The Flame
November 2021
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Pet Blessing
Last month’s Blessings of the Animals service
was filled with moments of excitement as each
pet brought their human partners forward to
be part of their blessing. This is always a great
time in the life of our parish, and thankfully
the weather cooperated, offering us a beautiful
afternoon for our worship. Thank you to all
who were able to be with us. Mark your
calendars on October 2, 2022, for next year’s
celebration of the love we share with our
furry, friendly, and blessed friends.

1

Fr. Tom’s Tidbits
As we wrap up our annual pledge drive, the Vestry and I are very grateful for the generosity of
our parish family. While we have made some great strides, I must share that there are still a
number of anticipated estimates of giving yet to be returned. On behalf of the Vestry, I ask,
and pray, that if you have not yet returned your estimate of giving card, that you please do so
as soon as possible. If you have misplaced you card, please visit our website
www.chsepiscopal.org and click on the Online Pledge Form button (in the upper right
corner) to complete your 2022 estimate of giving. If you are a regular pledging member, we
ask, that if possible, you increase your pledge by 5% (typically about $15-$20 per month). Please only increase
or give what is possible without over-committing yourself. We understand that not everyone is able to increase
their estimate of giving, or able to make a commitment. If your offering is to remain the same, or if you are
unable to make a commitment in the coming year, please fill out an online form and let us know.
On a lighter note, I am excited about entering our 14th year of shared ministry. It is hard to believe 13 years
have come and gone so quickly. We have enjoyed some wonderful times together, and we have shared in one
another’s grief. Our time together has been a blessing to both me, and my family. What do the next few years
have in store for us? I don’t know exactly, but for sure we will work together to bring both a sense of normalcy
back to the worshipping and gathering life of our parish community and to reach out to the local community
inviting them to come and see what it is we so joyfully share.
While this pandemic has created a lot of uncertainty in our lives, the one constant we have, in the midst of such
chaos, is God’s love for us; love that was made known first in and through Jesus Christ, and now shared
through each one of us. Grounded in God’s love, I am confident that what lays ahead for our community will
continue to be a blessing to all who walk through our doors, and for all those we serve as witnesses to the love
we know.
Something else I am excited about in the coming year, is our pilgrimage to the Holy Land - May 2-13, 2022.
This opportunity to make Holy Connections and to Deepen our Faith, journeying alongside several from our
own parish family, will be nothing less than a life changing event for those who go. We still have a few slots
open if you have not yet already registered. Paper copies of our itinerary and registration forms can be found at
the Spirit Hub. Online, they can be found at https://lightlinena.com/pilgrimage/holy-connections-deepeningfaith-a-pilgrimage-to-the-holy-land/. Registration and first deposits must be received by Friday, November 12th.
If you have any questions about this trip, please visit with me and I will do my best to answer them. I look
forward to continuing our journey together, both in the Holy Land and in the years to come.

All Saints Prayer list
If you wish the names of loved ones who have left us too
soon, to be included in the prayers of the People on All
Saints Day (to be celebrated on Sunday, 7 Nov) then please
leave their name in the book at the
Spirit Hub. You may also email or
call the office to provide the names
you wish added. All names must be
received by Wednesday (3 Nov).
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Don’t forget!
Turn your clocks
back on the evening
of Saturday, Nov. 6.
Get an extra hour
of sleep and join us
bright eyed on Sunday.

Annual Pledge Drive
As our annual pledge drive draws to a close, I am pleased to report
our overall response has been good. However, we are still short of
our goal and will therefore, throughout the month of November,
continue to reach out to families we have not heard back from. If
you have not yet returned your 2022 pledge card, please visit our
website at https://www.chsepiscopal.org and click on the online
pledge form button in the upper right-hand corner. Thank you.

Roof Replacement
Our roof replacement is
complete, and we give thanks
for Church Insurance who
covered the cost - with the
exception of our deductible.
We commend the roofing
company Thompson & Thompson 3rd Generation out of Plattsmouth the excellent and rapid work they did.
Prayerfully, we will have no more problems with leaks or missing shingles for many years to come.

