The Flame
AUGUST 2020
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and grow in
their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

This year we used an online VBS that was written just for this year's challenges. We are learning to
BOLT toward GOD We learned to Prepare, Focus on, and Follow JESUS!
Families had a choice of doing VBS on July 23-25th with me on Zoom or they could do the program
with family on their own time. I had three great kids that I led through Zoom. I got so busy talking
with the kids, there is not much in pictures.
If you are a family doing VBS on your own this year, please send pictures! We have five more kids
that are registered to do VBS this summer. Did your family miss the dates? It's not too late! This
VBS can be done as a family anytime in 2020! Just register, pay $10/person, and I will send you the
information. I still have buckets of supplies for VBS !
Thank you's to Jillian Pekarek and Emily Wilson for helping to fill the fun buckets and hand them out
and thank you to Anika for joining us part of the time!
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FR TOM’S TIDBITS
Like many of you, I am excited about being able to gather in person, once again,
for worship. I recognize there are still concerns when it comes to large group
gatherings, but be assured, we have taken every precaution we can to ensure your
safety as we do. With the use of masks, sanitizer, social distancing, and the careful
preparation of the sacrament, we feel we can gather to give thanks and praise to God without
risking our health. However, the best laid plans are only as good as their execution. When we
begin to gather together, we are not returning to what was, but what is, and what is, will have a
slightly different feel to it. That is why we are prayerfully asking for everyone’s help and
cooperation as we navigate these troubling times.

To help prepare for what worshipping together again will look like, we are adding a special
outdoor service on Sunday (2 Aug) at 10:30am, following our regular 9:30 service. Please bring
your lawn chairs and have a seat, using social distancing guidelines, in the shade outside the
office wing. After the service, I will answer the questions you may have and see if there are any
thoughts or ideas our Vestry, or our reopening committee, has not considered. It is my prayer,
that after this session, we will all have a more clear idea of what worshipping in community will
be like.
The best of planning takes into account a decline in the infection rate and a reduction in the
danger present when gathering together. What options do we have should the rate not decline?
That is something we will discuss as a parish during the Q & A session. It is my intention, that a
letter and video will be shared during the following week to communicate our reopening plans. In
the meantime, please visit the reopening page on our website to see our welcome back video, a
video showing how our Altar Guild will be preparing the holy sacrament, and updated information
about our reopening. We are all traveling through uncharted waters and we do not know what
lays ahead. However, our trust in God’s love and faithfulness will continue to strengthen and
sustain us as we do.
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Online Services
The summer months are historically months in which we witness a drop in attendance and giving.
This year we are facing some real challenges as the coronavirus has caused an even deeper downturn than usual in both. Our online participation rate is steadily declining as are the number of mailed
in offerings we receive. While we understand that online does not offer the same feeling gathering in
person does; and that in these uncertain times, we are careful in how we manage our finances,
there is a growing concern that our ties as a community are being strained by our inability to gather
together in person.
As we look forward to reopening, we understand that gathering in person, will also strain our sense
of community, as not everyone will be ready to do so. That is why we will be continuing our online
worship services and adding new Christian formation opportunities as we move forward. We pray
that if you are one who is cautious, that our online offerings, on Facebook, YouTube, and through
Zoom, will help you stay connected to our community. If you are unfamiliar with what we are offering,
please call the office and talk with Fr. Tom. Here is a list of the online live broadcast services we are
offering through the month of August:
•

Sunday Mornings at 9:30am on our parish Facebook page – Our regular Sunday worship


This service remains posted on our Facebook page and our parish You Tube channel
(CHS1305) for later viewing if you missed the live broadcast.

•

Monday-Saturday at 8:00 pm on our parish Facebook page – A short evening meditation

•

Wednesday at 9:30 am in our parish Facebook Group – Morning Prayer/Eucharist

It is our intention to introduce our next adult study beginning Sunday (13 Sep) at 10:30 am both
for in-person and online participation. For more information, please see this month’s article “Adult
Studies”.
We ask that if you have not joined us for one or more of our online services, that you prayerfully
consider doing so. We also ask, that if you are able, to please help us keep our financial
commitments by mailing in your pledges and offerings, or by using our online giving option on our
website. Our success to date has only been possible by your generosity and your commitment to the
shared ministry and mission of our community.
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Daughters of the King
On Thursday, July 30th, several members of Holy Spirit’s Daughters of the King® chapter met in the
churchyard to present Deacon Joan Wood and the Rev. Kim Culp gifts for their service. Deacon
Joan was presented with a silver “Holy Spirit” dove which could be worn as a charm or on a chain
with her DOK cross. Deacon Joan served as the chapter’s chaplain. The silver was donated by Jan
Sinram and Erwin Jewelers fabricated the dove. Mother Kim was presented with a green stole to
wear during the season after Pentecost (the longest season of the church year). Mother Kim served
as a past president to the chapter.

