The Flame
DECEMBER 2020
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

College Care Boxes
Members of the Daughters of the King chapter met on November
5th to fill priority mail boxes with goodies to send to our college
students. Sixteen boxes were filled with instant coffee and hot
chocolate, chips, granola bars, cheese and crackers, tuna and
crackers, gum, M&M’s, Hershey bars, and other snack items. Also
included was a personal note and last month’s copy of the Flame.
Items were donated by the DOK membership.
Keeping a
connection with our college students is the primary goal while
providing them with snacks to make it through finals. One new
recipient this fall commented to their mother how full the box was
with goodies. Last spring the chapter could not send out boxes as
usual since the pandemic was new and many students had
returned to their homes.
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits
Like the changing of the church liturgical year, as the snow begins to fall, we know
something special is coming. That’s right, Christmas is just around the corner.
Normally a festive time of the year, a season of hope and a time for gathering and
sharing God’s blessings by the giving of gifts, I suspect this year will be a little
different, especially when it comes to how we celebrate as a faith community.
As I write this article, we are waiting to see whether or not the bishop will rescind
his prohibition on public worship. My guess is that he will not, with the spread of Covid going
almost unchecked, and we will gather together this year, to celebrate the incarnation, not in
person, but instead online. As a safety precaution, just as during Eastertide, it is likely that we
will once again be asked to let go of the long held tradition of coming together to sing carols and
offer praise for the love God revealed, this time in the birth of our Lord.
Traditions are tough to let go of. They are called traditions for a reason; they are long held
practices with meaning. While we may be able to listen to the traditional readings online, and
forego the traditional hymns we sing, in favor of Christmas tunes on the radio, the one thing I am
told people will miss, by not coming together, is holy communion. As communion during this time
of year is so important, I am going to look at how we might, either before or after our 7:00 pm
Christmas Eve online worship, offer drive up communion. If we are able to do so, this would be a
big departure from tradition, and it would not be looked at as the start of something new but with
the effects of the pandemic still looming, it might be one way that we can all come together to
share in the central act of our liturgy. Please watch the Weekly Spark for more information on
this possibility.
May this Christmas season be one of hope, for all, in the possibilities that lay ahead.

Hands of Hope
If you are making a donation towards the Hands for
Hope Christmas ministry, please ensure your
unwrapped gift or donation is delivered to the church
office by Thursday (3 Dec) or has been picked up by
Margie Guy by Friday (4 Dec). On Saturday (5 Dec) we
will inventory and prepare for delivery all items to
Bellevue Together on Sunday, 6 Dec.
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Christmas Worship
As we look towards Christmas Services, we do not appear to be on track to meet current diocesan
guidelines for public worship. A worship safety plan is being presented to the bishop this week in
hopes that he will reconsider the current limitations.
Our plan includes offering multiple services on Christmas Eve (5, 7, and 9 pm) as well as one service
on Christmas morning (at 10am). Seating will be by reservation only, and all reservations must be
made by close of business Wednesday (23 Dec). As reservations are received, we will assign
seating, closing service reservations when we reach 40% of our seating availability (about 50 people).
Individuals will be provided a wipe to use following the service to cleanse the area in which they were
sitting to help prepare for any follow-on service. While there will be no parish or choir singing, we are
hoping to offer some type of musical offering, possibly our hand bell choir, or a vocalist.

If our plan is not approved, we will revert to online only worship that will be broadcast live on
Facebook at 7:00 pm Christmas Eve, and at 10:00 am on Christmas Morning we will offer Morning
Prayer. After both services, we will download them to You Tube for later viewing by those unable to
join us live. Please watch the Weekly Spark and the Website for updates on Christmas worship.

Holiday Fair Cancelled
Unfortunately, with the current level of Covid spread, we have decided it is in the best interest of all
concerned that we cancel this year’s Holiday Fair. Who knows, if the distribution of the vaccine goes
as well as hoped, we might be able to hold a Christmas in July type celebration. Otherwise, we will
plan for this holiday staple to return next year the first Saturday in December.

New Year’s Eve Youth Lock-in
Cancelled
Due to the coronavirus, while not yet cancelled,
we are not planning on holding our annual New
Year’s Eve youth group lock-in unless there is a
significant change in the level of virus infections.
We know this disappoints youth and parents
alike. A final decision will be made at this month’s
Vestry meeting (17 Dec) and published in the
Weekly Spark.
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Flag Retirement Ceremony
Troop 483 held their first annual Veteran’s Day Flag Retirement Ceremony here in the church
parking lot. In a very well done service, honoring those who have served in the military and as first
responders, and held before family, friends, and 4 area Cub Packs, the troop retired 20 US Flags in
accordance with US Flag Code and Scouting Practices. It was a real treat to watch as both the
boys and girls of Troop 483 served with distinction. This is not the first time our Troop has
conducted this ceremony. The last one was held several years ago as part of an Eagle Project.
Special thanks go out to our Troop leadership, the scouts who participated, and those who brought
us their worn flags for proper retirement. If you have an American flag that is worn and tattered,
please drop it by the office and we will set it aside for next year’s ceremony.

