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JANUARY 2019 

Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and grow in 
their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship. 

 

The Flame 

Once again our youth brought to life the 
story of Jesus’ birth to life in their annual 
Christmas Pageant. This year’s offering 
looked at the birth from the point of view 
of the animals that were in the stable   
that evening. Special thanks to Cindy 
Pekarek, Jean Cook, and Lisa Weilandt 
for organizing this blessed event and to 
the cast and stage crew who did such a 
wonderful job: Darius Hagen, Molly 
Storm, AJ Pekarek, Mike and Courtney 
Buser, Kyper and Ailynn Misek, Isaiah 
and Olivia Hagen, Vince Cummings III, 
Zerlina and Azalea Schultz; stage crew: 
Daunte Hagen and Kelsey Blinston;   
helpers: Anika Smith and Jillian Pekarek. 
If you missed the pageant, or would like 
to watch it again, please visit our parish 
You Tube channel at: 

 https://www.youtube.com/user/CHS1305. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CHS1305
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FR TOM’S TIDBITS 
 

As a new year begins, people often wonder what lies ahead. Will it be more of the 
same, or will something new and exciting come along? I think the answer to this 
question rests in the expectations we have. If our focus is on what was - and not 
what can be, or if dealing with today’s problems keeps us from looking towards 
tomorrow’s opportunities, than even if something new and exciting were to pass 
right in front of us, it is unlikely we would even notice it. This is true in life, even in 
the church. 

Looking back, many can remember when parish life was booming with activity. The pews and 
our Sunday school classrooms were often filled to overflowing, there were always plenty of 
people to volunteer and help make community life exciting and meaningful, and there was a 
sense of fulfillment in the community’s efforts to make a difference in the life of those around us. 
Over the years, our numbers, like those of the wider church have declined. Pews are no longer 
filled; the number of volunteers to share the work before us is fewer; and the community around 
us has grown apart from the church and what the church in its midst offers. 

Some look at this reality and worry, what will become of us? They see the changes as warning 
signs that our future is bleak. Empty seats in the pews and classrooms, fewer volunteers, a 
disengaged community are all viewed as barriers to continued growth, and the glory days of old 
seem to drift farther into the past. However, there are some who see these changes as 
opportunities. 

When our pews and classrooms were full, I am told there were some who never seemed to feel 
they were really part of the community. Where we are now, these same people find a sense of 
intimacy in community that was not possible before. Where once we had lots of volunteers, not 
everyone had the opportunity to give back to the community what they have received. Today, it 
is possible for each of us to find where our passion meets a need of the community, thereby 
enriching the worshiping and relational experience of those who journey with us as part of the 
body of Christ. As the surrounding population changes, our direct impact seems less significant 
than it was before; yet the impact we do make, in the lives of those we are able to serve, still 
offers them a chance to encounter God’s grace in a real and tangible way. As for the divergence 
of the wider community’s connection to the church, while it has reduced the number of people 
who seem to randomly walk through our doors, it has given us a greater opportunity to go and 
personally invite others to come and see what we see, and experience what we experience. 

What lies ahead? I don’t know. However, if we are looking for them, we might just see new and 
exciting opportunities to deepen our relationships with one another, and with God through Christ, 
in the things we do together. And as new guests and families visit, they will see how being part 
of such a community can make a difference in their lives and help them to feel that in journeying 
together with us they, like we, will continue to grow in faith and deepen relationships. Such 
growth will not help us become a mega-church, but we will become a church that makes a mega
-difference, both inside and outside the four walls of our church. 
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"Christ has no body now on earth but yours; no hands but yours; no feet but 
yours. Yours are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ must look out 
on the world. Yours are the feet with which He is to go about doing good. Yours 

are the hands with which He is to bless His people."   

This prayer from the 1500's is attributed to St. Teresa of Avila. 

And here at CHS, in 2019 we offer a number of opportunities to go about sharing 
Christ's  love and compassion with our neighbors.  Starting in January we will    
collect needed supplies for the Friends of Tamar and then in February we do some hands on      
cutting, sewing and pressing as we create tote bags for the New Beginnings/Friends of Tamar. 

In March we'll collect money donations for the Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD).  ERD 
provides provide food, financial support, and disaster relief.  And by the way, Charity Navigator 
rates them four out of four stars.  

Youth Emergency Services (YES) is on our May schedule for bottled water and food stuffs for 
their Backpack Outreach. 