Parish Clean-up
Special thanks to Dean Olander and Chris Darrell as well as the team of
volunteers who helped them spruce up the place and prepare our building for
the winter season. It is always a blessing when members of the parish gather
to work together. There is always something that needs attention; so, if you
ever have a little time and want to know if there is anything you can do
around our house, please contact Dean Olander or Chris Darrell.
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Parish Life

With the decline in covid infections, and increased vaccination, we once
again held our annual Oktoberfest event. While we intentionally reduced
the number of available seats to accommodate some social distancing,
the turnout was great. We had yet another sold out event. Special thanks
to Marcia Adams, Lori Stevens, and Jan Sinram for the early work of
preparing the food, Sharon Jones for organizing prizes and helping in the kitchen
throughout the event, Lynda and Alan Wyant for the wonderful decorations, and of
course our superb pouring crew who ensured everyone got to sample the beverages of
their choice. Watch the announcements for about our annual Valentine’s Extravaganza
coming next February.

Thanksgiving Eve Pie Fest
It is that time again! Join us on Thanksgiving Eve for our annual service of thanksgiving,
the greening of the church (following the service) and our great pie fest. Once we have
hung the greenery, we will all gather in the parish hall to enjoy pies that our members
bring to share. If you are unable to bring a pie, join us anyway as there is always plenty
and the variety is amazing. Don’t bake? No problem. Store bought pies taste good too.
See you there.
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Holiday Craft and Bake Sale
Mark your calendars!! On December 4th, our Holiday Craft and Bake Sale will
return to CHS between 9:00 to 3:00; so, bake your goodies and join the fun! If
you have Christmas items for the popular Christmas Flea Market you can
drop them off at the church and put in the library starting Nov 28th. You (or
maybe someone you know?) are invited to contact Karen Gray or the church
office to reserve a booth to sell your crafts in the Craft Sale. Stop by the Spirit
Hub to sign up if you can volunteer Friday to help with set up, or Saturday for a
shift in the bake sale or Christmas Flea Market.

Parish Outreach
Laundry Basket supplies for Vets
Our annual in-gathering of supplies and funding to provide starter laundry baskets to previously
homeless veterans being settled in home by the Moving Veterans Forward organization. Our goal
is to compete our collections by the first Sunday in November (7 Nov) so that items and
offerings may be blessed and forwarded in time for Veteran’s Day. Items we are collecting
include: laundry baskets, all-purpose spray cleaner, laundry detergent, dishwashing liquid, toilet
bowl cleaner, window cleaner, tub/tile cleaner, and 2 packs Mr Clean of sponges. Our goal again
this year is to provide a total of 25 complete baskets. Please help us help our veterans. For more
information, please contact Nancy Baxter.

Mobile Pantry
Our next Mobile Pantry is scheduled for Saturday (13 Nov). This is typically a well
attended pantry as it is provided just before Thanksgiving. Volunteers for what
should be a drive through event are needed and asked to arrive by 9:30am using
the Thomas Dr parking lot entrance. To volunteer, please contact Margie Guy.
Watch Facebook for our event and please share it to help us spread the word.