Altar Linen Burning
Consistent with the disposal of all things blessed for use in the liturgy, it is appropriate that altar
linens, which show signs of wear and can no longer be used, should normally be disposed of either
by burial or burning. Father Tom was able to use the same fire from the flag retirement ceremony
for our worn (“holey”) altar linens disposal.
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Mobile Pantry
Blessed by our volunteers, and with the help of the Food Bank for the
Heartland, we have been able to continue our Mobile Pantries without
missing a beat. Using a drive-through model, we are able to distribute
boxes (pre-packed by the Food Bank) of food items safely and
outdoors. Our November pantry served 145 households. As we roll into
December, we are told the Food Bank will continue to prep for this
distribution model. Knowing this, we ask our volunteers to dress a little
more warmly; and of course, not to forget their masks. We do have
masks and gloves available should someone forget. Our next pantry is
scheduled for Saturday, 12 Dec.

Thanksgiving Baskets
Once again we provided Thanksgiving
meals for 25 families identified as in need
by the Eastern Nebraska Community Action
Partnership and Bellevue Together. Each
box contained stuffing, mashed potatoes,
two different canned vegetables, canned
yams, chicken broth, cranberry sauce, biscuit mix, dessert mix (brownies), macaroni
and cheese, a foil pan with baking bag for
cooking, and a $15 gift card to purchase a
turkey. Thank you to all who donated items
or funds to make this year’s in-gathering a
success.
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Socially Distant Holiday Cookie and Card Exchange!
When: December 20th 2020.
What is it?
Due to COVID the holiday cookie exchange tradition has been on hold. But not anymore!
Bring your plate of cookies and holiday cards (1 dozen or more!)
to The Church of the Holy Spirit and drop off. 2 – 4 members of
the church will then take the cookies inside and (while gloved
and masked of course!) Separate the cookies out into other
plates or ziplock baggies . Once all cookies/holiday cards have
been received and separated out, the packagers will then
redeliver your new package of cookies to your home! We will
leave the plate or goodie bag on your porch and knock so you
will not have any contact unless you choose otherwise!
Don’t want to wait for delivery? No problem! Feel free to come back and pick up your goodie bags/
plate. Just knock on the door so we know you are there and we will bring it out to you!
To sign up for the cookie exchange and agree to bring cookies to the church please email the office
at holyspirit@chsepiscopal with your name, address, pick/delivery, and how many dozen you plan on
bringing. If you wish to be a packager volunteer please let us know then as well. I will accept the first
3 individuals whom agree to volunteer!

Please respond by December 13th so I can get a final count of cookies and get in contact with
packagers!
Cookie drop will be from 11:30am – 2:00pm on Sunday, December 20th, and the deliveries/
pick up will begin 3:30-4:00pm.
Some deliveries may be completed the following afternoon if we have an overabundance of
cookie drops!
So please join us in bringing a small sense of normalcy back this holiday season and
spreading a little joy along the way.
*This event will be subjected to the COVID numbers of the city. If cases rise and businesses
begin to close this will no longer be an option.
*Food Exchange does not need to be just cookies, bring whatever holiday treat you like to
exchange.
*Packagers must be 100% SYMPTOM FREE. No sniffles, coughs, fevers, etc. No reason to
risk sending even the slightest anything to anyone else. And must be wearing a mask at all
times!
Thanks!
Piper Allen
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EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock

The Still Silent Spring
I have been reading Rachel Carson’s book, Silent Spring, published in 1962. She had written three
other books in her scientific but lyrical prose all related to her work as a marine biologist. Silent
Spring has been called “the cornerstone of the new environmentalism” because of the lasting impact
it had and still does on the way problems of pollution on our air, soil, and water are understood and
generally addressed by society and government. I call it a modern day Bible (of sorts). The
celebration of Earth Day and the passage of the Endangered Species Act in the 1970’s were most
likely direct results of the impact of this book on the public. Carson mainly addressed the
widespread use of dangerous, often cancer causing chemicals, and was very critical of the chemical
industry for its duplicity in declaring hundreds of chemicals safe to us.
Carson dared to speak out and confront the facts that chemicals in the workplace and the
environment were destroying lives and nature. She framed the facts as a debate over the quality of
life. Years before Silent Spring, Albert Schweitzer wrote: “Man has lost his capacity to foresee and
to forestall. He will end by destroying the earth.” Dear old Dr. Schweitzer did not know Rachel
Carson.
Today’s problems with Covid-19 are similar in some respects to the environmental problems of the
1960-70’s:
-It is global.
-Many people are in disbelief.
-Government reluctant and inept to recognize dangers and protect the public.
Rachel Carson called on the public to “regulate our appetites” and to focus on “the wonders and
realities of the universe”. Isn’t that what we Christians believe in doing? Aren’t doctors and science
gifts from God to be accepted and used for the benefit of everyone? So many millions have died for
lack of facts and proper guidance. Chemical pollution is the third-ranking cause of species extinction
in the U.S. still today.
“We would stand a better chance of survival if we accommodated ourselves to this planet and
viewed it appreciatively instead of skeptically and dictatorially.” E. B. White
“let us pray to the Lord for the good earth which God has given us and for the wisdom and will to
conserve it.” The Book of Common Prayer, page 384

What can get recycled after Christmas?
Wrapping Paper--only if it doesn’t have glitter, metallic or velvet flocking.
Bows--reuse, but not recyclable. No ribbon in the recycling bin either.
Cards--sort them. No shiny cards printed on photo paper.. No glitter or metallic embossing in the
recycle bin.
Boxes--if you can’t reuse, then recycle. Flatten them and remove heavy duty adhesive tape.
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Vestry Meeting Minutes November 12, 2020
Vestry Members present: Father Tom Jones, Margie Guy, Michelle Hagen, Blythe Becker, Lori Erickson, Ken
Gomeringer, Cindy Pekarek, Terri Storm, Linda Blinston. Also present Carol McLaughlin, recorder.
The meeting was opened at 6:35 pm with prayer.
INFORMATION:
Fr. Tom went over upcoming calendar items for the remainder of November and through December.
Update on Quickbooks/Servant Keeper: Corey Hagen has been doing a great job working with these
programs. A call is planned for Monday to the Servant Keeper help desk to see that everything is set up
correctly and that it can “talk” to Quickbooks. They also plan a call to the Quickbooks help desk to have them
help build our monthly reporting.
Phone System Replacement: Lori had no update for this month.
PPP Loan update: Fr. Tom reported that the portal is being updated to accommodate the new streamlined
application process for grant approval. They expect that to be ready soon after the 1st of December.
Alternatives to proposed Thrasher concrete repair: Margie has been working on getting some possible
alternatives to the concrete work proposed. She is still working on this.
Lighting in Sanctuary is completed. During this update it was found that the switches we have are for
incandescent lighting and not compatible with the LED. A couple of options have been proposed to remedy
this, and electrician is working up a quote for us. We are also getting a couple of quotes for replacement of
mercury lights outside with LED.
Nothing new to report on Cross replacement on roof, however the lights up there now work.
Garbage disposal: We are waiting for new disposal to arrive, which will be paid for by money from Rummage
Sales.
Cindy reported on the planned Advent Workshop. There will be kits available next week for people to pick up
and take home. She is looking into options for this to be run online also.
Fr. Tom reported that a decision has been made to cancel the Holiday Craft Fair for this year.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Status of Pledge Drive: Fr. Tom reported we can expect to be around $185,000. Goal was $232,000, which
puts us about $46,000 in the hole. Looking at Projection, this reflects what we actually have plus $2,500 given
in 2020 for 2021. Balance after designated funds is applied is projected to be $12,135 which would have to
come out of savings. To date, we have received 48 pledge cards returned, of which there were 43 pledges.
There were several increased pledges and a few decreased.
Budget: Fr. Tom discussed the changes made to the budget since last month. He went over the expected
changes in Salary expense for secretary and organist. He discussed combining the Secretary and Financial
Secretary positions now that both positions are open. Hours will be less overall, but hourly pay will increase.
Ministry expenses were lower than expected with the exception of Outreach. If year comes out as projected,
we will finish in the black for the year 2020.
Covid-19 Trends: Based on trends shown on graph, all indoor worship will be suspended through at least
November, which includes the Thanksgiving Eve service. Fr. Tom feels that Journeys can still be continued, as
they are doing a good job of wearing PPE and maintaining social distance and the program will be valuable for
the kids especially if schools close and go to online learning only.
Fr. Tom asked for the Vestry's input on filling the combined Office Administrator/Financial Secretary position.
He has received an expression of interest in this position from a member of the parish. There was discussion of
the possible negative impact this could have. It was agreed that this person could be interviewed, but that Fr.
Tom should also consider outside personnel. It would be understood up front that whoever is hired, there
would be a 6 month trial period, after which employment could be terminated if it doesn't work out.
Christmas plans cannot be finalized yet, but hoping to at least have two Christmas Eve services. Parishioners
wishing to attend one of these would need to reserve a spot, so that proper group levels can be maintained with
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adequate distancing. The choir will not be able to sing but the bell choir will be able to perform. Christmas
greenery will be put up behind the altar so that it will be seen online. The rest of the church will not have
greenery however a number of flowers will still be placed in front of the altar.
The scheduled December 3 Budget Meeting was then discussed. Fr. Tom wanted thoughts on whether this
should still happen on December 3 with the understanding that there will be a deficit of $12,000 when the
Vestry meets in December. The other option would be to postpone the budget meeting, hoping that some
additional pledges will still come in that would reduce that deficit. The by-laws state that the budget must be
approved in December. Members also discussed working with the deficit as it stands at this time, but review
the financials again every 3 to 6 months to adjust the budget accordingly. It was agreed that we will not have a
December 3 Budget Meeting.
Fr. Tom asked members for additional discussion items:
Cindy clarified that Advent kits will be available Sunday the 22nd, not this Sunday the 15th.
Michelle suggested that Corey (currently filling in as interim financial secretary) attend upcoming finance
meeting to address any questions that have come up.
DECISION ITEMS:
Karen Ferryman, office administrator, has retired and is requesting compensation for approximately 48 hours
of unused leave, which equates to vacation time (not sick days). Her letter of agreement states that this can be
approved or denied by the Vestry. While Karen did not provide the required 30 days notice, this was thought to
be for medical reasons. Fr. Tom moved that we approve a payment of up to $750 (equivalent to approximately
48 hours, but rounded off). After discussion, it was agreed that we should pay her, but should pay exactly the
amount due when calculated for the actual hours, instead of doing a rounded off lump sum. Motion M11-1201: Fr. Tom amended the motion to pay her for exact hours of unused vacation time. Michelle seconded.
Approved.
Treasurer's Report – Blythe Becker:
Operational Income and Expense: Contribution income YTD is at 91%, total operating income is 98%. Total
operating expenses 88%. Looking at actual expenditures, she noted in Operating Expense, the only things out
of norm were Bank Charges (fees) $108, and Liability Insurance $1,481 (represents two payments). Excess
Income vs. Expenses ended up at negative -$2,132.
Changes in Equity: Expenses for the month included Outreach Miscellaneous expense $3,114, which she
broke down and explained.
Balance Sheet: Net cash assets are $185,085. Total available assets are $598,098. It was noted that
Endowment fund went down almost $4,000, to $413,013. There are numerous outstanding checks.
Motion M11-12-02: Margie moved that we accept the reports as presented. Cindy seconded. Approved.
Motion M11-12-03 Michelle moved that we pay the bills. Lori seconded. Approved.
DioNeb Grant: The only expenses coming out are the last couple of food pantries.
Motion M11-12-04: Blythe moved to adjourn. Seconded by Michelle. Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.