In July we'll begin our collection for the Bellevue school children who are in need.   We work with 
Bellevue Together on this and if July seems early for supplies, It really isn't because school 
starts up on August 8. 

Moving Veterans Forward with Home Start Baskets will be on the October schedule.   

In November we'll be packing up Thanksgiving Dinner baskets and in December we will be        
participating with  the Bellevue Together Angel Tree.  The Angel Tree gifts are earmarked for 
Bellevue school children in need. 

Our many opportunities to share Jesus' love and compassion for all is a blessing indeed. 

DEACON’S CORNER 

December Mobile Food Pantry 

A big shout out goes to volunteers from the  Airman Leadership School, and our parish for manning 
this last pantry of the year.  It was a cold and rainy Saturday morning.  So cold and rainy that a  
number of the pantries in West Omaha were cancelled.  The rain turned to slush,  then snow and by 
Sunday morning, we had close to six inches of snow. 

We were able to keep our doors open and were consequently able to provide needed food items.  
Due to the cancelled pantries, many people were first time visitors and grateful that our doors were 
still open. 

We partner with the Food Bank for the Heartland and our reports show that through our six pantries 
we have served 664  households;  2,248 people in total. Data from the last three pantries show that 
about a hundred of the visitors were first time visitors to our pantry. 

We are continuing our partnership with the Food Bank and the pantry dates scheduled for 2019 are: 
February 2, April 27, June 29, August 24,  November 29 and December 14.  The delivery truck  for 
all the pantries is scheduled to arrive at 9 am.  Good news for the volunteers as we get to sleep in 
an hour later on those Saturdays!! 
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Christmas Cantata 

In lieu of our annual service of lessons and carols, last month, our adult vocal choir performed their 
second Christmas Cantata, this time as part of our regular worship. As always, their praise lifted the 
hearts of those present and helped us to refocus our attention as we entered the season of Advent. 
The choir worked hard to bring it all together and the comments that followed both commended their 
efforts and welcomed the liturgical change. Thoughts are already on a possible Easter Vigil offering 
as well as next year’s first Sunday in Advent. While our choir sounded great, we know that there are 
others in our community who also enjoy singing and the choir invites anyone who would like to join 
them to stop in on Sunday morning at 9:30am for practice. The choir could really use one or two 
bass singers to help balance and enrich their musical offerings. If you missed the Cantata and would 
like to see a video of the choir’s offering, visit our YouTube Channel (CHS1305) at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/CHS1305.  

Journeys Caroling  

As is our tradition, our Journeys youth offered a little holiday cheer as they visited one of the nearby 
senior living communities and sang Christmas carols for its residents. This year we visited Harmony 
Court where we sang and handed out Christmas treats to many who came out into the halls to hear 
our youth, group mentors, and even some parents sing a few holiday favorites. Afterwards, it was 
back to the church for pizza and games. Our journey’s youth wish all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CHS1305
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Craft & Bake Sale 2018 

Bell & Vocal Choir 

On the second Sunday in Advent, we enjoyed a CHS first. During the 10:30 service, our adult Bell 
Choir joined our Vocal Choir and offered a wonderful hymn of praise as we prepared to listen to the 
week’s Gospel reading. The Bell Choir also offered a soothing and centering hymn at the beginning 
of communion. Our bell choir has come a long way since last Christmas Eve and they are excited 
about what the future holds. If you would like to learn more about how you can take part in this     
exciting and grace filled ministry, contact our Bell Director, Katarina Klimpel or call the office. If you 
missed their musical offering and would like to see a video, visit our YouTube Channel (CHS1305) 
at https://www.youtube.com/user/CHS1305. While there you can also view other musical offerings 
and past sermons. 

