The Flame
October 2021
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Horseback Ride

What a great day we had for our annual youth group horseback ride at Shady Lane
Ranch. The temperature was perfect, no rain (yeah!!!) no mosquitos (yeah-yeah!!)
and the horses were most cooperative. While there, we were able to ride, cook hot
dogs over a roaring campfire, roll down a hill for the fun of it, listen to a very
diverse play list over the ranch PA system, and savor the sweet taste of roasted
marshmallows and S’Mores. Special thanks to Sharon and Lori who minded the fire
while our youth rode and then helped our youth get hot dogs on the roasting forks
without getting hurt. As we left, everyone was in agreement, same time next year.
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits

Sitting in the office today, our contractor is hard at work on the roof. The noise is really loud
at times, as they tear off the old roof, and haul away the debris. Their plan is to have the new
roof in place by the end of the week. I was curious how they would do this; our roof is so
large. Then I saw the team they brought out. Working together they are moving along much
faster than I thought possible. I mention this, because over the last month, our Sunday messages have focused
on just this, working together. Seeing this way of pulling together to accomplish the task at hand is exciting to
watch.
While we may not be up on the roof doing the scrapping and hammering, we do make what they are doing
possible. Yes, our insurance company is funding the project, but we keep the policy in force through our
financial offerings. I know paying for insurance, building upkeep, utilities, and our staff, is not what excites us
when we give to the work of the church; but together they form a foundation for the things that do, our
ministries that care for us and the surrounding community.
Each year, as the Vestry builds the next year’s ministry plan, the generosity of those who call CHS their church
home, not only helps us meet our fiscal obligations, but also enables us to do even more to help meet the needs
of the surrounding community. Our biggest success over the years, our Mobile Pantry. Over the 11 years, we
have served between 1000 and 1500 families each year without any expectation of anything in return, except for
the joy and knowledge that we helped one of God’s own find hope. Next year, our goal is one pantry each
month. While other efforts may not have the reach of our mobile pantries, each one makes a difference to
those who are blessed by what we are able to offer, often working alongside others in the community, pooling
our resources to do what needs to be done.

As we rise out of this pandemic, I pray we can continue to be an active part of the surrounding community.
Pooling our resources, I know we can make a difference, both in the lives of those who call CHS their church
home, and those around us who are in search of truth and hope. That is why I am asking each of us to please
prayerfully consider making a pledge to help us do just this next year.
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Annual Pledge Drive begins
This month, we begin our annual pledge drive. While pledge cards will be available for those who are
able to attend public worship, we will again offer an electronic pledge card on our website at:
https://www.chsepiscopal.org/online-pedge-form. As always, we ask everyone to please return
their pledge cards by the end of the month, and where possible, to raise their current offerings by at
least 5% to help us meet our fiscal responsibilities. For most, this is an increase of $15-$20 per month.
Of course, we welcome larger gifts should you feel so moved.
If you do not currently pledge, or it has been a while
since you made such a commitment, we ask that you
prayerfully consider making a pledge to support our
shared mission and ministry. While all amounts are
welcomed, if you are not sure where to start, or feel
that what you might give would not be enough, please
know this, every gift given is invaluable, and together
we can make a difference in people’s lives doing much
more than we could ever imagine.

Mid-Week Bible Study
On Wednesdays at 10:30 am, Fr. Tom is offering a one-hour mid-week bible
study following our 9:30am service. Each week, we explore the readings for the
approaching Sunday. Handouts are made available at the Spirit Hub on Sundays
for those who may want to read the lessons in advance. We would love to have
you join us for both service and study if time allows.
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Youth Activities
Papio Fun Park
Last month, our Journeys youth enjoyed a night away from their small groups to
have a different kind of fun. Once again, Papio Fun Park opened for us, and we
had the place to ourselves. Several parents and youth took advantage of the nice
weather and played a round or two of mini golf, the youth bounced their way into
oblivion in the bouncy rooms and played games in the arcade, and we had a couple
of very vibrant rounds of lazar tag. When Fr. Tom ventured into the arena, for a
round of lazar tag, he became a primary target (sometimes for members of his own team). It was a great night
and we look forward to doing this again in the Springtime.

Vala’s
Last month, CHS, along with five other area Episcopal Churches, gathered at Vala’s for
an afternoon of fun and fellowship. It was really exciting to see some of our youth,
reconnect with youth from other parishes they had known through mission trips or
diocesan camp and to meet still others they did not know before this event. We could
not have asked for a nicer day and our campsite was easy to find, right next to the pig
races. From all reports, everyone had a great time, and of course, everyone enjoyed cooking hot dogs and
S’Mores over our roaring campfire. We are planning some additional area youth events later this year, and next
spring as well. For more information about these, please contact Fr. Tom.