Financial Report as of October 31, 2020
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses

$
$
$
$

Actual
14,603.00
547.00
15,150.00
17,282.13

Budgeted
$ 15,218.67
$ 3,739.17
$ 18,957.83
$ 18,900.42
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YTD Actual
$ 137,015.00
$ 50,312.00
$ 187,327.00
$ 167,774.87

YTD Budget
$ 152,186.67
$ 37,391.67
$ 189,578.33
$ 189,004.17

Lay Ministries Schedule

Ministries
VPOD

Dec 6

Dec 13

Dec20

Dec27

Lori E

Linda B

Ken G

Blythe B

Hospitality Team
9:30 am
Greeters
Ushers

Team 3

Team 4

Team 5

Team 1

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Recycle Team

Lynda W

Karen G

Jan S

Marcia A

LEM
Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 9:30 am

Acolytes

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Dec 12:
Dec 13:
Dec 17:
Dec 28:

Please submit articles for the
January 2021 FLAME to the
church office by December 15.
Thank you

Mobile Food Pantry 10am - 12pm
Finance Committee @ 10:45am
Vestry @ 6:30pm
Office Closed
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Regular Services:
Sunday:
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
Wednesday: 9:30 am Holy Eucharist
Saturday:
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist

Education:
Sunday:

Sunday School @ 10:30am
(September-May)

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is December 15.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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