Unwanted 2022 Calendars
Ever wonder what to do with all those new year calendars you get in the mail that you don’t really
need? If so, why not drop them off at the Spirit Hub. We will pass them out during our mobile
pantry events while supplies last.
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Thanksgiving Boxes
During the holiday season Bellevue Food Pantry strives to provide a holiday food box to families who would
otherwise go without. We can help give a family hope this Thanksgiving. Simply fill a box with non-perishable
items to make a Thanksgiving dinner with all the trimmings!
Church of the Holy Spirit has partnered with the Bellevue Food Pantry to donate 25 food boxes for families this
Thanksgiving. Below is a list of the items that we would like to have donated for each of the food boxes.
Each box will contain:
1 Disposable Roasting Pan
1 Turkey Baking Bag
2 Cans of Corn
2 Cans of Green Beans
2 Boxes Instant Mashed Potatoes
2 Packages of Turkey or Chicken Gravy
2 Boxes Biscuit or Corn Bread Mix (“just add milk or water” varieties)
2 Cans of Fruit or Applesauce
2 Boxes of Stuffing
2 Boxes Macaroni & Cheese (Deluxe cheese sauce preferred)
1 Can Cranberry Sauce
1 Boxed Dessert mix (Shelf stable: cookie mix, pumpkin bread mix, bars, etc.)
Gift Card for $15 to purchase turkey or ham (Walmart or Baker’s Preferred)
Totals needed for each item (For individuals that may want to donate total quantities.) We are not doing bread,
pies, or physical turkeys/hams this year due to how the items are donated.
25 Disposable Roasting Pans
25 Turkey Baking Bags
50 Cans of Corn
50 Cans of Green Beans
50 Boxes of Instant mashed Potatoes
50 Packages of Turkey or Chicken Gravy mix
25 Boxes Biscuit Mix (Just add milk or water variety)
75 Cans of fruit/applesauce
50 Boxes of Stuffing
50 Boxes of Macaroni & Cheese (Deluxe cheese sauce preferred)
25 Cans Cranberry Sauce
25 Boxed Dessert Mixed (Shelf Stable: cookie mix, pumpkin bread mix, bars, etc.)
25 $15 Gift Cards to Walmart or Bakers (Cash donation of $375)
All items will need to be brought to CHS by November 10th and we will pack the boxes on November 15th with
delivery to the Food Pantry on November 16th.
Please contact Margie Guy via text or telephone 402-301-5239 to donate items or email directly at
MargieGuy50@gmail.com. Please put Thanksgiving Food Boxes in the Subject Line, also please include your
name, phone number, email address for follow up.
Thank you to everyone for your generosity and supporting Church of the Holy Spirit Outreach Programs.
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Bellevue Together’s Hands of Hope
Church of the Holy Spirit is once again taking part in Bellevue Together’s
Hands of Hope Holiday Giving for 2021. We should have tags available for
people to select from November 20th or 21st in three categories; Clothes,
Toys, or Gift Cards. Each tag represents one of two Tags/gifts each child
will receive. Each child receives One Clothing Outfit and One Fun/Toy
item, total $25 for each tag. Tags will be due back to Margie Guy or CHS
by December 5th.
If you would like a specific type of tag or age range, you would like to shop for, please
contact Margie Guy via text or telephone at 402-301- 5209 or email her directly at
MargieGuy50@gmail.com. Please make sure to put Holiday Giving in the Subject Line
and include your name, phone number, email address as well as the details of the tag or
tags you would like to receive.

Mission and Ministry
Advent Workshop
Advent starts November 28th!
Christian Education is putting together a short workshop for everyone. We will have a couple
of crafts for people of all ages and even new Advent candles. The best part is you can
participate while you drink your coffee after the 10:00 service.

Mid-Week Bible Study
On Wednesdays at 10:30 am, Fr. Tom is offering a one-hour mid-week bible study
following our 9:30am service. Each week, we explore the readings for the approaching
Sunday. Handouts are made available at the Spirit Hub on Sundays for those who may
want to read the lessons in advance. We would love to have you join us for both service
and study if time allows.

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Registration is now open for our 2022 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land (2-13 May) and our itinerary is now online at
https://lightlinena.com/pilgrimage/holy-connections-deepening-faith-a-pilgrimage-to-the-holy-land/. Those
who expressed early interest in the pilgrimage should have received an email with a special invite from Lightline
North America. If you are interested in going, and would like to know more about our journey, please let Fr.
Tom know. Open registration will continue until 12 Nov.
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EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock
The following paragraph is a quote from the book Mysteries of the Messiah by Rabbi Jason
Sobel. The author used these ideas as one of four actions by mankind that account for our fall from God’s grace.
Physical Exile he points out has had dire consequences.( page 29) I see an application of Sobel’s references to the
world’s environmental problems.
“Adam and Eve were banished from Eden. Humanity became physically distant and disconnected from the
creation they were supposed to rule over and steward. Creation was cursed, and the material world began to
fluctuate between order and disorder, resulting in natural disasters and physical diseases. The ground was cursed,
and humanity needed to work to earn their bread by “the sweat of [their] brow” (Gen. 3:19). Our disobedience
affected every aspect of creation and caused misalignment in the material world”

Office Closed
The office will be closed on Thursday (11 Nov)
in observance of Veteran’s Day and again on
Thursday and Friday (25-26 Nov) in observance
of Thanksgiving. In the event of a pastoral
emergency, Fr. Tom can be reached by phone,
text, or email.