Bellevue Berry and Pumpkin Farm
The campfire is reserved, and our annual gathering at the Bellevue
Berry Farm on Sunday (24 Oct) is just around the corner. We will
gather at the campfire at 6:00 pm, roast hot dogs beginning at 6:30
pm, and enjoy a Hayride through the Ranch of Terror. This event
is open to parish youth (10-18), their family, and their friends. The
cost for parish youth who pre-register through the office is $5.
For family and friends, the cost is $13. Price includes dinner at the
campfire, hayride, and S’Mores. Family and Friends can get a $1 off admission if a can good is brought and
donated at the entrance. For more information, or to register stop by the Spirit Hub. Registrations will close
following Journeys on Wednesday (20 Oct).

Trunk or Treat
It is that time of year again. Our previous Trunk-or-Treats have been fun and largely successful, so we are going
to do it again. This year we hope the weather is a little warmer and that with our later time, we will enjoy an even
larger number of neighborhood youth stopping by. We will offer a haystack photo booth, some outdoor yard
games, and of course (with your help) lots of candy. Once again, we ask
members of our parish to join in the fun, decorate their trunks, maybe even
wear their own costumes, and share a little good cheer with parish and
neighborhood youth. Our event is set for Sunday (31 Oct) between 4-6 pm.
See you there!
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Outreach
Pancake Breakfast for Magdalene Omaha
Last month’s pancake breakfast raised $473.00 in support of Magdalene House Omaha. While
this amount may seem small, when compared to the great needs of this ministry, our gift, when
added to the gifts of others, goes a long way towards helping women who have been trafficked
make a fresh start. For this reason, we will continue to support this ministry in whatever way we
can and are constantly looking for other ways in which we may do so. For more information
about Magdalene Omaha’s ministry, please contact Terri Storm or Deanne McCarrison.

Mobile Pantry
We had great weather for last month’s mobile pantry and wish to thank the volunteers
who made it possible. While the number of families we directly served was not as large
as previous pantries, all left over food items were taken to the Bellevue Food Pantry
where they will eventually be shared with those in need help with groceries. Our next pantry will be in November
on Saturday the 13th. This is always a well attended pantry as it comes right before the Thanksgiving holiday. If you
would like to know more about how you can help, please contact Margie Guy, or call the church office.

Laundry Basket supplies for Vets
With Veterans Day approaching in November, and in the spirit of patriotism and “paying it forward”, we will once
again support Moving Veterans Forward (MVF), an organization which helps homeless veterans in Sarpy County,
placed in housing by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, get settled by providing donated furniture,
furnishings and household items needed to make their new dwelling feel like home. In addition to household
items, MVF also provides Laundry Basket Starter Kits to homeless veterans. The baskets are filled with basic
cleaning supplies, paper products and toiletries to further ease their transition to housing.
CHS members are asked to donate items (see list of items needed below) or, if more convenient , make a financial
donation toward their purchase. Each basket and its contents costs roughly $20.00 (thanks to frugal buying at local
discount stores). A target goal of 25 baskets has been established for 2021. Our ingathering will begin on Sunday
(10 Oct) and run through Sunday (23 Oct) when items collected will be blessed at
the 10:00 church service before being forwarded for distribution. A donation of
any size is welcome. Please help us make a difference in the lives of our veterans.
Contents – a laundry basket, all-purpose spray cleaner, laundry detergent,
dishwashing liquid, toilet bowl cleaner, window cleaner, tub/tile cleaner, 2 pack of
sponges, paper towels, box of tissue, 3 in 1 body wash/shampoo/conditioner for
men or women and liquid hand soap.
For more information about MVP, please contact Nancy Baxter.

Unwanted 2022 Calendars
Tired of throwing away the many unwanted calendars we get this time of year? If so, instead of throwing them
away, please bring them to the church and drop them off at the Spirit Hub. We will gladly redistribute them during
our mobile pantries and when we put together next month’s Thanksgiving baskets.
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Parish Life
Pet Blessing
On Sunday, 3 Oct, beginning at 3:00 pm, we will hold our annual service for the blessing of
the animals. This family event gives thanks for the love
we know through our pets, who are just as much a part
of our family as anyone. Following a few short prayers
and readings, on the church lawn, Fr. Tom will bless
each pet as they are brought forward. We do ask that all pets be on a leash
or in a carrier for their safety. Afterwards, treats will be made available for
our special guests.

