are there others?  
I ask your prayers to lift up those with special concerns; especially the _______________ are there others?  
I ask your prayers and remembrances today for those who serve our country at home and abroad; especially those 
who are in harm’s way ______________ are there others? Be with them and their families Lord, to give them 
comfort and hope until they are once again reunited in peace.  
Watch over those in our community who travel; especially; _______________ are there others? Keep them safe 
as only you can.  
We ask that you continue to pour out your blessings on those who are celebrating birthdays this week, especially; 
_____________; are there others?  and those who are celebrating anniversaries, especially; ______________ are 
there others?  
Silence 
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we may have grace to 
glorify Christ in our own day. 
The Reader adds a concluding Collect. 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of you people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give 
glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Reader and People say together 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole hearts; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For  the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen 

The Celebrant continues: 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen 

Almighty God, whose will it is to hold heaven and earth in the peace of your kingdom, give peace to your church, 
peace among nations, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Amen 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Hymn                                  Women of Faith                                 CHS Songbook  18 

Doxology 

Celebrant:     All things come of thee, O Lord 

People:          And of thy own have we given thee. 

The Great Thanksgiving    

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 

Celebrant:     The Lord be with you. 

People:         And also with you. 
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Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts. 

People:         We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:         It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

Wondrous and merciful God, we thank and praise you because we did not choose you, but you chose us. You 
destined us to become your friends from before the foundation of the world. You showed steadfast love and 
faithfulness to your covenant people and remembered your promises in every generation. Greater love hath no 
one than you, because in Christ you laid down your life and turned us from servants into friends, and by your 
Spirit you raised us up to be your beloved companions forever. And so we gladly thank you, with angels and 
archangels, and all who with your risen and ascended Son sit at your right hand on high, singing the hymn of 
your unending praise. 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

God, of joys and surprises, your Son’s apostles were astounded that you sent your Holy Spirit upon the Gentiles 
and the all the earth was awakening to the praise of your name. You invite us to join your company through 
baptism and sustain us in your fellowship through this meal of memory and hope. Send your Holy Spirit upon 
your church that it may bear the image of your crucified and resurrected Son. By the power of the same Spirit, 
bless this bread and this cup that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; who at supper 
with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”   

After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  

“Drink this, all of you:  this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the    
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

Great is the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Overwhelming God, you give your children faith that celebrates your sovereignty. Renew that faith among any 
who see your Son’s continuing crucifixion more evidently than his glorious resurrection. Restore and inspire all 
who, in the face of evil and suffering, feel less like conquerors and more like conquered. Walk with those who 
find your commandments a burden rather than a gift. Hasten the day when all shall be drawn into the banquet of 
your kingdom, and you fill heaven and earth with the triumphs of your grace, ever one God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

The Celebrant continues 

The Lord's Prayer     

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia 
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Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
 and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

Communion Hymn               Let Us Break Bread Together                          Hymnal 325 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People  say together 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us  
 with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
 that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
 and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
 to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen 

Announcements 
Birthday & Anniversary Prayers 

The Blessing 

Going forth Hymn                 Stand up, Stand up, for Jesus                 Hymnal 561 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People:      Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Birthdays:  

Jack L 

Dwaine P 

Emily W 

Janice A 

 

Birthday Prayer:  O God, our times are in your hands:  Look with favor, we pray, on this your servant, as they  
begin another year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness, 
all the days of their life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Anniversary Prayer:  O gracious and ever living God, look mercifully on these who have been joined together.  
Grant them your blessing, and assist them with your grace, that with fidelity and steadfast love they may honor 
and keep their promises and vows; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen 

Birthday/Anniversary Prayers  

Anniversaries:  

Cory & Michele H 

 

The Nave Presence Candle is given by the Wilson Family in thanksgiving for our many blessings and the 

Lee and Wilson family birthdays 
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WEEKLY MINISTRY TEAMS 