Last month’s annual Holiday Craft & Bake Sale and Christmas Flea Market were a great success. 
Special thanks to Karen Gray and her team of helpers: Kitty Kentsmith, Nancy Baxter, Marcia       
Adams, Joan  & Dean Olander, Stu Wood, Chris  & Judy Darrell, Toby Wingert, Charlotte Austin, 
Sharon Jones, Kristi Smith, Carol McLaughlin, Sam Huang, and the many bakers who contributed to 
the bake sale. Together the parish raised $1,000.00. Not only is this the largest amount raised, but 
we also had more vendors and enjoyed one of our largest visitor turn out than we have had in years. 
Mark your calendars, next year’s sale will be held on Saturday, 7 Dec. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CHS1305
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Cub Scout Pack 483 

Last month, the Cub Pack we have sponsored for over 50 years did something it has never done  
before. No, it is not the large group of new scouts who received the rank of Bobcat (the first rank on 
the road to Eagle), although we did have a group of 13 who achieved such recognition; nor was it 
the 130 awards and decorations handed out to its members. What was truly remarkable, and a joy to 
celebrate, was that for the first time, four young ladies were part of the ceremony. With changes the 
scouting program underwent earlier this year, the door was opened for young ladies to join young 
men on a journey of adventure that leads to a deepening awareness of our shared responsibility in 
making this a better world. Congratulations to all our new scouts and best wishes on their journey 
together. 

Angel Tree 

Bellevue Together is an entity where Individuals, businesses and the faith community comes        
together to meet the needs of Bellevue families.  Bellevue Together offers a hand of hope, a hand 
up and a way out to Bellevue families.  This is the second year that we have partnered with them on 
the Angel Tree Project.  

The Angel Tree project was vetted through Bellevue school counselors who 
know the children who have legitimate needs this Christmas. Working with       
the children, the counselors were able to provide the details (age, sizes, color 
preferences, and toys they would like) of each child in the  family.  The needs of 
each child was then printed on individual tags.  We at CHS fulfilled 30 requests.  
The gifts were delivered to New Beginnings Worship Center. On Dec 18th  
Bellevue Together hosted an event that provided an opportunity for the parents 
to pick up and gift wrap the presents while the children enjoyed holiday fun with 
hot chocolate, cookies and games.  An added extra this year were the pillows, 
pillow cases and socks.  This year donations through the Angel Tree will          
be providing 401 Bellevue students with two Christmas gifts to unwrap this 
Christmas.   

For more information about Bellevue Together-Hands of Hope please talk with Dcn Joan.  

New Signage 

Last month, after lots of discussion, great deliberation, and a grant from the Diocese, we finally     
installed indoor signage to help our guests find their way around our building. Special thanks to Beth 
Fredrickson for taking the lead in identifying our need, helping our vestry to settle on a design, and 
for coordinating the project as a whole. 
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Update on Online Giving 

As of 1 Jan, we are no longer using VANCO as our provider for 
online donations. If you had a recurring donation given through 
VANCO, and did not end it by 31 Dec, please cancel all future     
donations as soon as possible. 

Beginning 1 Jan, our online donation provider is Prolific using 
USePay. Both credit card and ACH options are available through 
our website. All donations can be identified as either a one-time gift 
or recurring commitment. All online giving received will be deposited 
into the parish operating fund. To designate funds for another     
purpose (i.e. designated ministry fund or parish event) please email 
the office (holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org) with instructions. If you   
encounter any difficulties using our new provider, please contact the office for assistance. 

Epiphany Pageant 

This year, Epiphany falls on a Sunday. This gives us an opportunity, during our 
regular worship schedule, to celebrate this major feast in the life of the church. 
As part of our celebration, our youth will offer a dramatic reading of the gospel at 
the 10:30 service (6 Jan) and everyone is invited to bring a favorite dish or treat 
to share during coffee hour following both the 8:00 and 10:30 am services that 
morning. 

Women of Spirit Luncheon  

On Saturday, January 12th, Daughters of the King will host our annual Women of Spirit               
Luncheon.  This year we are opting for a less formal, more relaxed, post-Christmas get together. 
Bring your favorite salad, dessert, or bread, and dress comfortably. We will begin at 11 A.M. with     
a spiritual activity, “Beautifully Broken”, eat lunch, finish the activity, and conclude with a simple    
celebration of the Eucharist around 2-2:30 P.M. 

For the activity:  Bring the pieces of a cup, plate, vase, etc. that is broken (not smashed, just broken 
in a few pieces.)  If you don’t have anything appropriate, go to the Dollar Store, Goodwill, etc. and 
pick out a piece.  We will have a few extras on hand.  To break the piece, place it in a double brown 
bag and hit it gently with a rubber mallet.  (DO NOT DO THIS TO YOUR GOOD CHINA!)  We will 
provide all other needed supplies.  If you have questions, ask Jan Sinram ( j1sinram@cox.net), or 
Sharon Jones (mathteach2000@aol.com).  Sign Up sheets are on the clipboard table. 