On Friday (8 Oct), we will hold our annual adults only night of
fun, food, and fellowship. As is our custom, we will enjoy five
rounds of great German food, enjoy three games of bingo, and two rounds of trivia with a wide assortment of
prizes for the winners. We will also sample some different German beers (some great non-alcoholic beverages will
also be available for sampling), and have a chance to win some fun door-prizes. If you have not done so already,
pick up your tickets this weekend (only $10/person) at the Spirit Hub, or save a seat by contacting the office by
Wednesday (6 Oct).

Parish Clean-up
With the beginning of October, comes our annual fall clean-up. This year, on Saturday, 16 Oct, beginning at
9:00 am, we will be focusing on outdoor projects that need to be completed to help prepare our facilities for
winter. For more information, please contact Dean Olander, Chris Darrell, or call the office.

Annual Council
Beginning Thursday evening (21 Oct), and running through Noon on Saturday (23 Oct), the
Diocese will meet in Lincoln for their 154th Annual Council. Please keep our Diocese and
Parish delegates in your prayers as they travel and gather, as a community, for the first time
since the onslaught of the pandemic. Delegates will be available during coffee hour on Sunday
(24 Oct) to answer questions and share their experiences at Council.

Prayer requests for All Saints Sunday
It has been a custom in our community, on All Saints Day, to remember those who
have left us to be home with the Lord. If you family or friends you wished
remembered in the prayers, please contact the church office by phone or email by
close of business on October 27th.
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Mission and Ministry
DOK Book Study:
Beginning Thursday (28 Oct) the DOK will host another book study via Zoom
starting at 7:00pm. The book they will be exploring is “Mysteries of the Messiah” by
Rabbi Jason Sobel. If you might be interested in joining them for their study,
contact Linda Simodynes at 402-739-1355. Some books will be available for
purchase next month through the CHS gift shop or may be purchased in advance
on Amazon. The plan is to discuss 4 chapters each month.

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Registration is now open for our 2022 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land (2-13 May) and our itinerary is now online
at https://lightlinena.com/pilgrimage/holy-connections-deepening-faith-a-pilgrimage-to-the-holy-land/.
Those who expressed early interest in the pilgrimage should have received an email with a special invite from
Lightline North America. If you are interested in going, and would like to know more about our journey,
please let Fr. Tom know. Open registration will continue until 12 Nov.
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EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock
For the better part of 73 years, I have been learning about faith, religion, and God’s love by
reading the daily entries in Forward Day by Day booklets. Episcopalians especially have learned
to depend on the thought provoking essays of the 86-year-old publication. In the current September /October
issue author Jerusalem Greer commented on verse 15 from Chapter 16 of Mark’s Gospel: “Go into the world
and proclaim the good news to the whole creation”
She questioned “What do healing and reconciliation sound like to the earth, the sky, the mountains, to my
chickens?” This quote brings to mind today’s numerous environmental problems that need our immediate
remedial attention. I reference a few of them:
•