Ministries May 9 May 16 

VPOD Terri S Judy D 

Hospitality Team Team 4 Team 1 

Altar Guild Team 2 Team 3 

Recycle Team Karen G Jan S 

LEMs  Sunday 9:30 AM Michele H Doug A 

Acolytes Ciaya S Vincent C 

This Week’s Highlights 

Weekly Reopening Update: Our return to communion distribution last weekend was welcomed by many. The bishop has 
given us permission to continue offering communion in two ways, using individual fellowship cups (as we have over the 
past year) and by distribution. This means we will need volunteers to once again begin baking bread. A sign up sheet is   
located at the Spirit Hub. We do ask that everyone wears a mask while moving about the church building and when social 
distancing is difficult. If you are uncomfortable with gathering in public spaces, please join us online for worship. Click here 
for a link to our Facebook page on Sunday morning. 

Coffee Hour: Beginning Sunday (6 Jun) we will once again serve coffee and snacks following the service. Hospitality teams 
are asked to serve only single serving, individually wrapped items. Please, no uncovered food items at this time. We are  
hoping to bring this time of fellowship back into the parish hall, to avoid the summer heat. More on this as the Vestry    
examines the declining covid numbers, weather forecasts, and the new forthcoming DioNeb guidelines. 

Journeys: This week (Wed, 12 May at 6:30pm) our Journeys youth will celebrate the end of their 20-21 program year with a 
traditional Crossings service. This service is open to all members of the parish who wish to attend. Dinner will be served at 
6:30pm, the service will begin at 7:00pm). This service will not be broadcast via Facebook. 

Recognition Sunday: Following the service on Sun (16 May) we will celebrate the accomplishments of our youth. In    
addition to Sunday school and Journeys, we would also like to recognize those graduating elementary school, Jr High, High 
School, or College. If you have a youth who you wish to be recognized, please let Fr. Tom know by Wed (12 May). 

Bottled Water ingathering: Next Sunday (16 May) we will hold an ingathering of bottled water for donation to Youth 
Emergency Services. This year’s donation will once again intended to support YES efforts to support Sarpy County youth. 
Donations will be welcomed in lieu of bottled water. Please note YES in memo line of your check. All loose cash in this 
week’s offertory will also go to support YES water bottle distribution. 

Mobile Pantry: Our next Mobile Pantry is scheduled for Sat (22 May). Distribution begins at 10:00am and continues until 
Noon (or until food runs out – whichever occurs first). Watch for an ad on Facebook and help us spread the word by   
sharing the ad with family and friends. 

Volunteers Needed: We are looking for additional volunteers to help support our hospitality, worship, and outreach    
ministry teams. If you might be interested in learning more about what you can do, please contact the church office. 

Youth Mission Registration is now open for DioNeb’s youth mission trip June 19th-25th. This year’s trip will include   
service projects supporting several of the smaller Episcopal Churches in the surrounding area as well as excursions intended 
to both help us to learn more about the history of our state and to have fun. This trip is open to all parish youth (12-18). 
The cost per youth is $250. Parish scholarships of $125 are available to help offset the cost. Additional funding is available 
if needed to ensure no youth misses out on this trip because of funding issues. For more information, or to register, please 
contact Fr. Tom. 

Camp Canterbury: The diocese has announced that this year’s summer camp is on and will be held July 19th-23rd. Camp is 
open to youth entering grades 4-12. For more information, please visit the diocesan website at https://
campcanterbury.episcopal-ne.org. 

Holy Land 2022: Last year’s planned trip is now rescheduled for May 2-13, 2022. To review itineraries and cost of similar 
pilgrimages planned for 2022, visit https://lightlinena.com. Please contact Fr. Tom if you might be interested in attending. 

https://www.facebook.com/Church-of-the-Holy-Spirit-Bellevue-52752018655
https://campcanterbury.episcopal-ne.org
https://campcanterbury.episcopal-ne.org
https://lightlinena.com