Ministry Calendar Inputs 

Ministry Team leaders, please get with your Vestry liaisons, or check out the 
draft calendar posted on the bulletin in the chapel hallway, and let us know if the        
proposed dates for your ministry’s listed activity is correct and whether or not 
events need to be cancelled, moved, or added to the calendar. Please help us   
finalize dates by Tuesday (15 Jan). It is very important that these events are 
scheduled first to prevent conflicts later in the year by those who wish to use our 
parish facilities or conduct fundraising activities. 

mailto:holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org
mailto:j1sinram@cox.net
mailto:mathteach2000@aol.com
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Wee Bookies Meet on January 19 at CHS 

“Ah, how good it is to be among people who are reading.” – Rainer Maria Rilke 

The book pick for the month of January is The Day the World Came to Town; 9/11 in Gander,     
Newfoundland, by Jim Defede. This is the true story behind events on 9/11 that inspired Broadway's 
smash musical Come from Away. 

A book reviewer wrote:  

"The Day the World Came to Town" tells of how ordinary Canadians and equally 
ordinary airline passengers coped with being trapped together in the town of    
Gander during the days in which the entire United States' airspace was shut down. 
The small airport was packed with planes from all over the world, the town with 
people from across the globe, of every ethnicity, faith, and type. 
 
The Canadians did everything possible to make these unsought guests as comfort-
able and welcome as possible. The guests in turn did everything they could to  
minimize their footprint on the town. And when they left, they did everything they 
could to thank the community...  

After reading this book, I found myself having faith in humanity again. Maybe, in 
spite of the endless cavalcade of bullies, bad news...human beings are not so bad 
after all. 

You're all invited to bring a sack lunch and discuss this month's book.  We'll be meeting at noon on 
Saturday, Jan. 19, in the CHS Fellowship Hall where it's nice and warm. 

Friends of Tamar/New Beginnings 

The ingathering begins on Sunday, January 27.  The final collection date is February 3 when the 
gifts will be blessed at the 10:30 service. 

The New Beginnings Project (a.k.a Suitcase Project) has been delivering rays of hope  since 2014 to 
abused women who flee abuse situations so quickly that they leave all basic items behind.  CHS has 
been blessed to be a part of this project since 2014. 

New Beginnings has a continual need for these items: Ladies T-shirts in sizes X- 
Large to 3X (they double as night shirts), bath towels and washcloths, travel sized 
toiletries  and anti-bacterial salve (Neosporin).  The items must be new and in original 
packaging. These vital essentials will be place in the totes during a Packing Party and 
then donated to homeless survivors of sexual and domestic abuse in greater  Oma-
ha.  For more information please follow go to  www.thefriendsoftamar.org. 

Ministry Team Leader Reports  

Ministry Team Leaders are reminded it is once again time to submit your ministry annual reports    
for inclusion in the parish’s 2018 annual report. Please let us know what you have been doing and 
even some hopes you have for the future. All reports should be emailed to the office 
(holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org) no later than Tuesday, 15 Jan. A draft parish report will be made 
available for review (prior to our annual meeting) on Friday, 25 Jan. Should any questions arise   
during review, either contact the ministry leader or the office. Any changes to the draft report      
must be submitted no later than Wednesday, 30 Jan. Our report will be approved during the annual 
meeting. 

mailto:holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org
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Vestry Member 

The Vestry is still looking for two volunteers to replace retiring members beginning in February of 
2019. Our vestry not only oversees the proper care and use of our valuable resources, they also 
help shape parish efforts to live more fully into our ministry as a place to meet Christ and grow in  
relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship. If you feel called to part of this 
ministry, please contact our Senior Warden, Judy Darrell; Junior Warden, Leslie Nutting; any current 
member of the Vestry; or Fr. Tom. 

Youth Group Roller Skating 

A tentative date has been set for the CHS youth group’s roller skating 
party. Between 6:30 and 8:00pm, on Wednesday (30 Jan) parish youth 
10 – 18 are invited to join our journey youth for a fun night at Skate City 
(located on the corner of Virginia and Fort Crook Road). A sign-up sheet 
is located at the clipboard table. We ask all non-journey’s youth to       
preregister to provide Skate City with an  expected number for their  
planning. There is no cost for parish youth 10-18. The cost for all others 
is $5. Cost includes skate rental, hot dog, chips, and a soft drink. For 
more information, contact Fr. Tom. 

