The Flame
June 2021
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Last month’s visit by Bishop Barker was a real celebration. For the
first time in over a year we enjoyed the distribution of communion
using bread and wine and after service fellowship. While not
exactly as we did pre-pandemic, both were a blessing that many
enjoyed. Fellowship cups
were available as well for those who were not yet ready
to come forward to receive communion or who wanted to
see how it would be done before doing so themselves.
During our outdoor fellowship hour, we enjoyed coffee
and snacks and time with the Bishop and Canon Liz.
When asked, the bishop envisioned indoor coffee hours
would likely resume sooner than later.

Pentecost

Our annual Pentecost celebration, while tempered due to existing DioNeb pandemic
guidelines, was still a joyous event. Thank you to everyone who wore something red.
We also want to say thank you to Deacon Intern Roy Phillips for his excellent sermon

1

Fr. Tom’s Tidbits
As I sit down to write this week’s Tidbits, I find myself amazed at how rapidly the
world changes. One day the door slams shut, another it is thrown wide open.
Whenever anything happens with such magnitude, I find myself wondering
where is the in between. Why was something bad one day, and not bad the
next? The answer I get when I ask this, is often… well, things have just changed.
When someone says this, I sometimes wonder, have they really; or has only our perception of
what is right and wrong been what has changed?
I recently read a news article about the assault on our first amendment rights. The author pointed
out several cases, both in society and in law, where they believed the rights we once enjoyed
have appeared to become diminished over time. In what appeared to be a fair discussion, the
author pointed out that freedom of speech does not mean we can say whatever we want. The old
phrase, “sticks and stones may break my bones, but names will never hurt me”, is not really true;
words can hurt, and they can be used to oppress and disrespect those with whom one chooses.
They go on to say, but neither does it mean we can be prohibited from saying something, just
because someone disagrees with us. In similar articles, authors point out that respect of one
another should guide the language we use; and instead of trying to silence someone with whom
we disagree, we should enter into conversation, listen to one another, because often somewhere
in between this point and that, the open versus closed door, is the common truth one needs to
hear and know.
With all the debate surrounding our first amendment rights, as it pertains to speech and religion, I
thought I would share with you what the first amendment says: “Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the government for a redress of grievances.” According to Cornell Law School, the first
amendment was written to ensure that government could not wield its power to silence those
unhappy with it. Over the years, the Supreme Court has extended this limitation to state and local
governments as well, holding that it is a basic American right to assemble peaceably and express
oneself openly. From what I have been able to discern, it does not mean we can do or say as we
please. To incite violence, to seek to oppress another, or to try and limit another’s right to
expression is problematic, and there can be consequences when we do.
What I believe it comes down to, is summed up in the 5 th promise we make as part of our
Baptismal Covenant, that we will: “strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the
dignity of every human being.” If only we could... Thankfully, we do not have to do so on our own;
we can and do seek God’s help in living the life we are called to live. As we come out of this
pandemic, there will be some who are not ready for, or who are unwilling to accept the changes
coming, and some for whom the changes do not come fast enough, or change enough. I
challenge each of us to remember, that in community, it is not about this way or that, but what is
right; and not right for just the one, or for those who wield power and authority, but right for all.
How do we know what is right? Our presiding bishop reminds us frequently of how Jesus told us
we would know, when he says, if it is not about love, it is not about God. We are the people of
God, and if we are to do what is right, it must be done out of our love for one another.
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Deacon’s Corner
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt,
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is
sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life. Amen.
Book of Common Prayer (pg 833)
This prayer, attributed to St. Francis of Assisi, is one of many found in the Book of Common
Prayer, and is one that I seem to turn to time and time again. Before I found this in our current
prayer book, my only knowledge of St. Francis was that he was known for his concern for the
environment and his love of animals, as well as being behind our annual Blessing of the Animals
service. Since then, among other things, I’ve learned that he was the founder of the Franciscan
Order in the early 13th Century. It’s amazing what you can learn when you take the time to read,
something that I’ve always enjoyed.
Granted, during my four years of Education for Ministry (EfM), followed by the two years of classes
at Bishop Kemper School for Ministry I’ve had the opportunity to do quite a bit of reading. Most of
the books have been enjoyable, some have been bearable and a few have been a struggle. But
the bottom line is that even with the ones that I had a hard time finishing, I’ve learned something
new. Not only about theology, religion or history, but something that has helped me expand my
thoughts on how to not only live my life but how to look at the outside world from a different
perspective. Someone once told me that if you learn something new every day of your life, no
matter how small, that it’s been a productive day. Reading will help you along that path of
self-enrichment.
One of the prayer books that I enjoy delving into on occasion is the New Zealand Prayer Book, an
Anglican Prayer book completed in the late 1980’s. Different services from this particular prayer
book have been used at All Saints during the Pandemic, when we were only performing virtually,
and prayers from it were used during our EfM Classes. I’d like to close with their version of the
Lord’s Prayer:
Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and for ever. Amen.
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Roy Phillips