Backpack Blessing
As our youth prepare to return to school this month, on Sunday, 9 Aug, the
youth of our parish are invited to bring their school backpacks to church for our
annual blessing of the backpacks. Each youth who participates will receive a
tag for their backpack reminding them that they and their backpacks have
received God’s blessing.
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Parish Picnic
Due to the Coronavirus, and the moratorium on serving food buffet style, we will not hold our annual
parish picnic in the usual manner. An idea was put forth to instead have a tailgate party, in the
parking lot, and the shade of our lawn, with each family bringing their own picnic meal and lawn
chairs. While large group gathering inside creates concern, by gathering outside we can enjoy the
sun and one another’s company more safely. If you have outdoor games you can bring along, that
would be great too. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend our parish picnic on Sunday, 23
Aug, at 10:30 am, following our 9:30am service.

Mobile Pantry
Our next mobile pantry event is scheduled for Saturday 29 Aug beginning at 10:00 am. We will once
again be using the drive through model for product distribution. Volunteers are asked to arrive at
9:00 am and will be expected to wear masks and gloves while handling product or in close proximity
to other volunteers.
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Adult Studies
With Youth Sunday school beginning in September, and the bishop’s moratorium on gathering for coffee hour, we wanted to offer parents a small
group study to help them pass the time while their young ones are in
class. Our class will take place in the parish hall following the service. The
subject of our study will be “Living for God where culture is influenced”
Over six weeks, using DVD and group discussion, our 45 minute class will
help us to learn how God guided his people to a specific place - The
Promised Land - to impact the world in ancient times and today. As study
guides need to be ordered, please sign up at the Spirit Hub, call or email
the office, or text Fr. Tom you are interested in the class. We will offer this
class via Zoom as well for those unable to attend in person.

Journey’s
Our Journey’s leadership team met last month to discuss what our weekly youth group might look like
as we begin the next program year. They feel, with some minor changes, we can offer our usual
program safely. Our intention is to resume our weekly meetings on Wednesday (16 Sep) starting at
6:30pm. We will ask our youth to wear a mask except during dinner. The only change we will need to
make with our meal, is that no items will be placed out on the counter for youth to help themselves,
all food items will be served by kitchen staff wearing masks and gloves. Tables will be positioned to
allow for social distancing while still allowing our youth to interact. Group time will be also conducted
using social distancing practices. We will close each week with our youth leading Compline, live on
our Facebook page, and together we will sanitize the space for use by other groups. Our evening
snack will be a grab and go item given to our youth as they leave.
Another practice we will employ is that we will meet three weeks of the month in person, and one
week via Zoom. We are hoping that by doing so, we will be better prepared to remain connected
should circumstances force us to suspend in-house gatherings. We will offer a wide range of
activities, for both our Journeys youth and the youth of the parish. Several of these activities will be
open to family as group transportation is not an option at this time. On Sunday (30 Aug), following our
worship service, we will have a parents meeting to answer questions and register youth who are 12
years old or older, or in 6-12th grade. If you have any questions about the program, you may contact
Fr. Tom or, Marcia Adams (food preparation), Pam Chisam or Michele Hagen (grades 6-9), or Lori
Stevens and Fr. Tom (grades 10-12). Parents, or members, who would like to help with our program,
should contact Fr. Tom to discuss the ways in which you might do so.
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Youth Group Parent’s Meeting
On Sunday, 30 Aug, beginning at 11:00 am, we will hold a youth group parent’s and youth meeting
to discuss the upcoming year. Our plan is to meet in the sanctuary, sitting using social distancing
guidelines, and wearing masks. This will be a great time for parents and youth to learn more about
the plan we have introduced in the above article. Please watch the Weekly Spark for any changes to
the time or location of our meeting.