Annual Meeting 

Our annual meeting date is set. Join us after the 10:30am service on Sunday (3 
Feb) for brunch (provided by the Vestry) and a short business meeting where 
we will elect new Vestry members, delegates to Annual Council, learn about our 
role as Council hosts in October, the 2019 parish budget, coming changes to 
our parish hall, and some opportunities we will have in ministry (to include a 
possible pilgrimage and parish retreat). Mark your calendars and plan to attend. 
This year’s meeting will be a very important one as we look to the future. 

The First Food Pantry of the Year  
Saturday, February 2, 2019 

Truck arrives at 9 A.M. 
The 2019 kick-off pantry will be held in partnership with the Airman Leadership School (ALS) from 
Offutt AFB.   

The February pantry will be a first time event for this group of airmen, which 
means they have no  experience in setting up, distributing the food, etc.  That's 
why it's so important that volunteers who are old hands with the set up, sign in 
table, distribution and clean up come and help.  

Volunteers are asked to arrive by 9 am to help set up.  Please bring a cart or 
wagon if you have one to help carry food items to the vehicles. 

With your assistance CHS will continue to be a blessing to our neighbors. 

I won't be impressed with technology until I can download food. Anon. 
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Inquirer’s Class 

Fr. Tom will offer our annual Inquirer’s Class beginning Sunday, 10 Feb, following the 10:30 am   
service. This multi-generational, 90 minute, 8 session class will begin with a brief look at Episcopal 
Church history and in following classes will examine our Baptismal Promises and explore the      
contains of the Book of Common Prayer. Those who are new to the Episcopal Church, and those 10 
years of age and older seeking a deeper commitment in their life with Christ, are encouraged to    
attend. A sign-up sheet is located at the clipboard table. 

Daughters of the King Sewing Tote Bag Event  

Our Church of the Holy Spirit chapter of Daughters of the King has been granted a sum of $250 from 
Thrivent to make tote bags for “New Beginnings”. 

Several of our Daughters’ recently attended a packing event at Trinity Cathedral. We helped to pack 
100 tote bags with things like nightshirts, towels, washcloths, toiletries, etc. These bags are given to 
The Women’s Center for Advancement for women who are admitted due to abuse, sex trafficking, 
etc. Each bag will help these women for a few days as they often arrive at the center with nothing. 
We pray that each woman feels the care and love that goes into her tote. 

We are having a sewing event at Thanksgiving Lutheran Church (36th Street and Hwy 370) on    
Saturday, February 16th, from 9:00 A.M. until 3:00 P.M. Lunch will be provided. If you can’t come 
the entire time, come for as long as you can. 

We hope to have a good turnout of ladies from all over the Omaha area who will bring their sewing 
machines, their cutting boards, and equipment to help cut out and sew the bags that day. We will 
also need ladies to iron seams, and put the unfinished cutout totes with sewing instructions into  
plastic bags for people to sew at home. If you cannot come on February 16th and would like to help, 
you can take one of these bags to finish at home. 

The totes need to be finished by March 15th. Please contact Linda Simodynes at  
simodynesl@hotmail.com or Sharon Jones at mathteach2000@aol.com to let us know if you can 
come to this event or if you have any questions. It will also be helpful to know if you are able to bring 
a sewing machine, cutting board, scissors, etc. 
Peace and Hope, Linda Simodynes 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

CHS will host a blood drive in the Parish Hall on Saturday, February 16, 2019 
from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  The need for whole blood is constant and your   
contribution is important to maintain a healthy and reliable blood supply.  You 
will feel good knowing you have helped to change a life!  Watch for a sign up 
sheet on the table in the Parish Hall, and posters that will tell you how to sign 
up online.  For any questions or for assistance signing up you can contact   
Carol McLaughlin or the church office.    

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi7t_mkvoPRAhWCz4MKHRLuCCAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.good-samaritan.org%2Fcontent%2Fgod-calling-you-be-daughter-king&psig=AFQjCNFRD2WTbKf4Mg6kbBaDNER0sZol7Q&ust=1482347852864179
mailto:simodynesl@hotmail.com
mailto:mathteach2000@aol.com
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VESTRY MINUTES  
December 13, 2018 

Vestry Members present: Fr. Tom Jones, Ken Gomeringer, Judy Darrell, Vic Culp, Leslie Nutting, 
Michelle Hagen, Doug Adams, Lori Erickson 

Recorder: Carol McLaughlin 

Fr. Tom opened the meeting at 6:30 pm with prayer. 