Reopening News
Wearing of Masks
According to new diocesan guidelines, guests and members of a parish who are
fully vaccinated no longer are required to wear masks indoors unless in crowded
situations, provided local community mask mandates do not require the wearing of
a mask. However, “those who are not fully vaccinated should wear a mask
when moving around the building, or when social distancing is not possible. Please bring a
mask to church with you as there will be times when the wearing of the mask, although not
mandated, is highly recommended for community safety (see changes in worship and coffee hour).
If you forget your mask, don’t worry, we will have disposable masks available.
Changes in worship

With the recent changes in diocesan protocols for worship, worshipping life here at
CHS will be slowly returning to more familiar practices. Beginning in June, provided
the city, county, nor state issue any further restrictions that would otherwise limit
the freedoms given to us by the diocese, we will no longer assign seating, as
masks and social distancing will no longer be required by those who are fully
vaccinated. For the time being, we will still ask everyone to please sit only in pews that are not
reserved for the Holy Spirit. If you, or someone in your family is wearing a mask, please ensure at
least 3 feet of separation exists between you and non-family members. Should the covid numbers
remain low (they are currently lower than they were over one year ago), we hope to open all pews
for public worship beginning in July.
In his communique, the bishop is allowing each parish to make their own decisions with regards to
the distribution of communion, with exception to the use of the common cup. The bishop stated that,
the “use of the common cup during communion remains suspended”. until at least mid-August,
when after his sabbatical, the bishop will revisit this practice. Therefore, we will continue distribution
by station. Those wishing to receive will be asked to come down the center aisle to the opening in
the altar rail. There one can receive either bread, wafer, or a self-contained fellowship cup. People
will then move to the corner of the chancel where they may receive the sacrament of wine, picking
up a cup from a communion tray. After receiving the sacrament, you may drop your cup into one of
the baskets provided. If you have chosen to receive a self-contained fellowship cup (which contains
both wafer and juice), we do ask that you take it back to your pew for consumption and dispose of the cup as you exit the sanctuary.
Congregational singing will also once again be heard in our midst. However, the bishop
has strongly recommended that those singing should wear masks. After consultation
with Ali Clark, the Vestry has elected to continue with our current practice, of limiting those
who sing, until July. At that time, should covid numbers remain low, hymnals will return to
the pews and we will reintroduce hymns and then service music to our worship, prayerfully
without the need for masks. After Labor Day, when the choir returns from their summer break, it is
our hope to return to pre-pandemic praise through music.
Weeknight Services
Beginning in June, Fr. Tom will suspend our online Monday Evening Prayer and Friday Compline
services until September. During the summer, Fr. Tom will continue to offer online Compline,
Wednesday evenings, at 8:00pm.
Tuesday/Thursday Morning Prayer
Beginning in June, Fr. Tom will suspend our online services of Morning Prayer offered Tuesday and
Thursday mornings. We will likely resume these services in September after Labor Day.
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Coffee Hour Resumes

Beginning in June, Coffee hour will return following the service. To start, we will not
be serving food or drinks buffet style (out on the counter). We are asking teams to
serve (from the kitchen window) any snacks and drinks being offered. With the new
diocesan guidelines, snacks no longer need to be pre-packaged, but should be
individually wrapped or covered. Those serving should wear masks and gloves (even if fully
vaccinated), and we ask members to please wear a mask when approaching the serving area.
While this may seem to be overly cautious, the Vestry acknowledges that not wearing a mask near
food others might handle is a safety concern for some and has elected to ask everyone’s
cooperation for the month of June.
Tables will be arranged to allow for some social distancing. Each table will have six chairs and we
ask that members do not gather more chairs around a table than have been provided to prevent
over-crowding. Once seated, masks if worn may be removed. Provided there is no resurgence of
virus, your Vestry hopes to relax current practices in July and prayerfully return to a more normal
offering in August.

Parish Outreach
Water bottle ingathering for YES
Last month’s ingathering was extremely successful. The generosity of those
in our parish provided Youth Emergency Services with a donation of more than 20 cases of bottled
water. Thank you to all who donated either cases of water or funding to meet this local community
need.