Air pollution -from fires, chemical sprays, methane, power plants and refineries

•

Mountain top leveling in Appalachia – basting for coal

•

Warming oceans – Fill and coral kills

•

Habitat and Forest loss

•

Bird and insect species dying off

Author Greer offers this advice in her short message, “We must build authentic and loving relationships with
the land and its inhabitants, only then will we truly know the depth and breadth of what it means to proclaim
the good news to all of creation.”
Question #1: Should we, perhaps, apply her advice to our mission and efforts at CHS as we strive to grow our
church family?
Question #2: Are you aware that the Episcopal Church is an active member of the coalition trying to prevent
oil drilling inside the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge?
Chapter 25 of the book of Leviticus has something to say to the ancient Jews about land use. The footnote to
verse 23 reads: “The Lord had given the land to Israel through no merit of their own and hence it is not hers to
use for unrestrained personal gain.”
Any relevance to today’s land ethics?
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Vestry Meeting Minutes
16 Sep 21
Members present: Ken Gomeringer, Margie Guy, Leslie Nutting, Linda Blinston, Michele Hagen, Judy Darrell,
Fr. Tom Jones.
Fr. Tom opened the meeting with prayer at 6:30 pm.
Information/Updates
Fr Tom reviewed upcoming parish events and notified the Vestry that our search for a new organist is ongoing.
Our interim organist is improving weekly, and we are grateful for his continued presence. There is a possibility
he may become our new organist. Fr. Tom then notified the Vestry that the insurance company has
re-examined the estimate for our roof replacement and has increased the amount authorized. A check for
another $24, 250 is expected to arrive shortly. The only cost the parish will incur will be our deductible of
$2500 (provided nothing unforeseen is found in the process).
Discussion Items
Covid Trends: Fr. Tom handed out a sheet with the updated numbers for our local community. The graph
provided looks to show a slight decline over the last week. Should this trend continue, we will resume
normal operations in October.
Fr. Tom presented the second draft of our 2022 budget, taking into account the cuts discussed during las
month’s meeting. The current shortfall is $17,000. We are hoping for a better than last year pledge drive
(beginning in October) to close the gap. The Vestry was asked to pray about where any other cuts might
come from should the gap remain too large for our reserves to cover.
The return to two Sunday services was discussed. Some Vestry members heard positive feedback from a few
families, and negative feedback from many others. While the addition of the 8:00 am service was welcomed,
slipping of the 9:30 service to 10:00 am was frowned upon by most, as members had become accustomed
to the earlier service. Vestry members are encouraged to continue soliciting feedback to determine at the
end of our trial run, if the two-service model will remain in place.
Budget Planning sheets were handed out for Vestry members to share with the ministries with whom
they liaise.
Decision Items
Looking at the current and proposed budget, the Vestry discussed two areas of immediate
savings, our Cox
cable feed, and our recycling bin. Following this discussion, Motion 0916-01 was made by Margie and seconded by Judy to cancel our Cox cable subscription (provided there was no penalty incurred) and to no
longer contract for a recycle bin in the parking lot. Both are relatively unused by the parish with the recycle
bin collecting cardboard and trash mostly from the community. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Treasurer’s report
Blythe was not able to attend, so Fr. Tom offered the Treasurer’s report. Pledge income is at 94% and our total
income is at 93%. Noted was the shortage in non-pledged income. Non-pledged income is the income received
by those who typically don’t pledge but give regularly. There were no unexpected or out of cycle expenses.
With several families catching up on their annual pledge, and with expenses as planned, our year-to-date deficit
shrank by $5350.
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Reviewing the non-operating funds report, Fr. Tom noted a $6300 expense for the new roof cross and a $730
expense for a new chasuble (Both expenses offset completely by some generous parishioners) and a $47,000
deposit made out of the insurance check received to the roofing company. Also noted were some entries in the
reports needing update as the Endowment Fund income was not available at the time the reports were
generated. According to our Endowment Board’s report, this fund gained $7200 in August. Reports were
updated to reflect accordingly.
Motion 0916-02 was made by Ken and seconded by Leslie to accept the reports as amended. Motion passed by
unanimous vote. Motion 0916-03 was made by Judy and seconded by Linda to pay the bills. Motion passed by
unanimous vote.
At 7:40 pm, Motion 0916-04 was made by Judy and seconded by Margie to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed
by unanimous vote.

Financial Report as of August 31, 2021
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses
Balance

Actual
$ 20,670.00
$ 1,687.00
$ 22.357.00
$ 17,006.49

Budgeted
$ 15,057.08
$ 1,532.25
$ 16,589.33
$ 18,666.75
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$
$
$
$
$

YTD Actual
113,013.70
10,293.00
123,306.70
134,300.32
-10,993.62

YTD Budget
$ 120,456.67
$ 12,258.00
$ 132,714.67
$ 149,334.00

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Oct 8 - Octoberfest - 7pm
Oct 14 - Vestry Meeting - 6:30 pm
Oct 16 - Parish Clean up
Oct 21 to 23 - Annual Council - Lincoln
Oct 24 - Bellevue Berry farm 6pm
Oct 31 - Trunk or Treat - 4 pm to 6 pm

Lay Ministries Schedule
Ministries

October 3

October 10

October 17

October 24

October 31

VPOD

Leslie N

Linda B

Ken G

Blythe B

Cindy P

Hospitality Team 9:30 am
Greeters ,Ushers &
Coffee Hour Host

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 1

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 4

Jan S

Marcia A

Lynda W

Karen G

Jan S

Recycle Team
LEM Saturday 5:00 pm

Alberta Y

Charlotte A

Kristi S

Alberta Y

Charlotte A

LEM Sunday 8:00 am

Doug A

Rick S

Doug A

Terri S

Rick S

LEM Sunday 10:00 am

Terri S
Michele H

Vince C
Margie G

Jennifer W
Lori E

Michele H
Jan S

Terri S
Lex G

Crucifer

Acolytes

Torch
Torch

Isaiah H
Olivia H
Eric G

Anika S
Vincent C
Evelynn C

Please submit articles for the
October 2021 FLAME to the
church office by October 21st.
Thank you
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Alex G
Kyper M
Ailynn M

William R
Olivia H
Eric G

Emily W
Vincent C
Evelynn C

Regular Services:
Sunday:

8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II *
Wednesday: 9:30 am Holy Eucharist *
Saturday:
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist
* Broadcast live on Facebook

Education:
Sunday:
Wednesday:

Sunday School @ 11: am
(September-May)
Bible Study @ 10:30 am
Journeys 2 Adulthood @ 6:30 pm

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is October 21st.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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