Reflection: 

Fr. Tom handed out a summary of the responses he has received since last month from Vestry 
members on Church Vision and Beliefs. Only four responses received so far, members asked to 
email their input to him for future discussion at Vestry retreat. 

Closing the Back Door series Part 2 of the New Members Class video was played. This segment  
included a checklist for making new members want to stay. The New Members Class must provide 
information and raise expectations. The Big Four main expectations are: faithful worship attendance, 
get in the group, ministry involvement, and faithful giving. After discussion of the video and the 
checklist, vestry members were asked to come up with realistic expectations of new members on 
their own, and to bring to the table any new ideas for expectations to add to the checklist. 

Financial Report: 

Vic Culp went over the income and expense reports. We are in solid shape as we move into the end 
of the year. In November EOGs came in at 88%, and are currently at 93% YTD. Overall income is at 
97%. On expenditure side, all major categories are more or less within 9% of projections. For       
November we spent around $21k. Changes in Equity shows nothing out of line, mostly routine. 

The following CIE Fund expenditure request authorizations were presented by Fr. Tom for approval 
and signed: 

• $33.99 - Holiday Fair (postcards and advertising) 
• $114.02 - Memorial Fund (bell choir music stands) 
• $1,237.50 - DioNeb Grant (new indoor signage) 
• $550.00 - DioNeb Grant (electrical work for welcome corner) 
• $1,065.00 - Building Fund Gen (lighting repair) 
• $4,720.00 - Building Fund Lighting (new parish hall lighting) 
• $355.51 - FHFO Outreach (Help a Vet) 
• $144.99 - Building Fund Gen (Deacon computer) 
• $14.95 - Building Fund Gen (TV remote) 
• $200.00 - Building Fund Gen (CE computer) 

Fr. Tom informed the Vestry of a discrepancy identified as a result of transcription and input errors 
dating back to last April. This affects our actual balance to the good (we have more than the reports 
show). All input will be corrected. 

Motion M12-13-01: It was moved by Judy Darrell to accept the Treasurer's reports as presented, 
and seconded by Doug Adams. Approved. 

Motion M012-13-02: It was moved by Judy Darrell to pay the bills, and seconded by Leslie Nutting. 
Approved. 

Old Business: 

• Stained Glass committee will schedule their meeting after the first of the year. 
• Lanyard purchase: Fr. Tom is beginning a search for another supply source, as the ones from 

the Episcopal Shoppe (with the church shield logo) are still not available. 
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Financial Report as of November 30, 2018 
         Actual    Budgeted             YTD Actual                   YTD Budget 

         Pledged       $  13,568.00           $ 15,378.83          $  158,126.00              $ 169,167.17 

         Other Inc.     $       656.00           $   2,634.58          $    34,499.44              $   28,980.42 

         Total Inc       $  14,224.00           $ 18,013.42          $  192,625.44              $ 198,147.58 

         Expenses     $  20,992.49           $ 18,618.83          $  199,163.09              $ 204,807.17 

• 2019 Pledge Drive: Status report handed out.  We have received 67 pledge cards, 12 of 
which are new pledges. Our 2019 goal was $222,646. We are now at $222,047, within $600 
of goal.  

• Handout “2019 Budget – Approved” was distributed and discussed. There is a budget deficit 
of $1,088. Discussed how to handle this deficit. We could cut this amount from the budget, or 
since we have money in reprogrammable designated funds we can accept budget as        
presented and cover any deficit with those funds if needed. Motion 12-13-03: Doug moved to 
accept the budget as published. Michelle seconded. Approved.   

• Parish calendars: Fr. Tom reminded members to ask their ministry teams to confirm their 
dates so the calendar can be finalized.   

• Vestry nominations: Judy is talking to one potential new Vestry member who is expected to 
confirm. Still need two additional nominees. 

• Counter construction: Next week lower cabinets will be picked up and they are shooting for a 
January install date. Design was discussed, total cost will be around $1,000. 

• Bloodmobile: Carol confirmed date of February 16 and will submit an article for this week's 
Spark to Karen.   