Mobile Pantry
Our May pantry was another overwhelming success. Last
month we partnered, for the first time, with the Bellevue
Food Pantry and The Eastern Nebraska Community Action
Partnership (ENCAP) enabling us to not only distribute food,
but laundry and cleaning supplies as well. Special thanks to
Margie Guy who
has taken the lead in this wonderful parish ministry and
has so successfully connected us with potentially ongoing
community partners.

Magdalene House
Magdalene House Omaha, a program sponsored by the Diocese that serves victims of trafficking
and abuse, will join the many community groups who currently meet here at CHS to live into their
various ministries. We will be converting the library into a room suitable for individual
counseling and eventually upgrade the conference room to accommodate shared
programs with the parent house. As volunteer opportunities arise in support of this
ministry, we will share them via the Weekly Spark and The Flame. For more
information about the developing partnership between CHS and Magdalene House,
please contact Terri Storm or Fr. Tom.
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Youth Activities
Escape Room
Our Journeys youth (and a few upcoming members) enjoyed an end of year
celebration like no other they have had before. On the Wednesday before
their Crossings service, they headed off to The House of Conundrum to take
on the challenge of the Sherlock Holms Escape Room.
Adults and youth together had to figure out the clues
Professor Moriarty left behind in a warehouse on the river
Thames. They had one hour to solve the mystery, and
exit the warehouse before, what was expected to be an
explosive finale. How did they do? Well, they all made it
out alive to return and join us again in the fall.

Crossings
Each year, as Journeys comes to a
close, we set aside time to acknowledge
the journey our youth have been on, to
offer prayers of thanksgiving and to seek
God’s continued blessings on the
challenges and joys that still lay ahead.
This year, we were blessed with the return of three of our Journeys graduates from last year, Kelsey
Blinston, Silas Chisam, and Molly Storm who joined Darius
Hagen for the graduate prayers and blessings. Special
thanks to Marcia Adams who has organized our meals this
past program year, Pam Chisam and Lori Stevens who
were often seen in the kitchen helping, and Michele Hagen,
Pam Chisam, and Lori Stevens for their work as group
mentors. We also want to thank all the parents who believe
in our program and have helped youth to be here on time
and throughout the year. May God bless our youth and their
mentors.

Recognition Sunday
Last month, we took time to recognize the accomplishments
of our youth and to give thanks for the mentors who work
with them. We celebrated parish youth who are making the
transition from Sunday school to Journeys, from Elementary
School to Junior High, from Junior High to High School, and
from High School to College. We also
congratulated several young adults who have earned their Bachelors, and
Masters, Degrees; and we acknowledged the completion of the academic
preparation of our Deacon intern. The last presentation was to the recipient
of our 2021 CHS college scholarship, Darius Hagen. We are proud of all our
youth and give thanks to all the people who help support them along their
way. A special thank you was also given for the hard work and dedication of
Leslie Nutting and Sharon Jones, both of whom were instrumental in helping
maintain worship throughout the pandemic.
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Living Water
What: Vacation Bible School
When: Wednesday, June 30 thru Friday, July 2. 6pm to 8pm
Where: Church of the Holy Spirit, Bellevue
Who: Children ages 5 to 11
This year we are planning a 3-day session. It will be mainly outside,
with some socially distanced indoor activities.
Contact Cindy Pekarek ( 402-235-3691) or web site
www.chsepiscopal.org/vacation-bible-school

Camp Canterbury
Last month the diocese announced plans to move forward this
year with youth summer camp for youth entering 4th grade
through 2021 high school graduates. Dates for this year’s camp
are July 19-23 and camp will again be held at Camp Calvin
Crest in Fremont, NE. To register, parents are asked to visit the diocesan website at https://
campcanterbury.episcopal-ne.org. Once registration opens, slots generally fill very quickly. Please
watch the calendar carefully and register as soon as registration opens if you have youth who
wish to attend.
The expected cost for this year’s camp experience is $250 per youth. A $125 scholarship is
available to parish youth who wish to attend. Additional scholarship funding may be available
should the need arise.

DOK
Summer Zoom Book Study
Anyone and Everyone is invited to join Holy Spirit’s Daughters of the King® chapter
as they study the book Love Is the Way—Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times
by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry.