Horseback Ride
We will kick off our youth group activities this year with a horseback ride and bonfire, with hot dogs
and Smores, at the Shady Lanes Ranch in north Council Bluff on Sunday, 13 Sep, beginning at 2:00
pm. This event is open to youth 10-18 (along with their friends and family). The cost to CHS youth
(10-18) for this event is $10 and for friends and family who will ride the cost is $30. There is no cost
for those who come to enjoy the bonfire and enjoy our late lunch. Riding spots are limited to 24
individuals (12 with each ride, each ride lasts about 1 hour). While one group rides, the other will eat
and afterwards we will have dessert and a little fun as a group before departing. Please sign up at
the Spirit Hub, call or email the office, or text Fr. Tom to let us know you wish to attend.
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EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock

The newsletter Eco-Justice Notes has for several years been my source of inspiration and
Information about Christian environmentalism. The author of this newsletter is the Reverend Peter
Sawtell, Executive Director of Eco-Justice Ministries of Denver, Colorado.
The following
paragraphs are direct quotes from the July 10, 202 edition of the Notes.
“In the early years of Eco-Justice Ministries, a newspaper reporter asked me a challenging
question. He asked ‘What Bible texts do I look to as a basis for Christian environmentalism?’
There are few texts that deal directly with the issues we face in our technological, globalized, and
hurting world.” Reverend Sawtell chose Jesus’ words from Matthew when asked which
commandment in the law is the greatest –“You shall love the Lord your God” and “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.”
“As his parable makes clear, loving our neighbor calls us to look beyond our family, friends, and the
people who live next door. As our hearts, minds, and spirits perceive ever-broadening circles of
‘neighbor,’ eco-justice emerges as an essential, basic expression of our faith.”
1. “Neighbors include the whole human family” especially those less fortunate, less safe,
less free, etc.”
2. “Our neighbors include future generations. Because of human actions today, they will be
living in a hotter world, a world with more people but diminished resources. Charity might
incline us to leave some resources for those who will come after us.” Question: How and
what must we do NOW to minimize harm to our children’s world?
3. “Our neighbors include the rest of creation. The obligation of faithful love holds us in
relationships of respect and justice with the entire web of life.”
“May God’s Spirit move within us to expand our love and vision. May our individual and collective
lives be shaped by deep and responsible love of all our far-flung neighbors.”
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VESTRY MINUTES
July 16, 2020

Vestry Members present: Father Tom Jones, Lori Erickson, Ken Gomeringer, Blythe Becker, Margie
Guy, Lisa Weilandt, Terri Storm, Linda Blinston. Also present: Carol McLaughlin, recorder.
Fr. Tom opened the meeting at 6:35 pm with prayer. The interactive prayer format was used, where Fr.
Tom read an opening prayer, followed by each vestry member taking turns reading a prayer, and all
reading the final prayer in unison.
TEACHING / STUDY
No teaching items were on the agenda for this meeting.
INFORMATION:
Upcoming Events: Father Tom went over the upcoming events for the remainder of July and August.
Quickbooks/Servant Keeper Integration: Margie Guy reported that the process of getting everything into
the systems is still ongoing, not yet completed.
VPOD Checklist: Lori emailed this out, but will send again as some members didn't have it. She will
resend in PDF.
Phone System Replacement: Lori has a meeting scheduled with Coretek tomorrow. She has also
reached out to COX but has not been able to get anything from them yet.
National Night Out: Margie says that this event is canceled for the original date, and has no updates on
it being moved to a later date.
Vacation Bible School: Cindy P. not present at meeting for an update, but Fr. Tom advised that this is
scheduled for July 23-25 as an online offering from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. There are a few already signed
up at $10 per participant. Can register on website, and it is for both youth and adults.
Parish Picnic: A Parking Lot Tailgate Party was proposed to take the place of the annual picnic this
year. This is scheduled for August 23, immediately following the 10:30 service. People should bring
lawn chairs and their own food, and if anyone has outdoor games to contribute they can bring them also.
PPP Loan: Fr. Tom advised we are waiting until August to file the paperwork, and he expects our loan
will be approved.
Videographer/Social Media Position: Beth Frederickson is serving as videographer, and has done the
services for the past couple of weeks. Still looking for someone to take charge of social media.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Reopening plan review: Fr. Tom has purchased needed items for Adult Formation. When Sunday
School starts up again, we will need to have something for the adults to do, since there can be no coffee
hour for the time being. We will begin offering an Adult Formation Class to fill this need, and it will also
be available by Zoom for those who want to participate online.
The reopening checklist was discussed, several items have already been checked off as completed.
The only thing remaining before submitting for Bishop's approval is the VPOD Checklist. Once we have
his approval, we will continue with the remaining items on the reopening checklist. Terri offered an
update on the “Holy Spirit on a Stick”, which she found could be handmade or purchased ready-made.
Cost for ready-made would be around $53. Motion M07-16-01: Fr. Tom made a motion that since we
have the money in Worship Fund we should proceed with purchasing them. Multiple seconds received;
motion carried.
The reopening plan is still based on a tentative reopening date of August 2. Fr. Tom then discussed the
handout with the latest COVID-19 stats for positive tests and confirmed cases. Sarpy County is not
going down, cases have increased over past two weeks. Two weeks of steady decline is necessary to
allow for reopening. Based on current stats we may be unable to fully reopen on August 2. However we
have been able to reopen to accommodate outside groups, such as AA and Al-Anon, and they are both
transitioning back into our building, following the guidelines given to them in a letter from Fr. Tom dated
July 9th.
An alternative to reopening for services was proposed where we would offer outdoor services. Details
were discussed, such as location and time of services, bringing out and setting up the altar, and how to
provide communion. We still need to continue to have an online service at 9:30. Pros and cons of
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holding the outdoor service before vs. after the online services were discussed. The consensus was that
more members were apt to come to the service after the end of the online service. The times suggested
were 10:30, 10:45 and 11:00. After further discussion a time of 10:30 AM Sunday was agreed upon.
These will be held until such time that the sanctuary can be reopened for services.
Sanctuary lighting: Lighting needs to be upgraded in the altar area to allow for better video quality. Fr.
Tom obtained a quote from Midwest Sound & Lighting, which would add 8 new LED can lights for between $7,000 and $8,000. However they also said there is a possibility that our current lighting can be
upgraded for a lower cost. Other companies have been contacted to come here and provide quotes for
improving our current lighting.
Lighting for roof cross: McKay outdoor lighting looked at this and we are waiting for their quote. They
are also going to bid repairing our driveway lighting at the same time.
2021 budget concerns: Nothing specific to discuss at this time.
CHS 2020 grant distributions: If we don't use the grant money this year it is supposed to be returned to
the endowment fund. This has been difficult with the shutdown of so many activities, however most
ministries are finding ways to use their money this year and it is likely we will carry funds into next year
for those unable to use them this year due to the pandemic.
DECISION ITEMS:
Treasurer Report – Blythe:
Operational Income and Expense: Contribution income YTD is at 98% and other income is at 113%.
Expenditures that were up somewhat were: lawn care, water, rector health insurance (quarterly
payment), and ministries (communion supplies). Excess income vs. expense was a negative -$5,685.
Changes in Equity: Expenses for the month explained. Journeys spent $100 on bibles. Outreach
purchased 2 wagons for mobile pantry use. Rector's checking: $1,353 to help a family. Covid supplies
expense $1,503. Building fund expense $2,539.
Balance Sheet: Net cash assets are $189,840. Total available assets are $589,300.
Motion M07-16-02: Ken moved that we accept the reports as presented. Lori seconded. Approved.
Motion M07-16-03 Margie moved that we pay the bills. Ken seconded. Approved.
The following Fund Expenditure requests were presented to be signed by the Treasurer:

Fund

Purpose

Amount

Building

Water Heater

1,685.00

Covid-19

Supplies

Building

Faucet

Diocese Grant

Digital upgrade

404.82
95.78
1,697.26

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM.

Financial Report as of June 30, 2020
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses

$
$
$
$

Actual
10,890.00
302.00
11,192.00
16,877.24

Budgeted
$ 15,218.67
$ 3,739.17
$ 18,957.83
$ 18,886.25
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YTD Actual
$ 80,712.00
$ 48,187.00
$ 128,899.00
$ 103,489.71

YTD Budget
$ 91,312.00
$ 22,435.00
$ 113,747.00
$ 113,317.50

Lay Ministries Schedule

Ministries
VPOD

Aug 2

Hospitality
Team
9:30 am
Greeters
Ushers

Altar Guild

Aug 9
Linda B

Aug 16
Ken G

Aug 23
Blythe B

Aug 30
Cindy P

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 3

Marcia A

Lynda W

Karen G

Jan S

Vince C

Doug A

LEVs
Recycle Team
LEM 9:30 am

Michele H

Jennifer W

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Aug 2: Online Service @ 9:30 am
Outside Service @ 10:30 am
Aug 5: Service in Chapel @ 9:30 am
Aug 9: Public Service/Backpack Blessing @ 9:30 am
Finance Committee @ 10:45a m
Aug 13: Vestry @ 6:30 pm
Aug 23: Church Tailgate Party @ 10:30 am
Aug 25: Staff Meeting @ 9:30 am
Aug 29: Mobile Food Pantry @ 10 am
Aug 26: J2A Parents Meeting @ 11 am
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Please submit articles for the
September 2020 FLAME to the
church office by August 15.
Thank you

Regular Services:
Sunday:
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
Wednesday: 9:30 am Holy Eucharist
Mon-Sat:
8:00 pm Compline - Online

Education:
Sunday:

Sunday School (September-May)

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is August 15.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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