New Business: 

• Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services and VPOD schedule discussed.   
• Members need to coordinate with their Ministry Team Leaders to get their end of year reports 

in by Jan. 15 at the latest. 
• Motion 12-13-04: Fr. Tom moved to purchase 5 stools and 1 table for the counter and       

welcome corner at a total approximate cost of $650. Ken seconded the motion. Approved. 
• Fr. Tom discussed his housing allotment and presented the following resolution: 

Whereas, the Reverend Thomas Jones is compensated by Church of the Holy Spirit           
exclusively for the services as minister of the gospel; and Whereas, Church of the Holy Spirit 
does not provide Fr. Jones with a rectory, therefore it is hereby resolved, that the total      
compensation paid to Fr. Jones for the calendar year 2019 shall be $72,348 of which $28,101 
is hereby designated as a housing allowance.  

Motion 12-13-05: Fr. Tom moved to approve this resolution. Seconded by Leslie. Approved. 

Motion M12-13-06: Judy Darrell moved to adjourn. It was seconded by Lori Erickson. Approved. 
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 Lay Ministries Schedule  

Please submit articles for 
the February 2019 FLAME  

to the church office by   
January 15.  
 Thank you 

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS! 

Jan  1:  Office closed 
Jan  4:  483 Scouts Movie Night @ 6:30pm 
Jan 12:  WOS/DOK Luncheon @ 11:00am 
Jan 13:  Finance Committee @ 9:30am 
Jan 17:  Vestry @ 6:30pm 
Jan 19:  Wee Bookies @ noon 
     Siena Francis Serving @ 4:30pm 
Jan 21:  Office closed for Martin Luther King Day 
Jan 27:  Collection begins for Friends of Tamar 
Jan 28:  Lectionary Group @ 4:30pm 
Jan 29:  Staff Meeting @ 9:30am 

Ministries January 6 January 13 January 20 January 27 

VPOD Cindy P Lori E Doug A Ken G 

Coffee Hosts    8am  TBD 
Team  2 

TBD 
Team 3 

TBD 
Team 4 

TBD 
Team 5 

Greeters     Sun 8am 
10:30am 

Leslie N 
John & Pauline P 

Kristin K 
Dean & Joan O 

Leslie N 
Toby W 

Kristin K 
Gary & Karen G 

Ushers       10:30am Brian W 
Vic C 

Deanne M 
Lora C 

Gary & Karen G 
Chris D 
Dean O 

Altar Guild 

Joan W 
Sharon J 
Kim C 
 

Toby W 
Kristi S 
Charlotte A 
Janet H 

Jan S 
Linda B 
Joan M 
 

Sandy V 
Joan O 
Leslie N 
Carol M 

Altar Bread Kristi S Kristi S Kristi S Kristi S 

LEVs 
Toby W 
Charlotte A 

Joan W 
Jan S 
Ken G 

Joan W 

LEM            Sat 5pm Ken G Cathy J Kristi S Charlotte A 

8:00am Lessons 
Prayers 

Doug A 
Terri S 

Terri S 
Sue H 

Sue H 
Rick S 

Ken G 
Jan S 

10:30am      Lessons 
Prayers 

Doug S 
Jan S 

Charlotte A 
Michelle H 

Jan S 
Jennifer W 

Vince C 
Kim C 

Acolytes     10:30am 

Daunte H 
Olivia H 
Evelyn C 

Silas C 
Kyper M 
Zoe S 

Bobby R 
Emily W 
William R 

Darius H 
Isaiah H 
Vincent C 
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The Flame 
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal 
1305 Thomas Drive 
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973 
402-291-7732 

The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska. 
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can 
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline 
for submitting news is January 15.  

Regular Services: 

Education: 

Office Hours: 

Rector’s Day Off: 

Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org   Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org 

Saturday:   5:00 pm Holy Eucharist (chapel) 
Sunday:   8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite 1 (church) 
       Nursery from  9:30–11:30 am 
  10:30 am Holy Eucharist (church) 
Wednesday:   9:30 am Holy Eucharist / Healing Prayer 
        (chapel)  

Sunday:   9:30 am Sunday School (September-May) 

Wednesday:  10:15 am Adult Formation  
    5:30  & 7:00 pm Adult Formation 

Monday – Thursday:  9:00 am–3:00 pm 

Friday:    9:00 am–Noon 

Friday 