Our weekly book study will meet on Tuesday nights starting on June 15th and will
run 12 weeks through the end of August. The Zoom meeting will start at 7 pm.
Don’t worry if you can’t make all of the meetings. Don’t worry if you haven’t done
Zoom before. Ask Sharon Jones or others who will help walk you through it. To join
the Zoom study, you may use either the meeting id and passcode (meeting ID: 892
4038 8940, passcode: 244585) or the following Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89240388940?pwd=OEpQTXloUkF3TGkwUGRWYm9lTVQrdz09.
The CHS gift shop will stock the book if you don’t already have it. Contact Judy Darrell and she
can reserve a copy for you.
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EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock

Lift High the Cross
By the time you read these words we may be displaying a permanent new cross atop
our church building. The 10 foot tall aluminum cross was ordered last December. Due to the Covid
pandemic, the fabrication and delivery have been some what delayed. Delivery was now projected
for May 31st.
The cross as our symbol of Jesus’s sacrifice for the salvation of the world should always shine from
every Christian church and in every Christian home. Our brightly lit cross is a beautiful sight at
night. The donors and the vestry are grateful that we have been able to bring “the light of Christ”
prominently to the Victoria - Thomas Drive neighborhood. May it signify for many years to come to
us and our neighbors that we are a welcoming congregation working to bring God’s love into the
community.
“Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes:
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies”
Hymn 662, Abide with Me

Mission and Pilgrimage
Youth Mission

Registration is open for this year’s youth mission trip (June 19-25).
CHS youth meet at All Saints at 2:00pm on Saturday, June 19 th and will then head out to Kearney to
begin their mission with worship at St. Luke’s on Sunday morning. Youth will work in teams to offer
service and fellowship to some of our smaller diocesan parishes. Among the projects they will
undertake, are cleaning, painting, minor repairs, and yard work. Teams will also take time to worship
in the local community along with some site seeing to learn more about our state history and to
experience the serenity of nature. Of course, having fun will also be high on the list of things to do.
The cost for this year’s trip is $250 per youth (12-18 years of age). A $125 scholarship is available to
all CHS youth. Additional scholarship funding may be available should the need arise. For more
information about this trip, please contact Fr. Tom. Youth must register by Monday, June 14 th.

Holy Land Pilgrimage and Study
We have seen growing interest in the 2022 Holy Land Pilgrimage planned for May 2 nd-13th. This
summer, Fr. Tom will offer a 6-session study using a Kathy Lee Gifford presentation titled “Come to
the Land where it all began”. Along with Rabbi Jason, Kathy Lee shares historical and inspirational
aspects of some of the places she visited in the Holy Land. Watch the Weekly Spark for starting date
and times. This study will be offered both in-person and via Zoom.
To view itineraries and costs, for pilgrimages similar to the one we
will be taking, visit the Lightline North America’s website at https://
lightlinena.com.
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Vestry Meeting Minutes
May 13, 2021
Vestry Members present: Father Tom Jones, Terri Storm, Margie Guy, Ken Gomeringer, Leslie
Nutting, Blythe Becker, Cindy Pekarek, Linda Blinston. Also present Carol McLaughlin, recorder.
The meeting was opened at 6:30 pm with prayer.
INFORMATION / UPDATES:
Fr. Tom listed the upcoming calendar events for the next month.
Phone System Replacement: Leslie has been working on this. She is in touch with current carrier
to look into possibly just upgrading our existing system.
Sidewalk repair: Fr. Tom said this is still on schedule to be completed this month.

Magdalene House Support: Fr Tom reported that he has communicated with them our interest in
providing the CHS Library for this purpose. They are excited about this and discussed some
additional ideas they have to expand this project. For now, it appears this will go forward as
proposed.
Eagle Project: As of this date Xander from Troop 483 has not followed up with his plans to
fund-raise and go forward with his proposed project, which was approved by the vestry last month.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Covid19 Trends: Fr. Tom handed out the latest chart showing cases per 100,000 in Cass, Douglas
and Sarpy counties. The numbers continue to decline. The number yesterday was 11.2. New
guidelines released today by the CDC were discussed. They say anyone who is fully vaccinated
can now participate in indoor and outdoor activities without masks or social distancing. There are
some exceptions to this, such as public transportation and hospitals. States will still be able to
implement their own guidelines. We don't know yet how much this will change the Bishop's plan
for reopening.
Reopening update: There was discussion on our plans for the next few months. Fr. Tom will put a
summary of the reopening plan in the Flame. Some discussion points were:
Masks will still be worn when singing, even if not required at other times.
Communion options discussed: Starting in June we will invite everyone to come forward to the
altar to receive communion in one of two ways. They may choose either prepackaged
fellowship cups, or bread/wafer and individual cups with wine.
Return to providing the Book of Common Prayer for services in June.
Return to full altar party in June.