St Andrew’s Arts & Crafts Faire
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
925 South 84th Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68114

A wide variety of arts & crafts
St. A’s Bake Sale will be offering
baked goods and beverages for
your refreshment.

Saturday, November 6th
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Admission: $3 at the door

Proceeds to benefit St. Andrews’s Episcopal Church Women (ECW) programs, ECW outreach, and
Magdalene House Omaha

Financial Report as of September 30, 2021
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses
Balance

Actual
$ 11,275.00
$
635.00
$ 11,910.00
$ 18,880.94

Budgeted
$ 15,057.08
$ 1,532.25
$ 16,589.33
$ 18,666.75
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$
$
$
$
$

YTD Actual
124,288.70
10,928.00
135,216.70
153,181.26
-17,964.56

YTD Budget
$ 135,513.00
$ 13,790.25
$ 149,304.00
$ 168,000.75

Vestry Meeting Minutes
October 14, 2021

Vestry Members present: Father Tom Jones, Ken Gomeringer, Cindy Pekarek, Linda Blinston, Michele Hagen,
Blythe Becker. Also present Carol McLaughlin, recorder.
The meeting was opened at 6:30 pm with prayer.
Fr. Tom introduced Brody who is proposing an Eagle Scout project. He wants to do a makeover of the Flagpole
area in front of the church. This would include clean-up of the flower area and removal of dead and overgrown
vegetation and flowers in order to better show off the existing plaque. He will also add brick landscape accents
and replace the ropes and repair a decorative ball on the flag poles. There are enough funds to cover this without
additional fund raising. He plans to do the work on October 30th. Motion 10-14-01: Linda moved to accept the
Eagle Scout project he proposed. Blythe seconded. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

INFORMATION / UPDATES:
Fr. Tom went over the upcoming calendar events for the next month.
Roof replacement: This is almost complete. Still need to add flashing. Invoice will go to insurance company once
job is fully completed. Will run about $3,000 more than anticipated, which hopefully will be covered by insurance
under the initial claim.
New organist search: No responses to our ad. However, our temporary organist Ahchen is coming along well and
improving each week, and with more experience may be able to be signed on as our organist.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Covid19 Trends: Fr. Tom handed out the latest chart showing l8.6 cases per 100,000 in Cass, Douglas and Sarpy
counties. This is a big improvement and if the numbers stay down he asked if we should consider reopening our
coffee hour to buffet style. Vestry agreed with this.
Pledge Drive Status: We have received 17 pledges, including one new generous pledge.
2021 Budget Review – Draft #3: Changes to the budget shown in red on this report were discussed. Some
individual budget items were also discussed. With expenses deducted we will likely be at about $13,000 in the
hole which will require use of reserve funding to balance the budget.
Feedback on the return to two-service Sundays: Comments have been mixed, although there have been several
members who have stated their preference for a 9:30 service instead of 10:00. We will continue to monitor this
with a decision about Sunday worship times following Thanksgiving.
There will be a Vestry Christmas dinner at Fr. Tom and Sharon's home on Friday, December 3.
DECISION ITEMS:
There was a neighbor complaint about the overgrowth by the dumpsters at the back. Dean has found someone
who will clean up this area for $700 and also trim dead branches on the large tree or $500. This person has also
given a quote for (1) trimming the pine trees around the driveway $700, and (2) for complete removal of these
pine trees $2,200. There is money in the building fund to cover this. Vestry discussed the pine tree trimming vs.
removal and concurred that removal was the best option.
Fr. Tom spoke with our insurance company who recommended we increase our cyber liability protection
amount. We currently have a $250,000 limit. Going up to $1,000,000 would cost about $700 more per year. After
discussion it was decided that our current limits will be sufficient for the time being.
Treasurer's Report: Blythe Becker presented.
Operational Income and Expense: Contribution income was at 91%. Total other income is 67%. Total operating
income also 90%. She went over some of the budget expenses.
Changes in Equity: Expenses explained.
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Balance Sheet: Cash assets are $265,075. Net cash assets $259,221. Total available assets including the
Endowment Fund are $724,813. Due to market fluctuations, the Endowment fund was down $11,427.
Motion M10-14-02: Michele moved that we accept the reports as presented. Cindy seconded. Approved.
Motion M10-14-03: Blythe moved that we pay bills. Michele seconded. Approved.
FUND EXPENSES:
Date