Reinstate coffee hour in June. This will be planned for outdoors at first, and food items should
be individually wrapped (though not necessarily purchased pre-packaged). A return to
indoor coffee hour in July depending on new diocesan guidance.
Eliminate assigned seating in June, people can self-distance appropriately by themselves.
In August we will re-evaluate whether or not to add a 2nd Sunday service if attendance
warrants. Times of these services were discussed with final decision at a later meeting.
Vacation Bible School: Cindy advised that this is set for June 30–July 2. It will be outdoors
(weather permitting) from 6-8 PM. Volunteers are needed to assist. Registration forms will be
available next week.
Troop 464 Eagles project: A scout from Troop 464 has proposed a project to reset the corners on
the planters at the front doors and repaint the curbs. Also, he will work with Brian Trimpey to
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remove grass and dirt and put in fresh gravel where the trailers are parked to make the area
bigger. They have some ideas for fund raising and several members of the troop who want to be a
part of the project. When they are ready to present they will come to a Vestry meeting.
VPODS are asked to let Jean in the office know (by email) when they swap dates.
DECISION ITEMS:
Blythe has transferred the approved grant funding from the Endowment Fund to our church
account. Motion M05-13-01: Fr. Tom moved that we release that money to the ministries. Linda
seconded. Approved.
Fr. Tom is proposing that we change our online giving platform. Currently it has a monthly cost
plus per transaction. Some months we pay out more than we receive. Faith Life offers a platform
where there is no monthly fee for our size church, just a somewhat larger transaction fee. And it
gives the donor the option to pay the transaction fee with their donation. After discussion, the
Vestry recommended first checking with our bank to see if they also offer something like this. We
will defer vote until Fr. Tom checks into this.
Treasurer's Report: Blythe Becker
Operational Income and Expense: Contribution income was at 88%, Other income is 96%, and
Total operating income 88%. She went over some of the above budget expenses.
Changes in Equity: Expenses explained.
Balance Sheet: Cash assets are $202,256. Net cash assets $198,228. Total available assets are
$657,417.
Motion M05-13-02: Cindy moved that we accept the reports as presented. Ken seconded.
Approved.
Motion M05-13-03: Cindy moved that we pay bills. Leslie seconded. Approved.

FUND EXPENSES:
Date

Fund

Purpose

Amount

15-Apr

Werner Park

403b catch-up

210.13

26-Apr

Conley Memorial

Microphone stands

107.94

26-Apr

Vicar of Mission

Babbel Subscription

83.40

26-Apr

Columbarium

Niche Nameplates

30.00

4-May

Rector Discretionary

Financial Secr. Assist.

150.00

Fr. Tom advised that the diocese ended up with an end of year surplus thanks to the faithful giving
of the parishes and the forgiveness of their PPP Loan. They have decided to return a portion of the
surplus to local parishes to use as needed to care for facilities or expand ministries. We expect to
get around $3,000.
Motion M05-13-04: Blythe moved to adjourn. Cindy seconded. Approved.

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
June 17 - Vestry Meeting
June 19 thru 25 - Youth Mission Trip
June 26 - Mobile Food Pantry
June 30 thru July 2 - VBS 6pm -8pm

10

Financial Report as of April 30, 2021
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses
Balance

$
$
$
$

Actual
9,335.00
848.00
10,183.00
17,026.43

Budgeted
$ 15,057.08
$ 1,532.25
$ 16,589.33
$ 18,666.75

YTD Actual
$ 52,525.00
$
6,451.00
$ 58,976.00
$ 67,560.18
$ -8,584.18

YTD Budget
$ 60,228.33
$ 6,129.00
$ 66,357.33
$ 74,667.00

Lay Ministries Schedule
Ministries

June 6

June 13

June 20

June 27

VPOD

Linda B

Ken G

Blythe B

Cindy P

Hospitality Team 9:30 am
Greeters ,Ushers & Coffee
Hour Host

Team 4

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Recycle Team

Karen G

Jan S

Marcia A

Lynda W

Albert Y

Kristi S

Charlotte A

Kristi S

LEM Saturday 5:00 pm
Reading

Jennifer W

Vincent C

Michele H

Rick S

Doug A

Terri S

Lori E

Michele H

LEM Sunday 9:30 am
Prayers
Crucifer

Acolytes

Torch
Torch

William R
Vincent C
Evelynn C

Please submit articles for the
July 2021 FLAME to the
church office by June 18.
Thank you
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Emily W
Kyper M
Ailynn M

Isaiah H
Olivia H
Ciaya S

Anika S
Vincent C
Evelynn C

Regular Services:

June

Sunday:
9:30 am Holy Eucharist *
Wednesday: 9:30 am Holy Eucharist *
Saturday:
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist
* Broadcast live on Facebook

Education:
Sunday:

Sunday School @ 10:45am
(September-May)

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is June 18.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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