Fund

Purpose

Expense

8/3/21

Altar Guild

Communion Trays

61.99

8/3/21

Funeral Fund

Luncheon

8/17/21

Building Fund

Roof Cross

8/23/21

Journeys

Supplies

8/23/21

Vicar of Mission

Mileage / Gas

8/30/21

Roofing Fund

New roof deposit

8/30/21

Altar Guild

New Chasuble

671.00

9/1/21

Rector Discretionary

Financial Secretary

186.00

9/14/21

Scholarship

Scholarship

9/27/21

Rector Discretionary

Neighborhood Assist

37.57

9/27/21

Oktoberfest

Event Supplies

55.19

9/27/21

Altar Guild

Altar Book

9/27/21

Rector Discretionary

Event Scholarship

30.00

9/27/21

Rector Discretionary

Event Scholarship

40.00

9/27/21

Rector Discretionary

Event Scholarship

40.00

9/27/21

Rector Discretionary

Event Scholarship

31.60

10/5/21

Oktoberfest

Prizes

20.00

10/5/21

Outreach Misc

Magdalene House

10/5/21

Oktoberfest

Prizes

10/5/21

Rector Discretionary

Financial Secretary

10/8/21

Oktoberfest

Decorations

10/9/21

Oktoberfest

Food and Prizes

456.32

10/11/21

Roofing Fund

New roof deposit

54,191.69

376.32
6,223.00
125.42
62.35
47,000.00

1,000.00

257.36

473.00
20.00
155.00
59.90

Additional discussion:
Fr. Tom asked the roofing company if they would be able to remove the old cross of the roof to prepare for
installation of the new one. However, when they looked at it, they found that the base of the cross is integrated
into the actual roof. In order to remove it, it would have to be cut at the roof line. The roofing company
declined to remove it, as it weighs about 400 lbs and will require a crane to assist in getting it down from the
roof safely. The families who are funding the new cross are looking into options for removal of the old cross.
Status of search for new vestry members was discussed, as well as who is interested in serving a junior warden
next year. Terri and Linda will be coming off the vestry after this year.
Ken moved that the meeting be adjourned. Michele seconded. Approved. Adjourned at 7:40 pm.
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UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Nov. 07 - All Saints Day & Fall Back
Nov. 11- Office closed to observe Veterans Day
Nov. 13 - Mobile Food Pantry 10 am
Nov. 18 - Vestry Meeting 6:30 pm
Nov. 19 - Polishing Brass & Fluffing Greens 10 am
Nov. 21 - Advent Workshop 11 am
Nov 24 - Service of Thanks and Pie Feist
Nov 25 & 26 - Office Closed
Nov 28 - No Sunday School

Lay Ministries Schedule
Ministries

Nov. 7

Nov. 14

Nov. 21

Nov. 28

VPOD

Margi G

Terri S

Judy D

Michele H

Hospitality Team 9:30 am
Greeters ,Ushers &
Coffee Hour Host

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 1

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Recycle Team

Marcia A

Lynda W

Karen G

Jan S

LEM Saturday 5:00 pm

Kristi S

Alberta Y

Charlotte A

Kristi S

LEM Sunday 8:00 am

Terri S

Doug A

Rick S

Doug A

LEM Sunday 10:00 am

Ken G
Annika S

Jennifer W
Terri S

Lori E
Jan S

Alex G
Vincent C
Evelynn C

Emily W
Kyper M
Ailynn M

Crucifer

Acolytes

Torch
Torch

Isaiah H
Kyper M
Ailynn M

Please submit articles for the
October 2021 FLAME to the
church office by November 18th.
Thank you
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Jan S
Vince C

Anika S
Olivia H
Eric G

Regular Services:
Sunday:

8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II *
Wednesday: 9:30 am Holy Eucharist *
Saturday:
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist
* Broadcast live on Facebook

Education:
Sunday:
Wednesday:

Sunday School @ 11: am
(September-May)
Bible Study @ 10:30 am
Journeys 2 Adulthood @ 6:30 pm

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is November 18th.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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